
 

 

The Budget – 
KS2 
Curriculum areas: Citizenship 

Supporting resources: ‘Planning a budget’ 

presentation, Playground catalogue table, 

Playground catalogue card sort 
 
Starter: making decisions about spending money 

 

Students work in pairs or small groups to discuss i) the things they like to spend their 

pocket money on and ii) what factors influence their decision on what to spend it on, 

e.g. other people, what they need versus what they want, etc. Answers can be fed 

back to the whole class. If you think the group may struggle with making the 

connection between personal and national spending, then you could introduce the 

link at the start (see the plenary at the end of this plan for information). The plenary 

activity will then act to reinforce this concept, rather than introduce it. 

 

Structured task: learning how to budget - planning to save for a trip to the theme park 

 

Use the ‘planning a budget’ presentation to outline the problem. Students should 

work individually or in pairs to create their own budget to save over a four week 

period for a trip to a theme park. Use the slide three of the PowerPoint as a write-on 

template. Save slide four for the plenary activity.  

Main task: creating a budget for new playground equipment 

Working in pairs or small groups, the students should look at the playground 

catalogue and decide on what equipment they would choose for a youth club with 

£100 to spend, bearing in mind that there must be enough equipment for each of the 

32 youth group members to have something to do during their break. 

Students with low attainment in numeracy could be given three worked examples 

and explain which one they would choose and why. 



 

• Group feedback: each group should explain which equipment they chose, how 

much money they spent and how many people can use it. If there is time you could 

conduct a class vote for the best group. 

• Class discussion: ask the students what factors influenced their decisions and 

whom those decisions would affect, e.g. do they have a bias toward sports 

equipment because the people in the group like sport? How would that affect those 

who do not like sport at the youth group? 

Extend discussion by asking what would happen if the youth club needed to charge 

their members to raise money to buy the equipment? E.g. would everyone pay or 

just the members who used the equipment? How much? How often? Who would 

decide? 

Plenary 

Use the images on slide four of the presentation as stimulus material and ask the 

students what they think the link is between the activities they have completed so far 

and the images they are looking at. Explain that:  

The government (represented by the Downing Street image) collects taxes from 

everyone who works in the UK. 

Public services (represented by the word cloud on the slide) are paid for by these 

taxes, which everyone can then use. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (represented by the red budget box and 11 

Downing Street) is the person who is in charge of the Treasury and decides how to 

spend the money raised by taxes. This is done once a year on Budget Day, where 

the Chancellor announces how the government is planning to spend the money over 

the next year. 

Explain that before this the government will have sat down and worked out how to 

divide the money up (just as the class did with the playground equipment) and when 

they do this they consider how it is going to affect different groups of people, who will 

use the different services. These decisions involve compromise and hard choices.  

Suggested homework and/or development work 

 Look at the summary of the budget for this year online on a news website. 

Students could research changes in the budget or give their opinion on the 

spending plans for the year with justifications. 

 

 The IMF has produced a game to show the different types of currencies through 

different ages: www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/students/money  

 

Please note: Parliament is not responsible for the content of external websites or the upkeep of 

this information and content.  

http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/students/money

