
 

 

 

 

18th Meeting 2017–19 

 

LIAISON COMMITTEE  

DECISIONS DOCUMENT 

 

Wednesday 6 March 2019 

 

Present: 

 

Courtown, E. 

Foulkes of Cumnock, L. 

Garden of Frognal, B. 

Hayter of Kentish Town, B. 

Hope of Craighead, L. 

Lang of Monkton, L. 

Low of Dalston, L. 

McFall of Alcluith, L. (Chairman) 

Newby, L. 

Smith of Hindhead, L. 

Williams of Elvel, L. 

 

1. PROPOSALS FOR SPECIAL INQUIRY COMMITTEES IN 2019-20 

 

At its previous meeting the Committee had agreed to shortlist the following proposals for 

scoping and further consideration. 

 

i. Democracy and digital technologies (Baroness O’Neill of Bengarve) and Do digital 

media threaten our democracy? (Lord Lipsey) (combined) 

ii. Barriers faced by working age disabled people (Baroness Thomas of Winchester 

and Baroness Campbell of Surbiton) 

iii. Food, Poverty, Health and the Environment (Lord Krebs and Baroness Boycott)  

iv. Private Healthcare Sector (Lord Williams of Elvel) 

v. Social and economic impacts of the gambling industry (Bp of St Albans) 

vi. Youth crime (Lord Grade of Yarmouth) 

vii. Refugees (Lord Dubs) to be scoped in relation to national challenges only, given the 

need to confine the inquiry to a single session 

viii. UK’s fulfilment of the duties to prevent and punish the crime of genocide (Lord 

Alton of Liverpool) to be scoped focusing on HMG’s responsibilities in this area 

 

For post-legislative scrutiny the Committee had agreed that scoping work should be carried out 

on post-legislative scrutiny of the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 combined 

with part of Lord Campbell-Savours’ proposal on National Identity Cards. 



 

In subsequent discussions with officials, Lord Campbell-Savours had expressed his lack of support 

for such a combined inquiry. The scoping note prepared for the Committee had therefore 

focused only on the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013. As an alternative Lord 

Campbell-Savours had proposed post-legislative scrutiny of the Identity Cards Act 2006, which is 

no longer in force. 

 

The Committee considered Lord Campbell-Savours’ alternative proposal for post-legislative 

scrutiny of the Identity Cards Act 2006, and agreed not to recommend this, as the Act itself was 

no longer on the statute book and scrutiny would be further hampered in this instance by the 

fact that records had been destroyed shortly after the repeal of the Act. 

 

The Committee then agreed to recommend to the House a post-legislative scrutiny committee 

on the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013. 

 
At the request of Lord Foulkes of Cumnock, and with the agreement of the Committee, the 

Committee proceeded to re-consider Lord Campbell-Savours’ original proposal for an inquiry 

into National Identity Cards alongside the other eight proposals which it had agreed to shortlist. 

A number of members declared their interests in relation to certain of the proposals. 

 

After discussion, the Committee agreed to recommend to the House the following special inquiry 

committees for appointment in 2019-2020: 

 

• Democracy and digital technologies 

• Food, Poverty, Health and the Environment 

• Social and economic impacts of the gambling industry 

 

In relation to the Committee on Food, Poverty, Health and the Environment, the Committee 

noted the need to ensure that the inquiry was sufficiently tightly scoped to be manageable within 

the usual timeframe. In particular, and noting recent work which had been done in the House of 
Commons on childhood obesity, the inquiry should aim to exclude detailed examination of 

similar areas. 

 

2. AD HOC COMMITTEE FOLLOW UP TO 2016-17 PARLIAMENTARY 

SESSION REPORTS 

 

The Committee took note of the two letters which had been received from Ministers on action 

which had been taken in response to previous Committee reports. 

 

3. REVIEW OF COMMITTEES 

 

In discussion the Committee welcomed the analysis and the approach set out in the Chairman’s 

note, which suggested a number of key principles for future House of Lords Committee work 

and demonstrated how a thematic approach could help to deliver against those principles. The 

Committee agreed that the Chairman should proceed to undertake discussion of the proposals 

with existing Committee Chairs.  

 

The Chairman undertook, following such discussions, to bring a more substantial document to 

the next meeting of the Committee, further developing proposals for structural change. In 

response to the Chairman’s invitation to identify additional matters emerging from the review 

that should be considered at the next meeting of the Committee, members suggested 

clarification of how proposals for special inquiry committees would be handled after the 2019-



2020 session, communications, trade agreements (where it was suggested that the House of 

Lords could play a large part in future scrutiny) and the role of the Liaison Committee itself. The 

Committee also discussed the remit of Joint Committees. 

 

4. PRE-LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINY 

 

The Committee having agreed by correspondence to the appointment of a pre-legislative scrutiny 

committee on the Draft Domestic Violence Bill, the Committee formally took note. 

 

5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 

This had provisionally been arranged for Wednesday 1 May. In addition to further deliberation on 

the review of committees the agenda was expected to include future scrutiny of trade 

agreements. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

Lord McFall of Alcluith 

March 2019 

 

  

 


