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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23 JANUARY 2012 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Rosie Cooper 

Thomas Docherty 
Graham Evans 

Mr Mark Francois 
Mr Kevan Jones 

Simon Kirby 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 

Sarah Newton 
Mr John Spellar 
Mr Dave Watts 

Mike Weatherley 
 

Apologies:  Dr Phillip Lee, Angela Smith. 
 
In attendance: Bernard Donoghue, Director, Association of Leading Visitor Attractions (for 

item 7) 
 
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 16 January.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee noted that Angela Smith was likely to be replaced 
by Mark Tami and thanked her for her service on the Committee. 
 
The Committee noted a report commissioned by the House on income generation 
ideas, and deferred consideration until a later date.   
 
The Committee noted that the Commission was due to discuss proposals relating to 
market testing of services provided by the House, and agreed to consider that topic at 
a later date. A Member said that any proposal to market test specific services presently 
provided by the House should be precise in its specifications and that the House 
should, where possible, seek to source UK suppliers of services. 
 
The Committee noted plans to install a Trainline ticket machine in the House, and that 
the Committee should be consulted if a definite proposal emerged.  The Committee 
noted that the machine would be located in the Members’ Centre. 
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The Committee noted Mr Speaker’s approval of several recommendations relating to 
broadcasting in the House.  A report back would be made when firm proposals to 
implement them were drawn up.  
 
The Committee noted that the 6 February meeting would take place at the television 
control room at 7 Millbank, where Members would be able to see the TV director and 
his team deciding what and how to film from the Chamber.   
 
The Committee noted a suggestion that Members view options for redeveloping the 
Adjournment restaurant and its menus on 29 February.  A Member said that there had 
been several complaints among other Members about the new service in the 
Members’ Dining Room.  Another said that the new service had received a number of 
compliments.  
 
 

2. COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE 
 

The Committee noted an update on attendance. The Chair said that he would contact 
relevant Whips about Members at risk of missing the 60 per cent threshold expected 
during the 2010-12 Session. 

 
 
3. UPDATE FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

The Committee noted an update from the Chief Executive.   
 
 

4. STATIONERY CONTRACT: UPDATE 
 

The Committee noted an update on progress towards letting the House’s stationery 
and printer toner contracts. 
 
The Committee noted that the Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) 
had informed the House’s procurement team that it was in discussion with one or 
more stationery suppliers regarding direct payment by IPSA of Members’ approved 
stationery purchases.  A Member noted that IPSA had acted in a similar way in relation 
to some travel services. 
 
The Committee agreed to invite the Chief Executive of the House of Commons to give 
a view on how services provided directly or indirectly by IPSA interacted with those 
provided by the House; and to invite the Chief Executive of IPSA to meet the 
Committee to discuss the matter. 

 
 
5. QUESTIONS TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS COMMISSION 
 

The Committee noted an update on recent Questions answered by the House of 
Commons Commission. 
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6. VIDEO CONFERENCES BY SELECT COMMITTEES 
 

The Committee noted an update on the use of video conferencing by Select 
Committees.  Several Members stated the value of increased use of video conferencing 
for simple exchanges of information, but that site visits and visits to other countries 
could contain added value.  A Member suggested that witnesses giving evidence by 
video link might not be fully aware of the formality of proceedings and that the Liaison 
Committee should take steps to ensure that witnesses were appropriately informed of 
the status of such evidence.  Another Member suggested that Committees making 
travel bids should be required to include a note on why the evidence sought could not 
be gathered using video or other remote technology.  The Committee agreed to make 
those points to the Liaison Committee, which has responsibility for setting guidelines 
for and approving Committee travel. 
 
 

7. VISITOR ACCESS INQUIRY: ORAL EVIDENCE 
 

The Committee took oral evidence from Bernard Donoghue, Director, Association of 
Leading Visitor Attractions. A separate transcript will be published. 
 
 

8. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 30 JANUARY 2012 AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


