
DIY Laws  
Two lesson plans that examine how laws are made 
and the stages they pass through to become an 
Act of Parliament 

Curriculum areas: Citizenship 
Supporting resources: The stages of a bill 
through Parliament, 

Lesson 1 – Stages of a bill 

Starter 

Individually, ask the students to write down a law that exists (e.g. it is against the law 
to drink and drive). Use slide 1 of the ‘DIY Laws’ presentation to help generate some 
ideas. Ask the students to feedback orally to the whole class. 

Paired task and class discussion - Ideas for new laws 

Ask the students to discuss a law which they think should exist with the person 
sitting next to them. If they find this difficult, they could start by discussing a real law 
that they disagree with or think could be changed to make it better and use this as 
the basis for their new law. Ask each pair to explain their law to the class. 
Summarise each one on the board. Number each one and carry out a vote on their 
favourite. They should write down the number of their favourite on a piece of scrap 
paper. Ask one pair to count the votes and announce the winner. Make sure that 
everyone is aware that laws are made in Parliament and that the first stage of 
making a law is to come up with an idea for a law or a ‘bill’ as they have just done. 

Paired and whole class discussion - draft laws (bills) and how they become laws 

Explain that all draft laws are called ‘bills’ and that most bills are government bills, 
i.e. bills that the Prime Minister and their party wish to make into laws.
In pairs, ask them to discuss how they think Parliament stops the government
pushing through any law that it likes. They should feedback their ideas to the whole
class. Facilitate this feedback and explain that bills have to go through lots of stages
of discussion and changes before they become a law. Explain that sometimes a bill
doesn’t get to become a law as it can be voted out at different stages. Explain that
these legislative stages are an important part of
Parliamentary democracy – they allow all Members of Parliament to comment on
and contribute to the formation of new laws and the amendment of existing laws.



 

 
Paired work to explore the stages of a bill going through Parliament 
 

Give out the ‘stages of a bill’ worksheet and ask the students to draw a flow diagram 
of the main stages of a bill down the left hand side of their book. 
They should then cut out the statement cards on the second page and, in pairs, see 
if they can match the statements to the correct stage. They could stick these into 
their book or make their own notes for each stage. Use slide 2 of the presentation to 
go through the answers: the students should mark their own work and make 
corrections if necessary. 
 
Group task - consolidating students understanding of the stages of a bill 
 

In groups of four, the students should choose a ‘bill’ from the list generated at the 
start of the lesson. Explain that they are going to role-play passing their bill through 
Parliament in the next lesson and that in this lesson they should get it ready for its 
First Reading by creating a title for their bill and writing out at least three conditions 
for the bill. Use slide three of the presentation to show them how to structure this 
task. 
 

Plenary - stages of a bill team race 
 

Divide the class into two teams to match the stages of a bill to their correct 
descriptions. Write up the nine stages of a bill on the board. Choose two people from 
each team to come to the front to do the matching task. Everyone else in the team 
should help by calling out instructions. The two teams should take it in turns. Give 
the first pair the statement cards (stages of a bill race resource). They should stick 
these next to the correct stage on the board. Time each team to see which 
completes the task in the fastest time. 
 

Suggested homework and/or development work 
 

• Find out about two bills currently going through Parliament. 
 
• Write two arguments for and two arguments against the bill they will be developing 
in the next lesson as preparation for the second reading stage. 
 

 
Lesson 2 – Making laws 
 

Starter 
 
Remind the students of the work they were doing on the stages of a bill passing 
through Parliament in the last lesson through a whole class Q&A: read out two or 
three stages of a bill and ask them to name the stage. 
 
Put the students back into their groups of four to work on their draft law as initiated in 
the last lesson. They should have a title for their bill and at least three conditions. 
Give them a few minutes to remind themselves what their bill is about and to 
complete their conditions if they have not already done so. 
 
 
 



 

Main task - DIY Law Challenge 
 

As a whole class, mind-map the features of successful group work on the board and 
then ask each group to democratically elect a chairperson to organise discussion. 
The groups must then carry out a role-play discussion exercise which mimics a bill 
passing through Parliament. Use slide four of the DIY Laws presentation to outline 
the stages of the task. 
 

Group presentations 
 

The chairperson for each group summarises their bill for the whole class. The class 
assume the role of the Monarch by holding up one of the flashcards to either pass or 
block the bill. Remind them that this is called giving the bill ‘The Royal Assent’ for it 
to become a law. It might be helpful to explain that, in the current day, the Queen 
would never block a law at this stage as it has passed through both Houses and she 
would be calling into question the decision of Parliament which would be very 
serious. 
 

Evaluating the benefits of the stages of a bill through Parliament 
 

Divide the students into different small groups and ask them to discuss: 
 

1. Whether they think the process their bill went through improved their bill or 
made it worse. 

 
2. What they think the main advantages and disadvantages are of this process 

in Parliament (e.g. everyone having a say versus time taken to create 
legislation). 

 
3. What they think would happen if the House of Lords rejected a bill that the 

House of Commons wanted to push though. 
 

Plenary 

Facilitate whole class feedback on discussion about the above questions. 

Explain that it is important that all Members can contribute to the legislative process 

to prevent one party pushing laws through unchecked. 

Depending on the level of ability and interest, you could give the example of the fox 

hunting bill as an example of where the two houses disagreed. Explain that the 

House of Lords can hold up a bill for a year. After this, the House of Commons can 

use the Parliament Act to overrule the House of Lords. This could be used to 

stimulate a debate – do they think agree or disagree with this process? Is it right that 

one House should have more power than the other? 

Suggested homework and/or development work 

• The class could take part in a formal debate on a bill of their choosing as a Second 

Reading stage debate. As preparation they can watch a live debate in either the 

House of Commons or House of Lords (www.parliamentlive.tv) and research the 

main Parliamentary debating rules. 

http://www.parliamentlive.tv/
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