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8 May 2019 

Dear Robert 

 

EM 9635/18: COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL on the State of Play of the 

Common Fisheries Policy and Consultation on the Fishing Opportunities for 

2019  

   
9635/18 ADD 1: COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Accompanying 

the document COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION on the State of 

Play of the Common Fisheries Policy and Consultation on the Fishing 

Opportunities for 2019  

  

Thank you for your letter of 9 April 2019 on the above Proposal, which was considered by 

our Energy and Environment Sub-Committee at its meeting on 8 May.  

 
Thank you for clarifying that the 41% of stocks not being fished in accordance with advice 

from the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) are subject to similar 

monitoring to those which are being fished sustainably, namely through stock assessment via 

research vessels and sampling catches at ports. We also note that the UK’s Centre for 

Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science, Marine Scotland Science, and the Agri-Food 

and Biosciences Institute carry out additional monitoring activities for stocks not subject to 

EU quotas. 

 

We note your correction regarding the Farne Deeps Nephrops stock, and encourage you to 

take steps to ensure that in the future all of the necessary data is supplied to ICES in a timely 

fashion to enable its stock assessments. 

 

Thank you for providing your assessment of the economic value to the UK of the outcome 

of the December Council settlement. We note that the value of the settlement was lower 

than the 2018 settlement, as a result of total allowable catch (TAC) reductions to improve 

stock sustainability. However, in our view this report is not the “economic analysis of the 
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implementation of the landing obligation on all stocks” that your predecessor referred to in 

his letter of 14 January, as it is unclear what decisions and trade-offs were made as a result 

of the landing obligation. We would find it helpful to understand what scenarios you 

considered and assessed regarding the landing obligation, and intend to raise this issue when 

you appear before the Sub-Committee on 29 May. 

 

We wish to once again make it clear that we are dissatisfied with the extent to which 

unsustainable total allowable catches were agreed for 2019. However, we are now content 

to close this correspondence. 

  
I am copying this letter to Sir William Cash MP, Chair of the House of Commons European 

Scrutiny Committee; Jessica Mulley, Clerk of the European Scrutiny Committee; Les 

Saunders, DExEU; and John Leach and Craig White, Scrutiny Coordinators, DEFRA.  

  
 

  

  

  

 

Lord Boswell of Aynho  

Chairman of the European Union Committee  

 


