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Dear Thérèse, 

 

12 June 2019 

 

EM 5846/18: Proposal for a DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

AND OF THE COUNCIL on the quality of water intended for human 

consumption (recast) 

 

Thank you for your letter on the above Proposal, dated 23 May, which was considered by 

our Energy and Environment Sub-Committee at its meeting on 12 June. 

 

We note that changes made by the Presidency over the parametric levels set out in the 

Proposal resulted in compromise text that you are content to support, including a 

compromise on the limit for lead (about which you had previously expressed concerns).  

 

Thank you for explaining that the Drinking Water Inspectorate’s test results in England in 

2018 found that 276 out of 11,555 tests (about 2.4%) exceeded 5µg/l. We note that if these 

levels result from water company infrastructure they are obliged to replace it, and that if it 

stems from piping owned by the consumer they are notified. 

 

We note that the suggestion put forward by the UK, France, Germany and the Netherlands 

on standardised minimum testing criteria for materials and substances in contact with 

drinking water received significant support, although Latvia, Estonia and Austria were unable 

to support it. We also note that the Commission has subsequently raised concerns about 

this aspect of the Proposal. Please include in your next letter an update on how this issue 

has progressed. 

 

We note that you were unsuccessful in obtaining changes to the requirement in the Proposal 

for large suppliers to provide details of energy consumption but that, as it is not envisaged to 

be a significant burden on the industry, you agreed to support the text unamended.  

 

Thank you for explaining that the Proposal was agreed at General Approach and that it is 

expected to be considered again by the European Parliament when it reconvenes after the 
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elections. We note that you expect trilogues to commence during the Finnish Presidency 

and that some disagreements remain on aspects of the Proposal. 

 

You will recall that, in our previous correspondence, we requested that you provide us with 

an assessment of the potential impact of the Directive once it has been finalised, and we look 

forward to receiving that in due course. 

 

We have decided to retain this Proposal under scrutiny. Please write to us again once 

negotiations have progressed to provide us with an update on any changes made and any 

concerns that arise. 
 

I am copying this letter to Sir William Cash MP, the Chair of the European Scrutiny 

Committee, Jessica Mulley Clerk of the European Scrutiny Committee; Les Saunders, 

DExEU, and John Leach, Scrutiny Coordinator, DEFRA.  

 

 
 

Lord Boswell of Aynho 

Chairman of the European Union Committee 

 


