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You asked about the Main Estimates Memorandum. Your questions and the answers are set 

out below:  

1.  Has the allocation of the CSSF budget been officially agreed by the National Security 

Council for 2016-17 and the remaining years of the Spending Review period? If so, what 

are the allocations agreed? If not, when will the allocations be agreed? 

 

The 2015 Spending Review settlement for the CSSF is shown in the table below: 

Year £ (Millions) 

2016/17 £1,126 

2017/18 £1,163 

2018/19 £1,238 

2019/20 £1,322 

2020/21 £1,334 

 

The NSC agrees allocations on a region and theme basis. A Written Ministerial 

Statement is currently being prepared setting out a breakdown by peacekeeping, 

regional, thematic and security categories for 2016-17.  We will provide an update to the 

Committee once this has been made.  

 

2. The FCO’s peacekeeping budget is now within the CSSF rather than within the Treasury 

Reserve as it was prior to the 2015 Spending Review. What difference does that make to 



 

the FCO? Is there a possibility that peacekeeping spending will now be more constrained 

than when it came directly from the Reserve managed by the Treasury? 

This change makes no difference and does not add additional constraints either to the 

FCO, nor peacekeeping spending.  This budget pays assessed contributions to 

multilateral missions; not discretionary payments.  

3. The Main Estimate indicates that the FCO’s capital DEL budget has reduced from 

£139m in 2015-16 to £98m in 2016-17. What is the reason for the reduction? What is the 

capital budget forecast to be in 2017-18? How does this reduction fit in with the 

Government’s commitment to protect FCO’s budget in real terms in the Spending 

Review period? 

 

The FCO’s baseline Capital settlement has not reduced. The FCO’s opening £98m 

Capital DEL allocation is unchanged from 2015-16 to 2016-17. It remains flat at this level 

throughout the SR 15 five year Capital period. In practice it is above a flat settlement 

since our required Capital contributions to NATO in respect of their new HQ are 

expected to fall by over £10m per annum between 2015-16 and 2018-19.  

 

Our 2015-16 allocation appears higher than £98m because during the course of the year 

it was uplifted.  The uplift arose because: other government departments transferred to 

us £12m in respect of work we carried out on their behalf; the FCO switched £22m of its 

Admin allocation to Capital in the supplementary estimate; HMT provided the FCO with a 

£10m reserve claim as a loan. The reserve claim and Admin to Capital switch were 

primarily needed to cover slippage of planned property disposals in Jakarta and 

Singapore. 

 

I hope the above information answers your questions.   

 

Karen Pierce 

Chief Operating Officer 

 


