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I am writing in response to your letter of the 13 June as well as the questions raised during my
recent session on 22 May 2018, which I have outlined in Annex A.
You requested that I consider the existing process by which Irish citizens who were born in Ireland
and move to Northern Ireland are able to naturalise to British citizenship. I have considered this
further and do not accept that it is incompatible with the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement; it is
compatible with both the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement and British nationality legislation.
The Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement provides for the citizenship rights of "the people of Northern
Ireland". It recognises in Article 1(vi) the birthright of these people of Northern Ireland to identify
themselves and be accepted as Irish or British, or both, as they may so choose, and accordingly
confirm their right to hold both British and Irish citizenship where they qualify to do so. The people
of Northern Ireland are defined in Annex 2 of the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement as all persons
born in Northern Ireland and having, at the time of their birth. at least one parent who is a British
citizen, an Irish citizen, or is otherwise entitled to reside in Northern Ireland without any restriction
on their period of residence.
This birthright is a critical part of the Belfast Agreement and reflects the unique circumstances of
those born in Northern Ireland; it has been an important dividend of the peace process. The UK
Government is firmly committed to protecting the Belfast Agreement in all its parts as we leave the
EU.
Additionally, and outside of the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement. as Northern Ireland is part of the
UK the rules on British citizenship (as outlined in the British Nationality Act 1981) apply to those
seeking British citizenship. This provides British citizenship to those with a close and continuing
connection with the UK; such as through birth in the UK, or by descent.
Irish citizens born in Ireland and who move to the UK hold a 'special status'. This reflects the UK
and Ireland's shared history and is central to our close social and cultural ties. The rights of Irish
citizens in UK law is rooted in the Ireland Act 1949 and also provided for in subsequent legislation.
These include the right to enter, reside, work and study without seeking permission as well as
access to social security and public services including healthcare. These rights are reciprocal and
also enjoyed by British citizens who move to Ireland. Irish citizens also have the opportunity to
naturalise to British citizenship after just five years; quicker than the route to citizenship for other
EU citizens. The cost of this naturalisation is £1330.

