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From: THE LORD GRENFELL 
Chairman of the Select Committee on the European Union 

 

 
 

COMMITTEE OFFICE 
HOUSE OF LORDS 

LONDON SW1A 0PW 
Tel: 020  7219 6083 
Fax: 020 7219 6715 

e-mail: euclords@parliament.uk 
17 January 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Responses to EU Select Committee reports and to Written Questions 
 

Thank you for your letter of 12 December 2007 in reply to mine of 16 
November. Sub-Committee F (Home Affairs) of the Select Committee on the 
European Union considered this at meetings on 9 and 16 January 2008. The Sub-
Committee considered on 9 January the letter from Ms Hillier of 7 December, and I 
have replied to her separately. 

Responses to Select Committee reports 

We are glad to have your apology for the delay in replying to the Committee’s 
report on the G6 meeting at Stratford-upon-Avon in October 2006. The responses to 
the reports on SIS II and on Prüm were received within the two month period, and for 
this we are grateful – as indeed I said at the time. 

We remain disappointed that you cannot explain why your predecessor was 
unable to give evidence to us about the Stratford-upon-Avon meeting. As you know, 
Dr Reid was unwilling to comment on the meeting of the G6 in Heiligendamm in 
March 2006 because it had been attended by his predecessor, Charles Clarke. If the 
response to the report on the Stratford-upon-Avon meeting had been received in time, 
or even within four months, it would have been agreed by Dr Reid, who could have 
explained for himself why he had declined to give evidence to us. 

We are grateful to you for having informed us of the further meeting of the G6 
in Berlin on 30 November and 1 December 2007, of which we were previously 
unaware. This, like the meeting in Venice in May 2007, was attended by the US 
Secretary for Homeland Security. In your letter, dated 12 December, you wrote that 
you would “formally report on this meeting to Parliament shortly”. In fact we see that 
you had already made a written statement on 10 December, although you did not 
enclose a copy of it. We are glad to know that you share our view about the 
importance of publicising these meetings. 
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We note from your statement that Germany intends to convene further such 
meetings. We would be glad to be kept informed of them. 

Written Questions 

We are glad to have your assurance that Home Office Ministers are making 
every effort to answer questions within the targets set by the House – 14 days. 
However we think that to choose to assess your Department’s performance over the 
first 14 sitting days of the new Session gives a misleading impression. We are sorry to 
see that today the Home Office heads the list of Departments with questions 
unanswered after 14 days. Two of the unanswered questions are from members of 
Sub-Committee F.  

I am copying this letter to Michael Connarty MP, Chairman of the Commons 
European Scrutiny Committee, Alistair Doherty, Clerk to the Commons Committee, 
Michael Carpenter, Legal Adviser to the Commons Committee, Les Saunders 
(Cabinet Office), and Eldon Ward, Departmental Scrutiny Co-ordinator. 

 

 

 

GRENFELL 

Rt Hon Jacqui Smith, MP 
Secretary of State for the Home Department 
Home Office 
2 Marsham Street 
SW1P 4DF 
 


