
 

 

People and 
Parliament 
Curriculum areas: Citizenship 

Supporting resources: Starter quiz questions, 

How much do you know about MPs and Peers? 

& answers, General Election card sort, The 
work of MPs and Peers statement sort, The 
work of MPs and Peers worksheet 
 
Session 1: How do you become an MP or Peer? 
 

Starter 
 
Show the whole class the images on slides 1 and 2 of the presentation. Establish 
that they know that these are images of the people who work in the House of Lords 
and House of Commons at the UK Parliament in Westminster. Explain that they are 
all Members of Parliament but that they may have different roles. 
 
Group brainstorming activity - to establish current level of knowledge 
 
Divide the students into small groups to brainstorm everything they know about 
Members of Parliament. One person from each group should make notes on a large 
sheet of paper. You could photocopy some recent, relevant news articles as stimulus 
material as well as using the stimulus images on slide 2 of the presentation. When 
the brainstorming time is up, facilitate a peer teaching exercise: one person from 
each group should move to another group to explain the ideas of the group they 
have come from and hear the ideas of the group they have joined. They should then 
return to their original group to feedback any new ideas. Members of each group 
then work as a team to add new ideas from the other group in different colour. Finish 
the activity by asking each group to present two key facts to the whole class. Keep 
their sheets for the plenary. 
 
This may work best in mixed ability groupings with higher attaining students 
supporting lower attainers. For differentiated groups, higher attainers could 
brainstorm the House of Commons and Lords separately making notes in red and 
green pens for the two different Houses. Higher attainers should take on the peer 
teaching roles. 



 

Whole class teaching - to review the structure and role of Parliament and to contrast 
the process of becoming a Peer with becoming an MP 
 
Use slide 3 of the presentation to review the three-part structure of Parliament and 
the difference between how people become Members for the two Houses. The key 
difference to highlight is that the Members of one House are elected and in the other 
they are unelected. Ask them what they think the difference is between how Peers 
got their title in the past and how they do today – explain that they no longer inherit 
the job through the family line. Finish the activity with the quick quiz on slide 4 to 
make sure they know who the main party leaders are. Explain that the Prime Minister 
is elected in the same way as all of the other MPs that they have a constituency that 
they represent and that they are not elected separately for their job. You could 
contrast this with the system in the United States. 
 
Group activity - to establish how MPs are elected at a general election 
 
In small groups, give out the question cards from the card sort and ask them to 
discuss the answers for about 5 minutes. Next give out the answer cards and ask 
them to match them to the questions. Go through the answers using slide 5 of the 
presentation. 
This may work best using mixed ability groupings with higher attainers supporting 
lower attainers. 
 

Whole class teaching - who represents you and how can you contact them? 

Ask the students if they know who the MP for the school is and, if different, who their 

own MP is. Ask for suggestions for how they might find out who their MP is and how 

to contact them. If you have access to computers, the students could search for their 

MP using the postcode check on Parliament’s website or the web page could be 

projected for them to see. (www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps). 

Alternatively you can show them the web screen shot on slide 6 of the presentation. 

If they do not already know, ask them to find out the name of their MP as part of their 

homework in time for the next lesson. 

Plenary 

Ask the students to return to the groups from the initial brainstorming activity and 

give out their ideas sheets from the start of the lesson. Give them a fixed amount of 

time (ideally between 5 and 10 minutes) to write down any new facts they have 

learnt from the lesson on their sheet. Explain that this will form part of a competition 

next lesson where they will have a quiz and that they will be allowed to look only at 

their sheet to help them so they should try to cover as many points as they can. 

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/


 

Session 2: the work and role of MPs and Peers 

Starter 

Set up the class into their original groups (i.e. as per the brainstorming and plenary 

activities from the first session). Give each group their sheets kept back from the last 

session and run a quick, five question quiz on the key learning points. Suggested 

questions are provided. As discussed in the last session, the groups can use their 

sheets to help with the answers. This could be run competitively with a prize for the 

winning group. 

Higher attaining groups could come up with their own questions to ask the other 

groups. 

Paired task - discussing reasons for contacting your MP 

Explain that although MPs are there to help everyone in their constituency, not all 

problems are dealt with by MPs and that most local issues are the responsibility of 

the local councils within the constituency. Give an example of an issue that someone 

might contact their MP about, e.g. if the government wants to introduce a law that 

they disagree with and they want their MP to vote against it; if they have contacted 

the local council about a local issue and the council are not responding; if they want 

to bring a particular issue to the attention of their MP for them to raise in Parliament. 

In pairs, the students should look at the six problems on slide 7 and decide who you 

would contact for each problem – local council or MP. They can check their answers 

on slide 8. 

Higher attaining groups could explore the concept of lobbying and lobby groups. 

Structured task - what do MPs and Peers do? 

Students work in pairs or small groups to discuss the statement sort task: they must 

decide whether the statements in the boxes relate to the role of an MP, a Peer or 

both. They can record the answers simply by writing down the letters in three 

columns. 

Lower attaining students may find the task easier as a cut-and-stick exercise. An 

alternative differentiated resource is also provided: ‘The work of MPs and Peers 

worksheet’. 

(Answers: MPs = A, E, F, J, Peers = B, D, G, H, Both= C, I, K) 

Class role-play 

Set up an imaginary scenario in which the government wants to introduce a law to 

raise the voting age to 25. You will take on the role of an MP. The students are to 

role-play a group of young people from your constituency who disagree with this 

proposal and want you to vote against the government. The role-play could take the 

form of a radio interview with the students ringing in to ask you questions and debate 

with you. To prepare for the role-play, the class should first divide into groups to 



 

discuss their thoughts and opinions on changing the voting age to 25. Each group 

should come up with three arguments and use these during the role-play. 

Plenary 

Individually or in groups the students should complete the True/False quiz to check 

their learning from the two sessions. 

Suggested homework and / or development work 

• Using Parliament’s website to find out who their MP is and how they can contact 

them. (www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps).   

• Running a mock election to elect an MP for the class. 

• Inviting a Peer or the MP for the school or other local representative to talk to the 

class about the democratic process. 

• Writing to their MP about a current issue they are concerned about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps


 

Starter Quiz questions 

 
1. What are the three main parts of Parliament? 

 House of Commons, House of Lords, Monarch/Queen 

 

 

2. What ‘g’ is the name of the national election in which candidates compete to 

become an MP for a particular area? 

 General (election) 

 

 

3. What is the key difference between how MPs and Peers get their jobs in 

Parliament? 

  MPs are elected and Peers are unelected 

 

 

4. What ‘c’ is the name given to the areas in the UK each represented by a different 

MP? 

  Constituencies (bonus point for correct spelling) 

 

 

5. What is the name of the MP who represents the area that our school is in? 

  ??? 

 



 

 

How much do you know about 
MPs and Peers? 

 
True or false: 

 
1. MP stands for Member of Politics.  

 
 

2. An MP represents their area of the UK (known as a constituency) by being 
elected (voted for) by the people who live in that area of the UK (known as the 
constituents).  

 
 

3. An MP only represents the people who voted for them in their constituency.  
 

 
4. The House of Commons is one part of the Houses of Parliament.  

 
 

5. MPs from all the different parties meet up in the House of Commons to debate 
issues.  

 
 

6. Anyone can try to become an MP.  
 

 
7. The Prime Minister is not an MP.  

 
 

8. All Peers get their jobs by inheriting it from another member of their family.  
 

 
9. Peers get a salary for their work in Parliament.  

 
 

10.  It is the job of MPs and Peers to make and update laws. 
  

 
11.  In Parliament, all MPs are on the same side as the government. 

 
 

12.  It is the job of all MPs and Peers to check that the government is doing its job 
properly.  

 



 

How much do you know about 

MPs and Peers? Answers 

  
 
1. False (it stands for Member of Parliament)  

 
 

2. True  
 

 
3. False (they represent everyone in their constituency) 

 
 

4. True  
 
 

5. True 

 
 

6. False (Anyone over the age of 18)  
 

 
7. False (They have to be elected in the same way)  

 
 

8. False (Peers are chosen for their skills in a particular field).  
 

 
9. False (They are unpaid but can claim expenses for the days they 

debate in Parliament. MPs are paid around £65,000 per year.) 
 

 
10. True  

 
 

11. False (Only the ones in the winning party after the general election 

are in the government. The Prime Minister chooses Ministers to run 

different departments.) 

 

12. True 

 

 

 



 

General Election 

card sort worksheet 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1. What is a general 
election? 

 

2. How often do they 

happen? 

3. Can anyone become an 

MP? 

4. How do we end up with 

one MP representing people 

from one area? 

5. Which competing 

candidate wins the 

constituency? 

6. How is the government 

formed? 

A UK-wide vote where people vote for who 

they would like to represent them in the 

House of Commons. 

Every 4-5 years. 

There are no qualifications. You must be 21 
years old or over. Most candidates are 
members of a political party which has to 
nominate them. Some choose to stand as 
independent candidates. This means they 

do not belong to a political party. 

The UK is divided in to 650 areas called 
constituencies. Candidates from different 

parties compete to become the MP for one 
constituency. People who live in that 

constituency (called constituents) vote for 
the candidate they want to represent them. 

The candidate with the most votes in each 
constituency becomes the Member of 

Parliament for that constituency. This is 

called the first past the post system. 

The party (or 'coalition' of parties if there was 
no clear winner) with the most MPs wins the 
election. Their leader is the Prime Minister 

and they choose ministers to form the 
government. Most will be chosen from the 
House of Commons, but they can also be 

chosen from the House of Lords. 

Usually every five years



 

F) I am elected to my position at a 

general election. 

The work of MPs and Peers 
statement sort 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

A) I debate in the House of Commons. 

B) I debate in the House of Lords. 

C) I am responsible for checking that 

the government is doing its job properly 

and that they are keeping to the 

promises they made at the last general 

election. 

D) I work only at Westminster. I do not 

have a specific geographical area that I 

represent. 

 E) I am paid a salary of around £66 000 

per year. 

G) I am unelected. I am chosen for my 

job because I have skills in a specialist 

field such as business, science or art. 

H) I am unpaid but I can claim 

expenses for the days I debate in 

Parliament. 

 I) It is my responsibility to make and 

update laws through debates and votes.  

 J) I hold ‘surgeries’ for the people that I 

represent to come and talk to me about 

problems that I might be able to help 

with such as finding suitable housing. 

K) A lot of my time in Parliament is 

spent debating important issues to help 

make decisions about laws, how money 

is spent and how the UK is run. 

MP Peer 

Both 



 

The work of MPs and Peers 
worksheet 

 

 Draw a line from each statement to the correct role. The 

first one is done for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MP 

Peer 

Both 

Works in the House of Lords 

Discusses important issues 

in Parliament 

Makes and changes laws 

Works in the House of 

Commons 

Elected 

Unelected 

Gets a salary for the job 

Does not get a salary for the 

job 


