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Dear Mary,
Environmental Audit Committee - Sustainability of the fashion industry
Thank you for your letter, and for inviting a response from Leicester to the inquiry into
the sustainability of the fashion industry.
Leicester has a long and proud history of textile manufacturing and I am committed to
ensuring it plays an important role in our future. We are aware that many retailers now
want to source more garments from the UK, and this gives Leicester a great opportunity
given the concentration and breadth of textiles manufacturing businesses we have
here. With over 1,500 businesses and 10,000 textile workers, Leicester has the second
largest concentration of textile manufacturers in the UK, which provides both an
imperative and an opportunity to deliver positive change.
Ethical compliance throughout supply chains is an essential pre-requisite for this
potential to be realised. This is a huge challenge however and requires effective
partnerships between the regulators, the retailers and the manufacturers. Unlike in the
food industry, enforcement powers and resources rest exclusively with national
regulators rather than local authorities.
You will be aware that ethical compliance is not just an issue for Leicester, but a
national one. Nevertheless, Leicester has been taking a lead in tackling this head on.
We want to make sure that Leicester has the highest standards of employment; that
workers are properly paid, well-trained, and work in safe environments. We want to
support our factories to be the best they can, and to set an example that others can
follow.
This work has included the Council delivering a series of ethical compliance workshops
with local manufacturers, and providing business support to help these companies to
grow.
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