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18 October 2013 
 
 

Dear Tom, 

 
I wanted to write to give you an update on work that was taken forward over the 
summer as part of the review of our policy towards resettlement of the British Indian 
Ocean Territory announced by the Foreign Secretary in December 2012.  You will 
recall that we spoke about the review when I came to Washington with Tom McKane 
earlier this year. 
 
The Foreign Secretary has now agreed that a technical feasibility study will be 
initiated in the next few months to assess the practical and other factors that might 
affect any decision to permit resettlement of the Territory.  The British Government 
last commissioned such a study in 2000, which concluded that a durable settlement 
on BIOT would not be a feasible prospect.  Without prejudice to the conclusions of 
the new study, the Government’s view has consistently been that any large scale 
resettlement anywhere in BIOT is likely to be precarious and costly.  Nevertheless, 
given the domestic political challenges that BIOT issues present to the Government, 
Ministers consider it important that we look at this issue fairly. 
 
In determining the geographical scope of the new study, the Foreign Secretary is 
minded to agree that it should cover all the islands of the British Indian Ocean 
Territory, including Diego Garcia.  We believe there are strong arguments for so 
doing.  Any attempt peremptorily to exclude Diego Garcia would, in our judgement, 
damage the credibility of the study, without addressing the significant complexities 
that make the re-establishment of a permanent settlement on the island so very 
challenging.  We recognise the significant security concerns that the US Government 
is likely to have about any resettlement of BIOT – in Diego Garcia and in the other 
islands of the Territory – and I am confident that our officials will work together to 
ensure these are appropriately reflected both in the study and in Ministers’ 
subsequent deliberations. 
 
More broadly, I am conscious that your Government remains keen to have certainty 
on the BIOT post 2016 issue.  As I said when we met, I want to reiterate Ministers’ 
clear views that they wish to see a continuation of the US presence on Diego Garcia 
after 2016.  As we have previously discussed, given the challenges of the 1966 



 

 

Agreement’s “silence procedure” and our own Parliamentary timetable, I anticipate 
that we will be able to begin substantive discussions on this with you in late 2014, 
with the objective of securing agreement in the latter half of 2015.  The review of 
resettlement should be completed by then, which will offer some helpful clarity on 
what a post-2016 BIOT will look like. 
 
We will be able to discuss this issue when we meet in London on 8 November, but I 
am not yet sure when the announcement will be made to Parliament; it could be 
before your visit to London. I have asked our Embassy to make contact with your 
officials next week and my officials here will be in touch with their usual contacts in 
your Embassy.  
 
With all good wishes. 
 
Yours ever, 

 

Robert Hannigan  

 

Robert Hannigan 
Director General for Defence and Intelligence 
 






