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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 5 DECEMBER 2011 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Thomas Docherty 

Graham Evans 
Mark Francois 
Dr Phillip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 

Sarah Newton 
Mr John Spellar 

Mike Weatherley 
 

Apologies:  Rosie Cooper, Mark Hunter, Dave Watts. 
 
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 28 November.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee noted that a new working group on the operation 
of all-party parliamentary groups had been created.  A Member asked why the 
Administration Committee had been neither consulted on the group’s creation nor 
offered a place on the group.  
 
The Chair reported back to a request from a Member the previous week for further 
information on how the £27,790 cost of conducting the annual Member’s survey. The 
survey was conducted by SPA Future Thinking, and this was the third and final of the 
present contract.  The overall cost included: 
 

• Advice to the House on developing the questionnaire and the appropriate survey 
approach; 

• Producing and hosting the on-line survey and providing a paper alternative; 
• Conducting the survey including dealing with questions from those surveyed and 

following up non-responders; 
• Analysing the results; 
• Writing a report (draft, revised and final versions); and 
• Attendance of staff at project board meetings and to present the results. 
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2. VISITOR ACCESS INQUIRY 
 

The Committee agreed to treat as written evidence a letter received from the House 
of Lords Administration and Works Committee. 
 
A Member said that the Lords’ response was unfortunate and negative.  Another 
Member suggested that the inquiry should examine the split of costs between the 
Lords and the Commons for visitor services given an apparent lack of co-operation 
from the Lords end of the building over Black Rod’s Garden Entrance and the various 
matters raised in the new letter. Another said that there were clearly differences in 
approach to visitors and revenue raising between the Commons and the Lords and 
suggested that the Chair hold informal discussions with Lords Brabazon and Kirkwood, 
and the Lord Speaker to gauge where the dividing lines lay.   
 
 

3. BROADCASTING: RULES OF COVERAGE 
 

The Committee agreed terms of reference for an inquiry into broadcasting rules of 
coverage, as follows:  
 

The Committee will consider the current rules of coverage for the Chamber, 
Westminster Hall and Committees, and whether any change is required. 

 
A Member requested that the three other UK Parliaments and Assemblies be 
approached for comparative information on broadcast arrangements. 
 
 

4. BROADCASTING: FILMING ARRANGEMENTS 
 

The Committee considered a package of proposals to change filming and broadcast 
arrangements on the estate, resulting from its meeting with representatives of major 
broadcast organisations and the Press Gallery on 7 November.  Members agreed that 
extending access for broadcasters was desirable where it did not interfere with the 
routine business of the House or its Members. They considered that the costs arising 
from any proposal should fall to the broadcasters themselves, and not to the House, 
particularly given the broadcasters’ withdrawal of financial support during 2011 for 
parliamentary broadcasting.   
 
The Committee agreed that:  
 

1) Any costs arising from work required by the following proposals be 
entirely covered by the broadcasting organisations themselves and not 
by the House. 
 
2) Subject to broadcasters themselves carrying any associated costs and 
to agreement with the Serjeant at Arms about placement of cameras, 
angles of filming and coverage, and prevention of any obstruction of 
Members in their parliamentary duties, new interview points should be 
permitted in Westminster Hall and the first landing off the Lower 
Waiting Hall by the Barry statue. 
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3) Major broadcasters should be able to present news bulletins from the 
Upper Waiting Hall on selected occasions, those occasions to be proposed 
to the Serjeant at Arms and approved on a case by case basis by the 
Administration Committee.   
 
4) Proposals to film, with the permission of the sponsoring Member, 
events, exhibitions, conferences and receptions held in Commons 
Committee rooms or other Palace venues should be referred to the 
Administration Committee for consideration.   
 
4a) The simultaneous broadcast of such events, given the limits on what 
may be broadcast at any given time and the importance of 
parliamentary, as opposed to individual, events should not be permitted, 
except in exceptional circumstances; and any request to invoke 
exceptional circumstances should be made to the Serjeant at Arms, and 
approved by the Administration Committee. 
 

The Committee rejected proposals to: 
 

1) permit interview points in the Colonade and in St Stephen’s Hall 
 
2) permit news programme broadcasts from Central Lobby 
 
3) enabling broadcasters to film Select Committee witnesses and others 
on matters related to Parliamentary business.   
 
4) extend the broadcasters’ freedom to film in Portcullis House, on the 
grounds that individuals would be filmed without their knowledge or 
consent and that such filming may interfere with parliamentary business. 

 
The Committee considered a proposal that the Speaker’s daily procession be filmed 
and noted that that was a matter for Mr Speaker. A Member noted that daily filming 
would create an opportunity for campaigners to use Central Lobby to promote their 
causes.  The Committee agreed to advise Mr Speaker that they would not oppose the  
proposal should he wish to accept it. 
 
 

5. PROCEDURE COMMITTEE: SITTINGS INQUIRY 
 

The Committee considered a note from the Procedure Committee and agreed not to 
make a submission to the inquiry now.  It agreed to consider making a submission 
once it became clear what changes the Procedure Committee may propose to make. 
 
 

6. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 12 DECEMBER AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


