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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2012 
AT 4.30 PM IN TV CONTROL ROOM, 7 MILLBANK 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Rosie Cooper 
Graham Evans 

Mr Mark Francois 
Mr Kevan Jones 

Simon Kirby 
Dr Phillip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 
Mark Tami 

Mr Dave Watts 
Mike Weatherley 

 
Apologies:  Thomas Docherty, Mr John Spellar. 
 
In attendance: John Angeli, Director of Parliamentary Broadcasting (for item 1) 
  

 
1. TELEVISION: RULES OF COVERAGE 
 

The Committee was briefed by John Angeli, Director of Parliamentary Broadcasting. 
Members were shown a recording of the test pictures taken in the Chamber from 
small cameras located on the Table of the Chamber. These displayed the proposed 
camera angles at eye-level of Ministers at the Despatch boxes. Discussion took place 
regarding the possible problems of locating the cameras in the test location, such as 
obscuring the view of the Chairman of Ways and Means when the House was in 
Committee and of the possibility of the cameras being disturbed during Divisions. 
 
John Angeli informed Members that there were proposals to increase the number of 
cameras in Committee rooms. He noted that it had recently been more challenging for 
directors when broadcasting Committee meetings due to the increase in Members 
using iPads during meetings: the directors did not want to convey a perception that 
Members were not concentrating on the questioning of witnesses.  
 
Members of the Committee were informed that there had been an increase in the 
number of licence holders for receiving Parliamentary broadcasting since the change 
from PARBUL to Bowtie. Licence holders did not pay for coverage of the Chambers of 



2010–12/PI48 
 

2 

 

the Commons or Lords, but paid £430 per Select Committee for the provision of 
coverage of the Committee. 
 
There is a video-based archive, stored at the British Film Institute, but this would need 
to be digitalised as it is currently stored in analogue format. Educational access to the 
content was not currently available.  
 
Members were given a demonstration of the operation of the controls rooms for the 
Commons and Lords. 
 
Discussions took place regarding the test of the new camera angles in the Chamber. It 
was suggested that a test of the cameras should be undertaken in the Chamber when 
the House was sitting, but that at present pictures from the new cameras should not 
be broadcast. It was stated that the cost of the equipment for a test would be 
approximately £17,000 and that the test would cost £2,000 to operate for a few 
weeks. 
 
 

2. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2012 AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


