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BAN ON THE USE OF COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS IN THE EXTERNAL WALLS OF
HIGH RISE RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

Thank you for your letter of 10 December on this subject.
I am grateful for the Committee's support for the publication of the regulations implementing
the ban. I set out below responses to the particular points raised in your letter.
Scope of the ban

In deciding on the scope of the ban, the Government has carefully considered
understandable public concern alongside expert advice and concluded that the ban should
be applied to those buildings where external fire spread presents a greater risk. The existing
functional requirements in Part B of Schedule 1 of the Building Regulations will of course
continue to apply to all buildings. For those high rise buildings not covered by the ban, the
existing provisions in the Approved Document B guidance for insulation products, filler
material etc to be of limited combustibility or for the whole wall system to pass a BS 8414 test
continue to apply. The provisions of the Fire Safety Order will also apply. It would therefore
be wrong to consider that no measures exist for the protection of people in buildings outside
the scope of the ban.
We will be keeping the regulations under review and we have identified in particular the issue
of height thresholds to be considered in the technical review of Approved Document B, for
which we issued a call for evidence on 18 December.
In relation to existing buildings, Building Regulations apply when building work is being
undertaken. So the ban will apply, for example, when a material alteration is made to a
building - which would include where an external wall system is being renovated - but the
ban cannot be applied where no work is being undertaken. We expect building owners to
assess fire safety risks and take appropriate action.

