
 

 

d 

 
 

17th Meeting 2017–19 

 

LIAISON COMMITTEE 

   DECISIONS DOCUMENT  

 

Monday 14 January 2019 

 

Present: 

 

Courtown, E. 

Foulkes of Cumnock, L. 

Garden of Frognal, B. 

Hope of Craighead, L. 

Lang of Monkton, L. 

Low of Dalston, L. 

McFall of Alcluith, L. (Chairman) 

Smith of Hindhead, L. 

Williams of Elvel, L.  

 

1. MATTERS RELATING TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

The Committee agreed that the Clerk of the Parliaments should be asked for further advice 

about members of the Usual Channels being able to be represented by substitute members at 
Liaison Committee meetings, and that the Procedure Committee should be invited to consider 

formalising the current informal understanding.  

 

2. PROPOSALS FOR SPECIAL INQUIRY COMMITTEES IN 2019-20 

 

The Committee welcomed the steps which had been taken to provide greater transparency 

about the special inquiry proposal process, namely (i) publishing the proposals once they had 

been circulated to Committee members, but before the January meeting; and (ii) publishing a 

“news item” on the Liaison Committee section of the parliamentary website, listing the titles of 

all the proposals received. The Committee agreed that further steps were likely either to involve 

disproportionate effort compared to the likely benefit or increase the likelihood of challenge or 

lobbying. 

 

The Committee also reiterated its previous view that it did not take support for individual 

proposals into consideration when making its recommendations, and agreed that this should be 

brought to the attention of members. 

 

The Committee considered the 27 proposals for special inquiry committees in 2019-20 and 

agreed to shortlist 9 topics for scoping and further consideration at the Committee’s next 

meeting (arranged for 6 March). 

 

i. Democracy and digital technologies (Baroness O’Neill of Bengarve) and Do digital 

media threaten our democracy? (Lord Lipsey) (combined) 

ii. Barriers faced by working age disabled people (Baroness Thomas of Winchester 



 

 

and Baroness Campbell of Surbiton) 

iii. Food, Poverty, Health and the Environment (Lord Krebs and Baroness Boycott)  

iv. Private Healthcare Sector (Lord Williams of Elvel) 

v. Social and economic impacts of the gambling industry (Bp of St Albans) 

vi. Youth crime (Lord Grade of Yarmouth) 

vii. Refugees (Lord Dubs) to be scoped in relation to national challenges only, given the 

need to confine the inquiry to a single session 

viii. UK’s fulfilment of the duties to prevent and punish the crime of genocide (Lord 

Alton of Liverpool) to be scoped focusing on HMG’s responsibilities in this area 

 

For post-legislative scrutiny the Committee agreed that scoping work should be carried out on 

post-legislative scrutiny of the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 combined with 

part of Lord Campbell-Savours’ proposal on National Identity Cards. 

 

3. AD HOC COMMITTEE FOLLOW UP TO 2016-17 PARLIAMENTARY 

SESSION REPORTS 

 

The Committee took note of the four draft letters following up the ad hoc reports from the 

2016-17 session and agreed that they should be sent to the relevant Ministers.  

 

4. REVIEW OF COMMITTEES 

 

The Chairman drew the Committee’s attention to the update note and forward work 

programme, and encouraged members to attend the forthcoming seminars being arranged in 

connection with the review. 

 

5. TREATIES 

 

The Procedure Committee had been invited to agree by correspondence that on a temporary basis 

the European Union Committee should take on responsibility for scrutinising any treaties laid 

before Parliament in accordance with the terms of the Constitutional Reform and Governance Act 

2010, where these treaties replace existing agreements to which the UK is party by virtue of its EU 

membership. As part of the agreement, the European Union Committee should report matters of 

interest on those treaties to the House. At the request of Lord Foulkes of Cumnock, who was also 

a member of the Procedure Committee, the Liaison Committee discussed the proposal, following 

which Lord Foulkes expressed himself content with it.  
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