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14th May 2019  

Rt Hon Harriet Harman MP 
Chair of the Joint Committee on Human Rights 
House of Commons  
London  
SW1A 0AA 
 

 
 
Dear Harriet,  
 
Thank you for your letter dated 24 April 2019 regarding the Draft Registration of Overseas 
Entities Bill. I am very grateful to both you and the rest of the Joint Committee on Human 
Rights for your careful consideration of this legislation, including the ECHR memorandum 
which we published on 18 April 2019. 
 
The UK is expected to break new ground with this Bill by being the first country to create a 
register of the beneficial owners of overseas entities owning land, helping us to reach our twin 
goals of improving the transparency of ownership of property in the UK and combatting the 
use of property for money laundering. We received the highest rating of any country to date 
from the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) following an assessment last year - we continue 
to take action. We issued a consultation on 5th May 2019 on a package of reforms to 
Companies House to ensure it is fit for the future and continues to contribute to the UK’s 
strong, transparent and attractive business environment.  
 
I welcome the support expressed in your letter for the Draft Registration of Overseas Entities 
Bill, and note the detailed points of concern relating to the potential interference with ECHR 
rights by the Bill. Given that the Joint Committee will be taking account of your letter, it is my 
intention to provide a single response to all the points raised through the Government’s 
response to that report.  
 
I hope that this will be satisfactory to you but please do write back to me if not.   
 

 
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KELLY TOLHURST MP 
Minister for Small Business, Consumers & Corporate Responsibility 


