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Sarah Newton MP 

Minister of State for Disabled People, Health and Work 

Department for Work and Pensions 

Caxton House, Tothill Street 

London, SW1H 9NA 

 

 

Dear Sarah, 

 

 

20 February 2019 

EM 14911/18: COMMISSION DELEGATED REGULATION (EU) …/… OF 

28.11.2018 AMENDING DELEGATED REGULATION (EU) No 1062/2014 AS 

REGARDS CERTAIN ACTIVE SUBSTANCES/PRODUCT-TYPE 

COMBINATIONS FOR WHICH THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY OF THE 

UNITED KINGDOM HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS THE EVALUATING 

COMPETENT AUTHORITY  

 

Thank you for your Explanatory Memorandum (EM) on the above Proposal, which was 

considered by our Energy and Environment Sub-Committee at its meeting on 20 February. 

 

We note that, in the case of a ‘no deal’ Brexit, you intend to establish a stand-alone UK 

review programme, to evaluate the 488 active substances that have yet to be evaluated as 

part of the EU Programme.  This is clearly a significant undertaking. We note that the scale 

of the work will depend on the number of businesses who wish their products to be 

authorised for use in the UK. Please provide an update on HSE’s discussions with businesses 

to establish the level of demand. Would all the costs associated with a UK review 

programme be met by the businesses seeking approval for substances used in their products? 

If not, please explain what estimates you have made of the costs involved. Do you intend to 

complete the review to the same timescale as the EU (i.e. by 2024)? 

 

As your EM reflects, some businesses may choose not to seek UK approval for substances 

used in their products. What assessment have you made of the number of products that may 

be lost to the UK market, and the impact that would have? Will substances for which 

businesses have sought approval under the EU Review Programme be automatically 
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transferred to the UK list, unless a business notifies HSE it is not seeking approval, or will 

businesses have to ‘opt in’? Products that use substances on the EU Review Programme list 

can stay on the EU market until a decision is made on approving it. Will that be the case in 

the UK? 

 

Given that the EU Review Programme is not expected to be completed until 2024, in a ‘deal’ 

scenario do you anticipate establishing a UK review programme at the end of the transition 

period, to evaluate those substances yet to be approved through the EU Programme? What 

consideration has been given, as part of the UK-EU future relationship, to seeking continued 

access to the EU’s evaluations (and the data that supports them), to mitigate the need to 
duplicate work in the UK? 

 

We have decided to retain the Proposal under scrutiny. We look forward to a reply to this 

letter within 10 working days. 

 

I am copying this letter to Sir William Cash MP, Chair of the House of Commons European 

Scrutiny Committee; Jessica Mulley, Clerk of the European Scrutiny Committee; Arnold 

Ridout, Legal Adviser to the European Scrutiny Committee; Les Saunders, DExEU; and Kevin 

Dench, DWP. 

 

 

 
 

 

Lord Boswell of Aynho 

Chairman of the European Union Committee 

 


