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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2011 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Rosie Cooper  

Mr Kevan Jones 
Dr Philip Lee 
Tessa Munt 

Mr John Spellar 
Mr Shaileish Vara 
Mike Weatherley 

 
Apologies:  Thomas Docherty, Mark Francois, Nigel Mills, Sarah Newton, Bob Russell.  
 
In attendance:  Sue Harrison, Director of Catering and Retail Services (for item 2) 
  Peter Knowles, Controller, BBC Parliament; Gavin Allen, Editor, BBC 

Westminster; and Simon Mares, Westminster News Editor, ITV Regions (for 
item 3) 

  
 
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 31 October.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee noted that as at 31 October, the number of children 
using the House of Commons Nursery was 24.  Of those, five were the children of 
Members and a further five of Members’ staff.  The children of House staff filled 13 
places, and one civil servant had placed a child there.  A further nine children were 
registered to enter the nursery: one was the child of an MP, three of MPs’ staff, four of 
House staff and one of a civil servant. 
 
The Committee rejected a proposal by the BBC’s Daily Politics programme to make 26 
short films about Parliamentary procedure and processes for its next series.  The Chair 
reported that he had privately met the programme’s producer, Helen Gray, to discuss 
the proposal, and had raised concerns about the proposal.  Members thought the idea 
good in principle but were concerned by the tone of the proposal and the suggested 
presentational style. 
 
The Committee rejected a request from Neil Parish MP, Chair of the Associate 
Parliamentary Group for Animal Welfare, that the BBC be allowed to film its meeting 
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on 6 December. Documentary filming was not allowed under House rules except in 
exceptional circumstances, and this proposal did not meet that test. 
 
The Committee noted that a book of commitment will be placed between the 
Members’ Cloakroom and the Members’ staircase on 16 to 18 and 23 to 26 January to 
mark Holocaust Memorial Day. 
 

 
2. CATERING: IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The Committee was briefed by Sue Harrison, Director of Catering and Retail Services, 
and Robert Gibbs, Operations Manager, on proposals to begin implementation of 
recommendations made by the Committee in its First Report of the Session and agreed 
by the Commission in September 2011. 
 
The Committee agreed to: 
 

support proposed changes in the opening hours of the Smoking Room 
from 10 January 2012.  These are: 5.30 pm to 11.45 pm on Monday and 
Tuesday; 5.30 pm to 10.30 pm on Wednesday. 
 
recommend retention of current food provision in the Smoking Room. It 
was assumed that the cost of providing snack foods should be subsumed 
into the costs charged for drinks. 
 
rescind its previous recommendation suggesting that the name of the 
Smoking Room be changed. 
 
support plans to introduce guest access to the Chess Room from January 
2012. 
 
support a three-month trial of a new coffee service in Strangers Bar and 
associated changes to hours.  It suggested that changes to access 
arrangements be deferred until that trial’s conclusions had been 
digested. 
 
support extension of access to the Adjournment to members of the Press 
Gallery for a year-long trial from 21 November 2011.  
 
support closure of the Moncrieff’s table service restaurant by Christmas 
2011 at the latest. 
 
rescind its previous recommendation in favour of changing the name of 
Moncrieff’s Cafebar to Annie’s. 
 
support changes in the opening hours and access arrangements of the 
Pugin Room from January 2012.  
 
support closure of the Members’ Tea Room on non-sitting Fridays from 
18 November 2011.  
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support changes in the opening arrangements of the Churchill Room 
from 20 February 2012. 
 
support closure of the 6th Floor Cafeteria at 7 Millbank from 22 
December 2011. 
 
press the Catering and Retail Service on speedy implementation of 
changes in food styles in dining rooms recommended in its First Report of 
2010-12 and accepted by the House of Commons Commission. 

 
 
3. TV BROADCASTING 
 

The Committee was briefed by Peter Knowles, Controller, BBC Parliament; Gavin Allen, 
Editor, BBC Westminster; and Simon Mares, Westminster News Editor, ITV Regions. 
 
The broadcasters proposed various changes in arrangements for filming within the 
Parliamentary Estate, including new interview points, new booking arrangements and 
alterations to filming in the Chamber. The motivation, they said, was to provide wider 
coverage of Parliament and make it easier to ‘sell’ parliamentary stories, and pictures, 
to their newsdesks. 
 
A Member asked who would pay the costs of any proposed change.  Mr Knowles said 
that Parliament owned the cameras in the Chamber and should pay for any changes as 
they were being renewed.  He suggested that cameras should be lowered to provide 
more flattering angles of Front Bench speakers, and that a floor-level camera would be 
useful.  A Member pointed out that the broadcasters had until recently helped fund 
broadcasting from the House and did no longer.  Another pointed out that the costs 
could hardly be borne by the House at a time when its budget was being cut. 
 
A Member asked why the House should help the broadcaster by providing more access 
when they had spent the past three years trashing Members of Parliament and their 
reputations. Mr Knowles suggested that that question related more to the print media, 
and that broadcast coverage of Parliament had increased in viewership in recent times: 
for example an audience of around 500,000 watched coverage of the recent EU 
referendum debate. 
 
Mr Mares said that the current rules relating to interviews prevented broadcasters from 
fully capturing the atmosphere of the House.  More camera points and the ability to 
interview a wider range of people, including witnesses at Select Committees and 
Members’ guests, would assist. Competition for the three existing interview points was 
sometimes great, and a wider variety of shots would enable the broadcasters to offer 
their news editors a greater range of pictures to illustrate stories.  Mr Allen said it was 
‘basic telly’ that a greater range of shots gave more chance of getting on screen.  
Newsdesks were not always content with more shots of “just the green benches”. 
 
The Committee deferred decisions on the majority of the proposals made until 
further information could be gathered on the likely costs.  It agreed that any such costs 
should not be borne by the House. 
 
The Committee agreed with the proposal that the House should move towards 
providing a single contact point for filming and interview bookings and requests.  A 
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report on progress in that respect will be sought from the Serjeant at Arms in April 
2012. 
 
The Committee agreed to inquire into the Rules of Coverage in the Chamber in the 
new year. 
 
 

4. ACCOMMODATION POLICY 
 

The Committee agreed that the Chair should write to the Speaker and the 
Commission expressing the views that residential accommodation for staff on the 
Estate was no longer necessary or appropriate. 

 
 
5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 
THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


