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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2011 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 

Rosie Cooper  
Mark Francois 

Mr Kevan Jones 
Dr Phillip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 
Bob Russell 

Angela Smith 
Mr John Spellar 

Mike Weatherley 
Mr Shaileish Vara 

 
Apologies:  Thomas Docherty and Dave Watts.  
 
In attendance: Aileen Walker, Director of Public Information, and Tom O'Leary, Head of 

Education and Public Engagement (item 6) 
  
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 5 September.  

 
 
2. DEROGATIONS FROM BALLOTS 
 

The Committee agreed to derogations from the ballot for rooms. The Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association has permission to use the Attlee Suite on Monday 28 
November to Friday 2 December from 8.30 am to 6.30 pm daily, and to use four 
meeting rooms in Portcullis House on Tuesday 29 November from 3.30 pm to 5.30 
pm, on Wednesday 30 November from 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm, and on Thursday 1 
December from 11 am to 1 pm, for the purposes of the International Parliamentary 
Conference on the Millennium Development Goals. 

 
 
3. UPDATE FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

The Committee noted an update from the Chief Executive and wished him well on his 
departure from office on 30 September.  
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4. BOTTLED WATER  
 

The Committee considered the position taken by its predecessor in 2009 on whether 
bottled water provided in Committee Rooms could be replaced by provision of tap 
water in carafes.   
 
The Committee agreed to seek from the Department of Facilities an update on 
options for providing water for Members and witnesses in Committee Rooms 
in the most cost-effective and environmentally friendly method achievable. 
 

5. TV DOCUMENTARY PROPOSALS 
 

The Committee considered an update on proposals to make a documentary 
programme or series about the House of Commons. 
 
Members considered whether it would be useful to create a Sub-Committee to discuss 
such proposals with the TV producers, both to consider what was being proposed and 
to instil in the producers themselves a sense of what might be achievable.  Members 
had, since discussions last year, discussed the idea with colleagues, many of whom 
were opposed to any such proposal.  
 
Several Members spoke against the idea, saying that while the upside of any 
documentary or series would be minimal, the potential risks were considerable.  It was 
argued that no matter what guarantees were given by potential producers, editorial 
control remained in the hands of the documentary makers, and the need to satisfy 
commissioners with ‘exciting’ or ‘sensationalist’ storylines could outweigh the desire to 
present a balanced and accurate picture of work that might often seem dull.   
 
On the other side, arguments were advanced about transparency to the public, the 
need to demonstrate to the public what Parliament and its Members do, and the point 
that Parliament will be portrayed by the media whether or not it chooses to 
participate. 
 
On balance, the Committee felt that there was little purpose in creating a Sub-
Committee given the general feeling that a documentary or series would be 
undesirable to the majority of Members of the House. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Chair should communicate to Mr Speaker the 
Committee’s view that no documentary proposal was likely to find favour 
with Members during the current Session. 
 

6. VISITOR ACCESS INQUIRY 
 

The Committee agreed to set aside its meeting on 17 and 24 October and 7 and 14 
November for oral evidence on Visitor Access, and a suggested programme of 
witnesses for those dates. Other dates may be added in due course.  
 

7. EDUCATION SERVICE AND PARLIAMENT WEEK 
 

The Committee was briefed by Aileen Walker, Director of Public Information and 
Engagement, and Tom O’Leary, Head of the Education Service, on the work done by 
their departments, and on activities during Parliament Week.  Information was 



2010–12/PI34 

3 

 

provided on educational resources provided to schools and others, on Parliament  
Week and on the programme for the cultural Olympiad in 2012. 
 
Public information provision had greatly expanded over the past five years, partly as a 
result of a previous report by the Administration Committee. More general information 
had been provided to the public, and the House had an outreach service in place to 
take parliamentary information to the regions. A new campaigns guide had also been 
drafted following public requests for information on how and when to contact 
Members of Parliament on issues of concern.  Members agreed to pass comments 
on the draft campaigns guide to the Clerk of the Committee. 
 
Packs of material were provided to educational institutions across the UK (around 
25,000 printed publications had gone to schools, and 5,000 CDs had been prepared 
on the last general election), and a new online game had been launched 
demonstrating parliamentary processes. It remained difficult, however, to 
communicate with Members themselves about what was available for schools, 
educational institutions and others and what events were taking place. Advice on how 
best to keep Members informed on those matters would be welcome.  Measuring 
what had been achieved was difficult, in terms of mapping outcomes to, say, increased 
registration or voting, but feedback suggested a broad increase in political literacy, 
which was the primary objective.  
 
Members praised the quality of materials on offer to schools and others and the value 
of the education and outreach services.  Differing experiences of outreach events were 
discussed, and points made about the range of people reached and the importance of 
involving Members in events and programmes wherever possible.   
 
Parliament Week was generally considered a positive step, although Members 
suggested they should have been consulted earlier on the programme. Lessons should 
be learned from this inaugural event, particularly about optimum timing.  Events would 
occur in London and across the UK, including the UKYP sitting in the Commons, BBC 
Question Time in Westminster Hall and various lectures and social media workshops. A 
report would be made back on Parliament Week’s successes and lessons to be learned, 
and Members would be consulted on that. 
 
Members asked about the departmental budget, which was around £5 million in 
2011-12, or 2.3% of the total Administration budget. Savings programme reductions 
of £1.29 million had been identified, with a further £200,000 to follow. The 
department would achieve a reduction of around 27% in budget by 2014-15, ahead 
of the global House target of 17%. 
 
School visits had increased in recent years – from about 11,000 children four years ago 
to around 40,000 now – and, with the help of the transport subsidy scheme, a greater 
geographical spread had been achieved, too, with the proportion of schools from the 
south-east declining in relation to those from the rest of the country. A new system 
ensuring more opportunity for schools which had not previously visited the two Houses 
was being developed.  
 

8. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 10 OCTOBER AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


