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22 November 2018 

Dear George 

 

EM 9635/18: COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL on the State of Play of the 

Common Fisheries Policy and Consultation on the Fishing Opportunities for 

2019  

   
9635/18 ADD 1: COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Accompanying 

the document COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION on the State of 

Play of the Common Fisheries Policy and Consultation on the Fishing 

Opportunities for 2019  

  

Thank you for your Explanatory Memorandum (EM) on the above Proposal, which was 

considered by our Energy and Environment Sub-Committee at its meeting on 21 

November.  

  
We note that, of the TACs set for 2018, 23 exceeded the maximum rate of fishing mortality, 

despite the Commission proposing TACs which would have been compliant. On what 

grounds were those TACs set? Do you anticipate a reduction in the figure of excessive 

TACs in 2019?  

  

We also note that the Communication highlights the Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea as 

areas which are over-fished, and that last year’s review reached the same conclusion. We 

are concerned that little progress appears to be being made in this area. What volume of fish 

and fish products imported to the UK are ultimately sourced from the Mediterranean and 

Black Seas, and what assessment have you made of the price and availability of those 

products if the Seas continue to be over-exploited?  

 

You and the Commission share the view that the full applicability of the landing obligation 

from 1 January 2019 poses challenges for the EU fishing fleet.  We note your view that 

existing flexibilities will not be sufficient to mitigate those challenges. We will be considering 
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this issue in greater detail through our inquiry on the implementation and enforcement of 

the landing obligation.  

  

We welcome your agreement that fishing opportunities for 2019 should be set so that 

stocks achieve their Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) where possible. However, given your 

position that some TACs may need to be set at levels above MSY “to minimise discards of 

bycatches”, have you provided the Commission with economic analysis of the impact 

that reaching MSY would have on the UK fleets about which you have concerns? We would 

also remind you that it is vital that, whatever other factors may also be considered, the 2019 

TACs must be compliant with ICES’ scientific advice; and that allowing TACs to be set at 
levels above MSY would become a short route to a major depletion of stocks, which is 

precisely what the CFP seeks to avoid. 

  

We have decided to retain the Communication under scrutiny. We look forward to a reply 

to this letter within 10 working days.  

  

I am copying this letter to Sir William Cash MP, Chair of the House of Commons European 

Scrutiny Committee; Jessica Mulley, Clerk of the European Scrutiny Committee; 

Arnold Ridout, Legal Adviser to the European Scrutiny Committee; Les 

Saunders, DExEU; and John Leach and Craig White, Scrutiny Coordinators, DEFRA.  

  

  

  

  

  

Lord Boswell of Aynho  

Chairman of the European Union Committee  

 


