
 

 

Childhood Vaccination Programme 
Vaccines provide a safe way to protect infants, children and 

the wider population from infectious diseases that would 

otherwise be common in childhood. The Joint Committee on 

Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) is an independent 

scientific body that advises UK health departments on national 

programmes. The Department of Health regularly amends the 

schedule of vaccinations (see table) in response to changing 

patterns of disease and development of new vaccines. This 

note discusses vaccines currently offered, changes to the 

schedule and a recent interim statement from JCVI about a 

new meningitis B vaccine. 

 

Current Vaccination Schedule 
Pre-natal Vaccines 

A programme introduced in October 2012 offers pertussis 

(whooping cough) vaccine to pregnant women. This was in 

response to a national outbreak of pertussis to which infants 

have negligible immunity. Most pertussis cases in infants 

occur before six weeks of age and can cause serious 

complications and death. Maternal antibodies cross the 

placenta giving newborns some immunity until they receive 

their first pertussis vaccine at two months old. Take up by 

pregnant women has been in the range 50-70%. In England 

14 infants under the age of three months died of pertussis in 

2012. Since the pertussis vaccination was introduced just one 

infant has died in 2013, born to a mother who had not had the 

pertussis vaccine while pregnant. The programme will 

continue until further notice, depending on JCVI advice.  
 

Childhood and Adolescent Vaccines 

The table shows the current schedule of childhood and 

adolescent vaccines available on the NHS. They are offered to 

pregnant women and children through maternity services, in 

schools and general practices. Extra vaccinations other than 

those listed below are offered to babies and children in specific 

at-risk groups. They include immunisations against hepatitis B, 

tuberculosis, respiratory syncytial virus and chickenpox. 
 

Influenza 

From autumn 2013, pilots and partial implementation of annual 

influenza immunisation (in nasal spray form) will begin for 

children aged 2-16 years. This is a significant challenge, since, 

when the programme is fully implemented, it will more than 

double the number of vaccinations offered in childhood. 

 

Recent JCVI Interim Advice: Meningitis B 
A new vaccine (Bexsero

®
) against meningococcal B bacteria 

was licensed by the European Medicines Agency in January 

2013. JCVI issued an interim statement in July 2013 which 

recommended that the vaccine should not be offered to infants 

or toddlers on the grounds that it would not be cost-effective. 

The Committee noted that assessment was challenging since 

there was a lack of evidence on vaccine efficacy, duration of 

protection and how well the vaccine prevents the bacteria from 

spreading. The JCVI has suggested a study in adolescents to 

address key uncertainties about the vaccine’s effectiveness 

and cost-effectiveness. It will assess new evidence as it 

becomes available. 

Age Vaccine Comment 

In pregnancy  Pertussis Offered to pregnant women (between 28-32 weeks of pregnancy). 

2 months old DTaP/IPV/Hib This 5-in-1 vaccine protects against five diseases, with children immunised in 
three stages in their first 4 months. They are diphtheria (D), tetanus (T), 
pertussis (aP also known as whooping cough), polio (IPV inactivated polio 
vaccine) and meningitis and pneumonia that can be caused by Haemophilus 
influenza type b (Hib). 

Rotavirus 
 

Protects against rotavirus, a common cause of a highly infectious stomach bug 
that typically affects babies and young children.  

 Pneumococcal infection 
conjugate vaccine (PCV) 

Protects against pneumonia, septicaemia (blood poisoning) and meningitis 
caused by the bacterium Streptococcus pneumoniae. 

3 months old DTaP/IPV/Hib Second dose 

Rotavirus Second dose 

Meningococcal C  
(Men C) 

Protects against meningitis and septicaemia caused by meningococcal group C 
bacteria. It does not protect against the more common meningococcal B 
bacterial infections, so parents should be aware of the symptoms of meningitis. 

4 months old DTaP/IPV/Hib Third dose 

 PCV Second dose 

12-13 months 
old 

Hib/Men C booster Single jab containing Hib (fourth dose) and Men C (third dose). 

PCV Third dose 

 MMR A 3-in-1 vaccine to protect against measles, mumps and rubella. 

3 years, 4 
months old 

MMR Second dose 

DTaP/IPV A 4-in-1 pre-school booster vaccine for diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis and polio. 

12-13 years 
old 

Human Papilloma Virus 
(HPV) 

Girls only, three doses within six months to protect against some strains of the 
virus that causes cervical cancer. 

Around 14 
years old 

Men C Teenage booster 

Td/IPV 3-in-1 booster vaccine against diphtheria, tetanus and polio. 
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