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From Dr Sarah Wollaston MP, Chair
Simon Stevens
Chief Executive, NHS England

8 August 2017

Dear Simon,
I am writing to seek clarification of the impact the national review of low value
prescribing will have on the NHS’s provision of free travel vaccines. It has been brought to
my attention that as part of this review the NHS may cease to fund vaccines for overseas
travel which protect against, Diphtheria, Polio and Tetanus (DPT), Typhoid, Hepatitis A,
and Cholera. I understand that these vaccinations are predominantly provided to people
travelling to the Indian sub-continent and Asia.
I am concerned that the public health consequences of altering the availability of travel
vaccines may outweigh any financial savings that could be accrued as a result of this
measure. I would be grateful, therefore, if you could confirm whether the provision of
free travel vaccines is under review and, this being the case, which vaccines are being the
reviewed and the timeframe for implementing any potential changes.
Furthermore, outlined below are a number of queries on which I would welcome your
response:
 What saving to the public purse could be achieved by ending the provision of free
travel vaccines funded by the NHS?
 What assessment has been made of the number of people who may travel
without immunisation if free travel vaccinations are no longer funded by the NHS?
 What consideration has been given to the public interpretation of describing
travel vaccines as low-value prescription items?
 Would the removal of free NHS travel vaccines be consistent with the UK’s historic
approach which has operated on the basis of a high level of caution?
Yours sincerely,

Dr Sarah Wollaston MP
Chair of the Committee

