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I am writing to express my Committee's disappointment with the Government's response to our
report 'Brexit and Northern Ireland: fisheries' which lacks the detail we, and those in the
Northern Ireland fishing industry, hoped for. It also reflects a lack of urgency in addressing key
issues such as the asymmetric implementation of the Voisinage arrangement, securing a
management agreement for Lough Foyle and tackling crushing manpower shortages in the
Northern Ireland fleet.
On the former, we had expected to see firm dates for progress. The Committee is seeking further
information from the Government on the action it is taking now to resolve these issues in the
short to medium term. The Committee would like clarification on the following points raised in
the report:
•

Can the Department set out the timescale for delivering the new digital catch certification
system and will it be ready for businesses and fishermen to use by 29 March 2019?

•

Will the Government list any recent meetings it has had with the Irish Government to
discuss: suspension of the Voisinage arrangement; and maritime borders in Lough Foyle?

•

•

Will the Government set a deadline by which the Irish Government must reinstate
the Voisinage arrangemen� or the UK will also suspend it?

•

Will the Department set a timescale for reaching a management agreement with
the Irish Government for the management of Lough Foyle?

Does the Government intend to take any action in the next 12 months to tackle the
immediate crisis of workforce shortages in the Northern Ireland fishing fleet?

The Committee would also like clarification of the meaning behind the following passages in
the Government response which pertain to the governance gap in Northern Ireland:

