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Background 

1. The House of Commons Administration Committee and the House of Lords Information 
Committee in their 2007 reports on Improving Facilities for Educational Visitors to Parliament  
included a recommendation that a travel subsidy scheme be introduced to encourage visits to 
Parliament from schools located in constituencies more remote from Westminster. 

 
2. Both Houses agreed to a motion supporting the recommendations in the reports.  

 
3. In July 2007, the Administration Committee agreed proposals for a pilot scheme to assess the 

merits of alternative approaches with a fixed budget of £250,000.    
 

Three subsidy models were assessed: 
• Schools paid a percentage of the travel costs actually incurred; UK divided into bands, 

with higher percentages for the furthest bands from London 
• a fixed sum per mile travelled paid (the system used by the Welsh Assembly) 
• the money divided into fixed lump sum grants, banded by distance from London (used 

for trips to the Australian Parliament) 
 
4. After research and analysis by staff and external project assurance, the first option was selected. 

The UK is split into three bands: Band A covers London and the South East, for which no 
subsidy is available; Band B attracts a subsidy of 50% of costs with a maximum claim of £650; 
Band C attracts a subsidy of 75%, with a maximum claim of £1250. The banding system was 
chosen in order to introduce some sensitivity to distance and difficulty of journey, while keeping 
the bands quite broad so as not to increase the administrative overhead.  
 

5. The pilot scheme was introduced in January 2009 and ran for two school terms. The National 
Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) conducted an evaluation of the scheme,  which 
was incorporated into a report of the pilot scheme.  
 

6. The report of the pilot scheme was presented to the Administration Committee in July 2009. 
The pilot had demonstrated that the desired effect had been achieved: more schools from 
outside London and the South East had come on school visits. An additional impact was to 
increase the proportion of state school visits. The Committee agreed to make the scheme 
permanent (para 20) but decided not to extend the subsidy scheme to cover teachers’ 
attendance at seminar days (para 22). In the House of Lords, the House Committee agreed to 
the permanent scheme at its meeting on 15 December 2009, as noted by the Information 
Committee in January 2010. 
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