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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 12 MARCH 2012 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

Rosie Cooper 
Thomas Doherty 
Graham Evans 
Simon Kirby 

Mr Kevan Jones 
Nigel Mills 

Mr John Spellar 
Mark Tami 

Mr Dave Watts 
 

Apologies:  Dr Phillip Lee, Sarah Newton, Mike Weatherley  
 
In attendance: Charlotte Simmonds, Head of Fire, Safety and Environment, David Kaye, 

Fire Safety Manager, Jim Geoghegan, Assistant Fire Safety Manager, John 
Bradbury, Project Leader (fire safety works programme) and Jim Fitzpatrick 
MP (for item 3). 

  
 Mr John Spellar took the Chair in the temporary absence of the Chairman 

 
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting held on 5 March.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee agreed that that the Science and Technology 
Committee could have still photographs taken at its meeting on 14 March, when 
children would be shadowing Members. The Committee deferred a decision on a 
request for a brass band to play in the Jubilee Room on 4 July. Members 
acknowledged that the music could disturb proceedings in Westminster Hall. An 
alternative venue or time would be investigated before a final decision was taken. 
The Committee agreed not to recommend a request from Huw Irranca-Davies MP 
that a toilet in the House of Commons should be twinned with a toilet in a refugee 
camp in Burundi or in a Cambodian village. The Committee agreed to advise that a 
request for a promotion for basketball could take place on Speaker’s Green.   
 
Members were informed that the Commission would discuss on 26 March the 
proposal that Members should be provided with iPads. A Member said that the 
Commission would have to make a decision at that meeting if Members were to be 
able to purchase iPads before the end of the current financial year, should the 



2010–12/PI52 
 

2 

 

Commission agree to provide Member with iPads. A Member requested that the 
Commission be informed that provision of iPads was strongly related to the Print-to-
Web project.     
 
 

2. REQUEST FOR THE PRODUCTION OF A SET OF DRAWINGS 
  

The Committee agreed to recommend to the Speaker that permission for an artist to 
draw the ‘private life’ of Parliament should not be granted. The Works of Art 
Committee had previously opposed similar requests. 
 

 Sir Alan Haselhurst took the Chair. 
 
 

3. FIRE SAFETY 
 

The Committee was briefed by Charlotte Simmonds, Head of Fire, Safety and 
Environment, David Kaye, Fire Safety Manager, Jim Geoghegan, Assistant Fire Safety 
Manager, John Bradbury, Project Leader (fire safety works programme) and Jim 
Fitzpatrick MP. 
 
Charlotte Simmonds explained the legal framework under which fire safety in the 
Houses of Parliament operated — Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 —  and 
the responsibilities that this legislation placed on individuals and Members. She said 
that the House was compliant with the legislation but could be more robust in its 
operation of fire safety measures. She explained the organisational structure of the Fire 
Risk Management Team and its reporting structure through the Fire Safety Committee 
to the Clerk of the House and the Clerk of Parliaments. The Committee was informed 
that there were 250-300 alarms each year, although only two of those had resulted 
from fires. Volunteers acted as fire marshals and during the past year the number of 
fire marshals had improved significantly with only a few areas, mainly those only or 
largely occupied by Members , where coverage was still poor.  
 
The Committee was informed that the Fire Safety Management Team had a series of 
strategic objectives, which included continued installation of fire systems throughout 
the estate and the introduction of compartmented fire zones in the Palace. There were 
more than 250,000 components to the fire system in the Palace alone. Problems were 
occurring because of the age of some of systems as parts were obsolete. Charlotte 
Simmonds requested co-operation from Members and staff in a number of areas: 
meeting the full regulations was the most urgent; training (where Member and 
Member’s staff take up was poor); marshal coverage (90% across the estate); and fire 
drills. She informed the Committee that the team was working with the Speaker and 
with the whips to address these issues. A mock Chamber evacuation would take place 
soon.  
 
Members were conducted on a tour of the Palace, Portcullis House and the control 
room in 1 Canon Row.     

 
 
4. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 19 MARCH 2012 AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


