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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 31 OCTOBER 2011 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Mr John Spellar (in the Chair) 

 
Mr Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 

Rosie Cooper  
Thomas Docherty 

Mark Francois 
Mr Kevan Jones 

Dr Philip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 

Sarah Newton 
Mike Weatherley 

 
Apologies:  Sir Alan Haselhurst, Mr Shaileish Vara, Dave Watts.  
 
In attendance:  John Thurso MP (for item 2) 
  Robert Rogers, Chief Executive and Clerk of the House, and Matthew 

Hamlyn, Head of the Office of the Chief Executive (for item 3) 
  
 
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 24 October.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee discussed reports in Sunday newspapers that some 
Members appeared not to have declared interests in relation to the use of dining 
rooms in the House.  While the rules were clear and in no need of change, it appeared 
that Members were not always aware of them, even having signed the sponsorship 
forms for events.  The Committee agreed that a means should be found to highlight 
the banqueting rules to Members of the House. 
 
The Committee agreed that Thomas Docherty should replace Mr Geoffrey Clifton-
Brown as its representative on the Members’ Survey project board. 

 
2. SAVINGS PROGRAMME  

 
The Committee was briefed by John Thurso MP on the next phase of the House’s 
savings programme and the need for Member engagement in determining what 
services were required by the House and its Members. 
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A Member suggested that IT services and Library research services for Members should 
be considered among the most important in focusing on what Members required to 
do their jobs.  The cuts programme should not be conducted in a salami-slicing way, 
but built around the protection of core services. 
 
Mr Thurso said that the costs of Parliament had risen ahead of inflation in the years 
running up to the beginning of the savings programme, partly because of Government 
decisions requiring new activity.  Depreciation of the estate and pension costs were 
among drivers, but in cash terms the payroll cost of providing staff was the single most 
significant. There would, even within the present savings programme, be a case for 
arguing that any new expenditure required by government – a new Select Committee, 
for example – should fall without the target set of reducing expenditure from a 
baseline of £231 million to £210 million by 2014-15.  
 
The House had employed a new Finance Director who was reviewing the provision of 
accounting information, which would allow for better future decision making. There 
was some flexibility over the 17 per cent savings target, depending on the need to 
protect Members’ core services. Ensuring that Members of Parliament were able to do 
the job for which they were elected remained the first priority of the savings work.  
 
Mr Thurso agreed to supply the Committee with some figures relating to the 
House’s past resource accounts. 
 

 
3. CLERK OF THE HOUSE 
 

The Committee was briefed by Robert Rogers, Chief Executive and Clerk of the House, 
and Matthew Hamlyn, Head of the Office of the Chief Executive. 
 
A range of issues were covered, including the roles of Clerk of the House and Chief 
Executive; the challenges facing the House, its service and its Members; relationships 
with the House of Lords; accommodation on the parliamentary estate; parliamentary 
outreach; security; IT provision; and the savings programme. 
 
  

4. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 7 NOVEMBER AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


