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1. POST, as an office of both Houses, is administered by a Parliamentary Board, composed of 

10 members of the House of Commons, four of the House of Lords and also, uniquely for 
Parliament, four external leading figures from scientific or technological disciplines.  The 
Board provides strategic guidance and is also responsible, through the Director, for quality 
control of the Office’s output and activities.  Board members are appointed for the 
duration of one Parliament, with the assumption that the external members are 
automatically re-appointed if they so wish. 
 

2. Three House of Commons members are appointed to represent Commons committees – 
one is appointed by the Science and Technology Committee.  The Administration 
Committee is invited to appoint two members.  It has in the past appointed two of its 
own number, but it has been suggested that it might be more appropriate to appoint one 
member of the Administration Committee and invite the Energy and Climate Change 
Committee (ECCC) to nominate a member for the second position.  When the original 
arrangements for committee nominations to the Board were made, the ECCC did not 
exist. 

 
3. The requirements of the positions are set out below. 
 

• POST’s Board meets four or five times a year, usually for one hour maximum, on a 
mid-week afternoon, while the Houses are in session. 

 
• Outside of Board meetings, members receive draft copies of POST publications, to 

enable them to comment on content before publication.  Commentary is entirely at 
the individual Board member’s discretion.  All POST draft publications are also sent 
to external expert reviewers, for quality control purposes. 

 
• Board members act as POST’s ‘eyes and ears’ within Parliament and are invited to 

suggest subjects on which the Office might work. 
 

• Board members participate in the activities of POST as a member of the European 
Parliamentary Technology Assessment network.  Once a year, at least one Board 
member is invited to accompany the Director and/or relevant staff member of the 
Office to attend the two-day annual conference of the Association.  This is usually 
in October or November. 

 
• The Office frequently invites Board members to participate in other external 

activities, in the UK or abroad and may also put external organisations that 
approach it seeking Parliamentary figures to invite to receptions, conferences, etc., 
in contact with Board members,  

 
4. Does the Committee wish to nominate two of its number to serve on the POST 

board, or to nominate one member from the Administration Committee and 
invite a nomination from the Energy and Climate Change Committee? 
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