
 

 

Human rights 
around the 
world  
 

This discussion activity gives your students 
the chance to explore different levels of 
human rights around the world and the UK 
Parliament’s role in debating human rights 
issues. 
 
Pre-work for students  

Ask your students to look at the Foreign Affairs Committee report on the 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s human rights work in 2011. This 

report provides an assessment of the UK’s activities overseas 

concerning human rights. The report details some of the issues that can 

arise when dealing with countries that have different levels of human 

rights. 

FAC report on Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s human rights work 

in 2011 – Summary 

FAC report on Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s human rights work 
in 2011 – Full report  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmfaff/116/11603.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmfaff/116/11603.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmfaff/116/11602.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmfaff/116/11602.htm


 

 
Classroom activity 
 
Print out the table below for your students. Provide students with access 
to the internet and give them the links provided in the source materials 
below or choose a selection of the links to print out. 
  
Divide the class into smaller groups and give them a copy of the table 

below and assign them a country from the options shown in the source 

materials. Provide the links to the source materials (or print outs for the 

chosen countries) and ask your students to research the human rights 

record of their given country. There may be other source materials you 

wish to guide them to as well. 

Using the table of UK human rights (below) as a benchmark, students 

should consider the country they have been asked to look at in the light 

of the Select Committee Report. How do the issues that the committee 

examined relate to the country in question? 

Questions for students to consider  

 What were your expectations about your given country before you 

did the exercise?  

 Do you feel that everyone in the UK enjoys all the human rights in 

Table 1?  

 How are the countries you looked at similar / different to the UK on 

human rights? 

 

Plenary Session  

Bring the class back together and consider the following question:  

What are the challenges for the UK when conducting cultural, political 

and trade relationships with countries that have poor standards of 

human rights? 

 

 

 

 



 

Table of UK 
Human Rights  

Right to life  
You have the right to have your life 
protected by law.  

Prohibition of torture  
You have an absolute right not to be 
tortured. 

Prohibition of slavery 
and forced labour  
A person has the absolute right not to 
be treated as a slave or forced to do 
compulsory labour.  

Right to liberty and 
security  
A person has the right not to be 
deprived of their liberty unless there is a 
proper legal basis  

Right to a fair trial  
A person has the right to a fair and 
public hearing, with representation, 
within a reasonable period of time. They 
are innocent until proved guilty.  

No punishment without 
law  
You cannot retrospectively be found 
guilty of an offence that doesn’t yet 
exist.  

Freedom of expression  
A person has the right to hold opinions 
and express their views on their own or 
in a group.  

Freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion  
A person is free to hold a broad range of 
views, beliefs and thoughts, and to 
follow a religious faith.  

Right to respect for 
private and family life  
A person has the right to respect for 
their private and family life, their home 
and their correspondence. 

Freedom of assembly 
and association  
A person has the right to assemble with 
other people in a peaceful way and 
associate with others.  

Right to marry  
Men and women have the right to marry 
and start a family.  

Prohibition of 
discrimination 
Everyone should be treated equally 
irrespective of race, religion, gender, 
political view, sexual orientation etc.  

Right to education  
A person has the right not to be denied 
access to the educational system. 

Abolition of the death 
penalty  
The act has abolished the death penalty 
in the UK. 

Protection of property  
A person has the right to the peaceful 
enjoyment of their possessions.  

 

 



 

Source materials  

Below are links to some source materials containing summaries and 

human rights reports for countries including Bahrain, Jordan, China, 

Burma, the UK, the USA and the Ukraine. Read the UK report and 

compare it to your selected country. You should also evaluate the 

source you are using and consider finding some of your own. Parliament 

is not responsible for the content of external links. 

Human Rights Watch 2012 

report 

www.hrw.org/world-report-2012 

United Kingdom  www.amnesty.org/en/region/uk/r

eport-2011  

www.hrw.org/europecentral-

asia/united-kingdom  

Ukraine  www.amnesty.org/en/region/ukra

ine/report-2011  

www.hrw.org/world-report-

2012/world-report-2012-ukraine-

0   

Bahrain  www.amnesty.org/en/region/bahr

ain/report-2011   

www.hrw.org/middle-eastn-

africa/bahrain  

Burma  www.hrw.org/burma  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-

18529727 

Jordan  www.amnesty.org/en/region/jord

an/report-2011 

www.hrw.org/middle-eastn-

africa/jordan  

http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2012
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/uk/report-2011
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/uk/report-2011
http://www.hrw.org/europecentral-asia/united-kingdom
http://www.hrw.org/europecentral-asia/united-kingdom
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/ukraine/report-2011
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/ukraine/report-2011
http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2012/world-report-2012-ukraine-0
http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2012/world-report-2012-ukraine-0
http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2012/world-report-2012-ukraine-0
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/bahrain/report-2011
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/bahrain/report-2011
http://www.hrw.org/middle-eastn-africa/bahrain
http://www.hrw.org/middle-eastn-africa/bahrain
http://www.hrw.org/burma
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-18529727
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-18529727
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/jordan/report-2011
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/jordan/report-2011
http://www.hrw.org/middle-eastn-africa/jordan
http://www.hrw.org/middle-eastn-africa/jordan


 

USA  www.amnesty.org/en/region/usa/

report-2011  

www.hrw.org/world-report-

2012/world-report-2012-united-

states  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-

canada-12966676 

Russia  www.hrw.org/europecentral-

asia/russia  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-

europe-20539819  

China  www.amnesty.org/en/region/chin

a/report-2011 

 

www.hrw.org/asia/china  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-

china-19875389  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-

china-19906743  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-

china-19894292 

 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/usa/report-2011
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/usa/report-2011
http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2012/world-report-2012-united-states
http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2012/world-report-2012-united-states
http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2012/world-report-2012-united-states
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-12966676
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-12966676
http://www.hrw.org/europecentral-asia/russia
http://www.hrw.org/europecentral-asia/russia
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-20539819
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-20539819
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/china/report-2011
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/china/report-2011
http://www.hrw.org/asia/china
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-19875389
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-19875389
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-19906743
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-19906743
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-19894292
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-19894292

