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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 30 JANUARY 2012 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Rosie Cooper 

Thomas Docherty 
Graham Evans 

Mr Mark Francois 
Mr Kevan Jones 

Simon Kirby 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 

Sarah Newton 
Mr John Spellar 

Mark Tami 
Mr Dave Watts 

Mike Weatherley 
 
 

Apologies:  Dr Phillip Lee 
 
In attendance: Joan Miller, Director of PICT and Richard McLean, Programme Executive (for 

item 3) 
 Steve Wise, House of Commons Library (for item 4) 

 Deborah Newman, Head of Visitor Services, and Chris Weeds, Visitor 
Services (for item 5) 

 Matthew Hamlyn, Head of the Office of the Chief Executive, Marianne 
Cwynarski, Head of Central Communications, and Vasilis Gialias, Central 
Communications Manager (for item 6) 

 James Robertson, Director of Accommodation and Logistics Services, 
Department of Facilities (for item 7) 

 Dr Ruth Fox, Director of the Parliament and Government Programme, 
Hansard Society (for item 8) 

 
 
1. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
  

Mark Tami declared his interests in accordance with the Resolution of the House of 13 
July 1992. 
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2. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 
 

The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 23 January.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee noted that an advertisement in the Members’ 
Commons Quarterly magazine which advertised services offered internally by Hillgate 
travel. IPSA’s activities in relation to travel services were also discussed. 
 
 

3. IPAD TRIAL AND PICT STRATEGY UPDATE 
 

The Committee noted the findings of an evaluation of the pilot of iPads for 
distribution of Committee papers. 
 
Joan Miller reported that the trial had been a success. The trial had indicated the 
practicality of reducing the amount of paper consumed and that the iPads assisted 
Members when they were transient. She noted that there were issues in rolling out 
iPads to all Members, such as which model to purchase. A new iPad model was due 
for release in March, which would probably lead to a fall in the cost of the current iPad 
2 model. Other devices were in the market, but the iPad was ahead of the field with 
regard to functionality. She informed the Members that the Clerk of the House was 
enthusiastic about the use of iPads and appreciated the added value that they could 
provide Members. 
 
PICT was currently working out how to extend the use of iPads, and remote 
management was being developed to provide enhanced security. The iPad 1s that had 
been purchased for the trial had cost approximately £500 each, which was now the 
retail price for the iPad 2. It was anticipated that with the launch of the new model the 
cost of an iPad 2 would possibly fall to £250 each. A Member noted that the iPad 3 
was likely to be faster and have a higher resolution screen and camera. Joan Miller 
confirmed that the connectivity charge for mobile telephony would not drop and 
would remain at £15 per month per device. When asked about discounts for bulk 
purchases she said that Apple provided very limited discounts. Any discounts had been 
included in the figures provided in the paper. A Member highlighted the point that 
Committees would make savings from the use of iPads through the reduction in the 
volume of printing, and he did not want to wait until the next Parliament before these 
savings would be achieved. The iPads also increased the efficiency of Members. 
 
Members discussed the issue of how iPads should be provided to Members within the 
present Parliament. Joan Miller said that iPads would have a lifetime of two years while 
desktops and laptops were expected to last for the duration of a Parliament. Laptops 
and desktops were provided to Members via a Resolution of the House (2 laptops and 
3 desktops); Members provided their own mobile devices that were connected by PICT. 
It was discussed whether iPads should be included in the range of choices for 
Members; this would require a new Resolution of the House. The options for the 
present time were; the House pays; Members purchased the iPads from their 
allowances; or IPSA provided them. Joan Miller said that she had not talked to IPSA 
about the provision of iPads. 
 
The Committee agreed that iPads should be provided to Members through their 
allocation of IT equipment from the House and should be added as a sixth item, in 
addition to the existing provision. The Committee agreed that the Chairman would 
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write to the Commission of the House to determine whether a new Resolution were 
required for the allocation of iPads to Members. The Committee agreed that the 
Chairman would also write to the Clerk of the House urging early acceptance of the 
proposal that all Members be provided with iPads as part of their IT equipment 
allocation.           

 
Richard Mclean provided an update on the PICT strategy. The business case for 
improved WiFi was currently with the Clerk of the House and with the Clerk of the 
Parliaments; however, tendering, once the business case was approved, would take 
some time. It was hoped that WiFi would be available across the whole estate by this 
time next year. The Management Boards of each House had approved the 
implementation plan for Cloud Computing. This should be put into action by April 
2013, once the required equipment had been procured. All issues, including security, 
should have been resolved at that time. It was noted that there would be an increase 
in storage, especially for emails. Security was recognised as an important issue and 
advice was being obtained for the Government security organisation. It was noted that 
suppliers would have to meet the security concerns.   

 
 
4. NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

The Committee was briefed by Steve Wise, House of Commons Library. He informed 
Members that the re-tendering of the contract for the provision of the online news 
service had taken place and a saving of £125,000 per annum had been achieved. 
However, the new contract did not provide coverage of the The Sun and only provided 
abstracts for The Times and The Sunday Times. Additional subscriptions for hardcopy 
versions of these newspapers had been taken out. The Committee agreed with the 
approach being taken for the online news service.  
 
 

5. TOURS OF THE CLOCK TOWER 
 

The Committee was briefed by Deborah Newman, Head of Visitor Services, and Chris 
Weeds, Visitor Services. The Committee noted arrangements for charging for Clock 
Tower tours. 

 
 
6. VISITOR ACCESS INQUIRY: ORAL EVIDENCE 
 

The Committee took oral evidence from Dr Ruth Fox, Director of the Parliament and 
Government Programme, Hansard Society. A separate transcript will be published. 
 
 

7. BOTTLED WATER 
 

The Committee was briefed by James Robertson, Director of Accommodation and 
Logistics Services, Department of Facilities. James Robertson informed the Committee 
that trials of water coolers and tap water in carafes were proposed to take place 
between the Easter and Summer recesses. The provision of tap water in carafes would 
involve some costs for additional staff for the purchase of the carafes. The Committee 
welcomed the trials, given the strong views on bottled water by some Members. The 
Committee agreed to recommend that the trial  should proceed.  
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8. INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS TO MEMBERS 
 
The Committee was briefed by Matthew Hamlyn, Head of the Office of the Chief 
Executive, Marianne Cwynarski, Head of Central Communications, and Vasilis Gialias, 
Central Communications Manager. 

 
For Commons Quarterly, the cost of printing the circulation of 1,000 copies was £600 
per edition. The use of lower-quality paper had been explored and would result in a 
small saving in costs. This would be explored further. There were no readership figures 
for the hardcopy version of the magazine available. The total cost per issue, including 
editorial, design and printing costs was £1.39p per copy. The Committee noted the 
conclusions of the update, and agreed with proposed reductions in printed materials. 
 
 

9. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2012 AT 4.30 PM IN 
THE TV CONTROL ROOM, 7 MILLBANK. 


