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19 December 2018 

Dear George 

 

EM 9635/18: COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL on the State of Play of the 

Common Fisheries Policy and Consultation on the Fishing Opportunities for 

2019  

   
9635/18 ADD 1: COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Accompanying 

the document COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION on the State of 

Play of the Common Fisheries Policy and Consultation on the Fishing 

Opportunities for 2019  

  

Thank you for your letter of 4 December 2018 on the above Proposal, which was 

considered by our Energy and Environment Sub-Committee at its meeting on 19 December.  

 

We note your explanation that TACs are sometimes set at levels exceeding those 

recommended by the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES) to avoid 
undeclared catch or the closure of key fisheries as a result of choke. We also note your 

statement that the number of stocks with Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) assessments 

being fished within sustainable limits has increased in recent years. Please inform us after the 

December Fisheries Council how many of the MSY-assessed stocks in which the UK has an 

interest were set TACs at or below their MSY, given your statement that that figure was 31 

out of 45 in 2018. Please also inform us how many of those TACs were set below MSY, 

given that a stock is only genuinely being fished sustainably if it is not being fished at MSY. 

 

We note your statement that Defra does not hold information on fish imports by area of 

capture, so cannot assess the impact on the price and availability of fish products in the UK if 

the Mediterranean and Black Seas continue to be over-exploited. 

 

Thank you for informing us that Defra is carrying out a preliminary economic analysis of the 

implementation of the landing obligation on all stocks in 2019. Please update us on your 

findings in due course. When do you expect that analysis to be complete?  
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We have decided to retain the Communication under scrutiny. We look forward to a reply 

to this letter shortly after the December Fisheries Council.  

  

I am copying this letter to Sir William Cash MP, Chair of the House of Commons European 

Scrutiny Committee; Jessica Mulley, Clerk of the European Scrutiny Committee; 

Arnold Ridout, Legal Adviser to the European Scrutiny Committee; Les 

Saunders, DExEU; and John Leach and Craig White, Scrutiny Coordinators, DEFRA.  

  
 

  

  

  

 

Lord Boswell of Aynho  

Chairman of the European Union Committee  

 


