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ter of 20 February regarding the process of appointing Sir John Armitt

as the Chair of the National Infrastructure Commission (NIC).
Whilst I appreciate the Committee's views on the process for Sir John A rmitt's appo intment,
I remain firmly of the view both that Sir John is the best cho ice for the ro le, and t hat the
appropriate processes were followed given the NIC's urgent need for stable leadership as
it develops the first ever National Infrastructure Assessment this yea r.
I have also considered your request to add this appo intment to t he list set out in t he Cabinet
Office Guidance on pre-appointment scrutiny by the House of Commons select
committees. At present, the Treasury Comm ittee's forma l role in appoi ntment processes is
prescribed in statute. The Committee's role in the appoin tment of t he Chair and Members
of the Budget Responsibility Committee, who have a formal role in helping Parlia ment hold
the government to account, is set out in the Budget Responsibi lity and National Audit Act
2011. The Chief Executive of the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) is subject to pre
appointment hearings following an amendment in Apri l 2016 to t he Bank of England and
Financial Services Bi ll. The Comptroller & Auditor General (C&AG) is also listed in t he Cabinet
Office's guidance. However, the C&AG is a Parliamentary office holder, with a unique rol e
in the constitutional arrangements between government and pa rliament, and the specific
arrangements cannot be seen as precedent for any government appointment.
The Treasury Committee has no formal role in Crown appointments such as the Governor
and Deputy Governors of the Bank of England, nor in other M inisterial appointments such
as the Chair at the FCA, th e Cha ir of the Office of Tax Simpli fication, o r mem bers of the
Bank of Eng land's policy committees.
The NIC's role is to provid e impartial, expert advice to the govern ment on economic
infra structure, and the government believes that ministers must be sole ly responsible and
accountable for appointments to senior public posts like the NIC Chair. I therefore do not
believe that it wou ld be appropriate or proportionate for the NIC Chai r to be added to th e
list and subject to pre-appointment hearings. I recogni se the valua ble role of th e

Committee in scrutinising the work of arm's length bodies, but I believe a pre
commencement hearing is sufficient and proportionate given the role of t he NIC.
I can t herefore confirm that time will be made available after any f uture competit ion for
the NIC Chair position for the Co mmittee to hold a pre-commencement hea ring befo re the
appointee takes up their ro le.
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