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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 20 JUNE 2011 
AT 5 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 

Rosie Cooper  
Thomas Docherty 

Mark Francois 
Mr Kevan Jones 

Dr Philip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 
Bob Russell 

Angela Smith 
Mr John Spellar 

Mr Shaileish Vara 
Dave Watts 

Mike Weatherley 
 

  
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 13 June.  
 
Matters arising: 
 
(a) The Committee noted that the Chair had received a proposal from ITV on a 
documentary about the House and its work. 
 
(b) The Committee agreed that access to the Terrace Pavilion be extended to staff of 
the House and others on Mondays until the summer recess, and to reconsider the 
question of access on Thursdays in due course.  The Chair informed the Committee 
that he had suggested the same to the Director of Catering and Retail Services, and 
that staff had been informed via the intranet of the proposed new policy.  Advance 
bookings for the period to the summer recess showed little advance business from 
Monday to Thursday, but full houses on Fridays, when access is entirely open.  A 
Member suggested that facilities in the House might be underused because they were 
overpriced as a result of the price increases introduced by the Commission from 
August 2010. 
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(c) The Committee agreed that the resolution of the House of Commons (Services) 
Committee of 13 February 1991 relating to dogs on the estate should be reconfirmed. 
The resolution stated that  
 

no dog other than guide dogs for the blind, dogs used for security purposes, 
and dogs belonging to residents of the Palace of Westminster, be allowed in 
the House itself or any of its parliamentary outbuildings. 

(d) The Committee noted that a four-day trial using Black Rod’s Garden Entrance for 
Members’ tours would occur before the summer recess and a report be made back to 
the Committee on conclusions drawn. 
 
(e) The Committee noted new signage arrangements for the escalator at the internal 
entrance to Portcullis House drawing attention to Members’ priority use during 
Divisions in the House. It also welcomed arrangements to remind House and Members’ 
staff of the rules on use of lifts in all parliamentary buildings during Divisions.  
Members suggested that the House’s security staff should be more vigilant in policing 
Member routes to the Chamber, particularly lifts within the Palace of Westminster, St 
Stephen’s Hall, the Committee Corridor and Medals Corridor. The Chair was asked to 
draw the Committee’s remaining concerns to the attention of the Serjeant at Arms. 
 
(f) The Committee agreed to ask Mr Speaker whether Members might be allowed to 
take coffee and tea into General and Select Committee meetings. 
 
 

2. UPDATE FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

The Committee received an update on a new video explaining the work of Select 
Committees; Parliament Week; souvenirs sold in Parliamentary Bookshop; and staffing 
changes in the House service.  Members sought more information on the roles of the 
Interim Change Director in the Department of Human Resources and Change, and the 
leader of the Market Testing strand of the Savings Programme.   
 
The Committee agreed to seek further information on certain job roles within 
the House and on the opening hours of the Parliamentary Bookshop and the 
volume of souvenir sales. 
 
 

3. FUTURE PROGRAMME 
  

The Committee agreed to meet on 5 September and 12 September and approved a 
draft forward programme presented by the Clerk of the Committee.  The Committee 
agreed not to hold a summer party. 
 
 

4. SAVINGS PROGRAMME 
  

The Committee considered updates on the Savings Programme’s schedule of tactical 
savings and work streams on the redesign of House services. 
 
A Member suggested that the schools transport subsidy scheme and the intranet 
should continue to be prioritised as important outreach services provided by the 
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House. Another Member suggested that short-term reductions in funds for such 
programmes would eventually be refilled in more advantageous economic conditions.  
 
A Member noted that the Savings Programme suggested various reductions in 
spending on Members interactions with international bodies, which might have a 
significant impact on parliamentary work, but that the Liaison Committee had already 
pursued those issues. 
 
A Member, with the support of several others, suggested that the ability of Select 
Committee members to undertake all their duties should not be compromised, and 
that there should be no question of some Members being required not to participate 
in all the work of their Committees on grounds of cost.  
 
A Member asked whether the Commission should be able to take decisions on savings 
on Members’ behalf, and whether the whole House should be required to take such 
decisions.  Another asked what was the purpose of the Administration Committee if 
the Commission did not seek and respond to its advice on savings proposals.  Another 
said that the Commission and officials of the House ignored the views of Member 
Committees. 
 
A Member said that he had been told that trade unions had been inadequately 
consulted on proposed changes to mail delivery services. 
 
The Committee agreed to: 

• seek an immediate update on proposals to make changes to the 
switchboard service, including closure at times when few calls are 
received, from 2012/13.  This, like the Royal Mail changes, has been 
agreed in principle but not yet in detail. 

 
• seek details of reductions in requirements for specialist and 

contractor IT support 
 

• include within the Visitor Access and Facilities inquiry investigation of 
the school transport subsidy scheme’s budget reduction 

 
• commission a paper from the Finance Director on the House’s contract 

management and procurement policies, along with a list of the 
contracts that account for about £44 million (20%) of the House’s 
Administration Estimate; and hold a one-off session with the Director 
and the Head of her Contracts section 

 
• commission papers from the heads of the House’s departments on the 

estimated direct impact on Members of the changes presently being 
made. 

 
 

5. ACCOMMODATION 
  

The Committee discussed arrangements for the session with the Clerk of the House 
on 4 July. 
 



2010–12/PI28 

4 

 

A Member proposed that invitations to join the Clerk be issued to the Director 
General, Facilities and to a spokesman representing the House of Commons 
Commission. 
 
The Committee agreed to invite the attendance on 4 July of the Director 
General, Facilities, and of a spokesman representing the House Commission.  
 
 

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A Member asked whether the Visitor Access inquiry might encompass arrangements 
for Members of other Parliaments and Assemblies. The Chair said that the Committee 
had already twice considered that question and reaffirmed the decision made by the 
Committee during the 2005 Parliament not to provide passes to such Members.  A 
Member suggested that an exception might be made for Executive Members from 
other Parliaments.  The Committee agreed not to include the question within the 
terms of reference of its Visitor Access inquiry. 
 

 
7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 
THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 27 JUNE AT 5 PM IN COMMITTEE 
ROOM 16. 


