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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2011 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 
Graham Evans 
Mark Francois 
Simon Kirby 

Mr Kevan Jones 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 

Mike Weatherley 
 

Apologies:  Thomas Docherty, Mark Hunter, Dr Phillip Lee, Sarah Newton, Mr John 
Spellar, Dave Watts. 

 
In attendance:  Mel Barlex, Director of Parliamentary Estates, and Christine Sillis, Deputy 

Director Projects, Parliamentary Estates Directorate (for item 4) 
  
1. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 
Simon Kirby declared his interests in accordance with the Resolution of the House of 
13 July 1992. 

 
2. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 21 November.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee noted that catering services in the House were 
expected to operate at a reduced level on Wednesday 30 November as a result of the 
public sector strike.  
 
The Committee noted that a newspaper article relating to its decision of 14 November 
on Iconic Spectaculars contained information that could have been passed to the 
newspaper only by someone present at the private meeting on that day.  The Chair 
pointed out that the paper may well have obtained the basic story from the 
Committee’s minutes of the meeting, which were published on Tuesday 22 November, 
but that it would not have been possible from those minutes for the newspaper to 
know what any individual Member had said during the meeting, nor were the pictures, 
which the Mail on Sunday has reproduced, published by the Committee. He reminded 
Members that Committee proceedings are confidential, except in so far as decisions 
and the Notes of Discussion were published.  He emphasised that Committee papers 
were intended for the use only of Members of the Committee and should not, under 
any circumstances, be shared with anyone else.  Quite apart from any breach of 
privilege involved, he noted that it was a grave discourtesy to colleagues on the 
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Committee to report outside the Room what had been said within it. He would write 
in the same terms to those Members not present. 
 
The Committee agreed to recommend that access rules be altered so that Members’ 
spouses could be served drinks in the Strangers’ Bar and that former Members who 
were also Members of other Parliaments and Assemblies should not have their rights in 
that capacity infringed by rules relating to their other membership.  The former 
recommendation arose from an oversight in the existing rules, which had come to light 
because of the Committee’s recommendation that rules in the bar be applied more 
strictly.  Members’ spouses had since, quite correctly, been refused drinks.  The latter 
recommendation arose from the example of a Member of the European Parliament 
who had been refused access to the Commons on a former Members’ pass. 
 
The Committee agreed that a derogation from the rules relating to performance in 
Portcullis House be granted to the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association so that 
the Destiny Africa Children’s Choir could perform there on 12 or 15 December. 
 
The Committee agreed that a one-off derogation from the rules relating to 
performance in Portcullis House be granted to the Parliament Choir so that it might 
perform there on Tuesday 13 December 2011. The Committee noted that a similar 
request had been granted at late notice in 2010, and that the Choir had been 
informed that it should make every effort to seek a Wednesday evening for this year’s 
performance, but had not obtained one.  The Committee agreed that the Choir be 
informed that exceptional permission to break the rules would not again be granted in 
2012 or beyond for the Christmas concert. 
 
The Committee noted that two recommendations in its Catering and Retail Services 
report had been implemented: the Members’ Tea Room had closed on non-sitting 
Fridays and lunchtime access and new booking rights had been extended to all staff of 
the House and members of the Press Gallery.  Further updates on implementation of 
the Committee’s recommendations were expected in December and in March 2012. 
 
The Committee noted information provided by the Clerk of the House and Chief 
Executive as a result of his meeting with the Committee on 31 October. 

 
3. SURVEY OF SERVICES 2012 

 
The Committee noted an update stating that the next survey of Members would occur 
between 23 January and 3 February 2012, with results presented to the Committee 
after Easter.  The survey, the final one of three, would cost £27,790.  A Member 
requested further information on how that money was spent, and an update on 
actions taken as a result of previous surveys.  Several Members questioned the value of 
such surveys, particularly their value for money. 
 

4. VISITOR ACCESS INQUIRY: ORAL EVIDENCE 
 

The Committee took oral evidence from Mel Barlex, Director of Parliamentary Estates, 
and Christine Sillis, Deputy Director Projects, Parliamentary Estates Directorate. A 
separate transcript will be published. 
 

5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 5 DECEMBER AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


