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Number of parliamentary passes currently held, and the number supplied, 
lost, stolen or reported missing, or not returned in the past year 

 
 
Request: 
 
I wish to request, under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, information regarding staff passes 
for all people employed by the House of Lords. 
 
Specifically, I would a breakdown of: 
 
1. The total number of staff members who hold access passes for the House of Lords 
 
2. How many passes have been supplied in the past year 
 
3. A further breakdown of how many passes have been lost, stolen or reported missing in the 

past year 
 
4. How many passes that were meant to be returned to the House of Lords that have not been 

returned 
 
5. Any other information you would believe relevant to this FOI. 
 
I am not requesting the names or any other identifiable information in this request. 
 
 
Response: 
 
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the FOIA”) provides a right of access, subject to specified 
exemptions, to recorded information held by a public authority. In the case of the House of Lords, 
the rights of access apply to recorded information held by the House of Lords Administration. 
 
The House of Lords Administration holds some of this information. 
 
1. The total number of staff members who hold access passes for the House of Lords 
 
The total number of staff members who currently hold access passes for the House of Lords is 658. 
 
2. How many passes have been supplied in the past year 
 
A total of 451 passes were supplied in the past year. This includes both new staff and existing staff 
who are required to renew their passes. 
 
3. A further breakdown of how many passes have been lost, stolen or reported missing in the 

past year 
 
There have been 7 passes with a badge status of ‘Stolen’ or ‘Lost’ from 1 November 2017 to present. 
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4. How many passes that were meant to be returned to the House of Lords that have not been 
returned 

 
The House of Lords Administration does not hold this information in a recorded format. Passes are 
invalidated once they are no longer in use, for example when a member of staff leaves. 
 
5. Any other information you would believe relevant to this FOI. 
 
Please note that this question is not a valid request for information under section 8(1)(c) of the FOIA, 
which stipulates that a request should describe the specific information sought. Under the Act, a 
public authority is not required to speculate or guess as to what information is being requested or 
might be relevant. 
 


