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Rules regarding use of parliamentary privilege by Members of the House of 
Lords to make statements; information relating to any complaints procedure 

 
 
Request: 
 
1. What rules apply to a Member of the House of Lords who uses parliamentary privilege to 

make a statement that would otherwise be possibly libellous? 
 
2. What rules apply to complaints that are made about a Member of the House of Lords allegedly 

abusing parliamentary privilege?    
 
3. What sanctions apply to Member of the House of Lords who are found to have abused 

parliamentary privilege? 
 
4. What does abuse mean in this context? 
 
 
Response: 
 
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the FOIA”) provides a right of access, subject to specified 
exemptions, to recorded information held by a public authority. In the case of the House of Lords, 
the rights of access apply to recorded information held by the House of Lords Administration. 
 
The House of Lords Administration holds some of the requested information in a recorded format 
but some is not held in a recorded format. 
 
1. What rules apply to a Member of the House of Lords who uses parliamentary privilege to 

make a statement that would otherwise be possibly libellous? 
 
The rules and procedures around parliamentary privilege are set out in the Companion to the 
Standing Orders and Guide to the Proceedings of the House of Lords, which can be viewed on the 
Parliament website via the following link: 
 
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/publications-records/House-of-Lords-Publications/Rules-
guides-for-business/Companion-to-standing-orders/Companion-to-Standing-Orders-2017.pdf 
 
This information is publicly available and is therefore exempt under section 21 of the FOIA, which 
provides an exemption from the duty to disclose information which is reasonably accessible to the 
applicant by means other than making an FOI request. 
 
2. What rules apply to complaints that are made about a Member of the House of Lords allegedly 

abusing parliamentary privilege?    
 
Members of the House of Lords sign an undertaking to abide by the Code of Conduct as part of the 
ceremony of taking the oath upon introduction and at the start of each Parliament.  
 
Anybody who considers that a member may have breached the House of Lords Code of Conduct may 
submit a complaint in writing to the independent Commissioner for Standards. The full processes for 
investigating complaints are set out in the Guide to the Code of Conduct. 
 

https://www.parliament.uk/documents/publications-records/House-of-Lords-Publications/Rules-guides-for-business/Companion-to-standing-orders/Companion-to-Standing-Orders-2017.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/publications-records/House-of-Lords-Publications/Rules-guides-for-business/Companion-to-standing-orders/Companion-to-Standing-Orders-2017.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/standards-and-financial-interests/house-of-lords-commissioner-for-standards-/code-of-conduct-for-the-house-of-lords/code-of-conduct-for-members-of-the-house-of-lords/#jump-link-0


FOI 3129  Date requested: 30/10/2018 

 

3. What sanctions apply to Member of the House of Lords who are found to have abused 
parliamentary privilege? 

 
There is no parliamentary concept of “abuse of privilege”, but complaints about possible breaches of 
the Code of Conduct may be submitted as set out above. 
 
4. What does abuse mean in this context?  
 
There is no established doctrine of “abuse” of privilege and therefore it is not possible to provide a 
definition of this term. 
 


