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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 13 JUNE 2011 
AT 5 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 

Rosie Cooper  
Thomas Docherty 

Mark Francois 
Mr Kevan Jones 

Dr Philip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 
Bob Russell 

Angela Smith 
Mr John Spellar 

Mr Shaileish Vara 
 

Apologies: Sarah Newton 
 
In attendance: James Robertson, Director of Accommodation and Logistics (for item 2) 
  
  
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 7 June.  
 
Matters arising: 
 
(a) The Committee agreed a derogation allowing the performance in the Grand 
Committee Room on Tuesday 28 June of a play by Sir Andrew Motion, sponsored by 
Dr Thérèse Coffey MP and Mr Adam Holloway MP. 
 
(b) The Committee noted that the Clerk of the House would meet it on 4 July to 
discuss uses of accommodation on the parliamentary estate. 
 
(c) The Committee noted that the Chair had met representatives of BBC Factual to 
discuss the possibility of a future proposal on a television documentary or series about 
the House. The Chair reported that he had told Ben Gale and Roger Courtiour of BBC 
Factual about the political difficulties of making such a proposal. He also reported that 
several other television producers had been in contact about the potential for a 
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documentary or series.  The Committee agreed that the Chair should continue to 
monitor proposals and meet interested parties before the Committee returns to the 
matter formally later in this calendar year. 
 
(d) The Committee noted the existing terms and conditions signed by sponsors of 
banqueting events, and suggestions that Members concerned about the liability 
attached to such events might consider insurance against liability or arranging 
coverage of liability with the organisers of events they sponsor. 
 
(e) The Committee agreed to draw to the attention of the Serjeant at Arms and the 
Director of Accommodation and Logistics concern among Members about obstructions 
to access to Divisions in the House.  In particular, arrangements concerning the 
escalator in Portcullis House, lifts within the Palace and the opening of secure doors 
had raised complaints among Members. 
 
(f) The Committee noted that just under 570 tonnes of cardboard and paper were 
recycled last year by the House. 
 
 

2. ROYAL MAIL DELIVERY ARRANGEMENTS 
 

James Robertson, Director of Accommodation and Logistics, briefed the Committee on 
proposed changes to Royal Mail Delivery Arrangements under the savings programme 
and in response to requests from Post Office Counters Ltd.  
 
The Committee agreed to defer consideration until further information had 
been supplied on the impact on service to Members of the proposed changes. 
 
 

3. FUTURE PROGRAMME 
  

The Committee considered suggestions on the type of witnesses who should be invited 
to give written and oral evidence for its inquiry into Visitor Access and Facilities, and 
agreed that the Chair should draw up a list for approval. 
 
The Committee agreed the following terms of reference for publication on 14 June:  
 

The Committee intends to review progress in implementation of the 
recommendations of its 2005 report Improving Facilities for Educational Visitors 
to Parliament and make recommendations to: 
 

• Streamline the visitor route for tours, improve facilities for visitors 
(especially in and around Westminster Hall) and make short term 
improvements in capacity for education and other visitors  
 
• Find ways to realise the agreed plan for an education centre providing for 
100,000 education visits (which would also provide new spaces that would 
benefit Members and other visitors) 
 
• Increase income and consider opportunities for new sources of funding to 
safeguard the fabric of the Palace of Westminster 
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• Explore longer term options for better use of the parliamentary estate 
and the area around Parliament to engage visitors 

 
The Committee agreed that a specialist advisor should be appointed to assist the 
inquiry. 
 
 

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A Member proposed that the Committee should, in light of the discussion on Royal 
Mail Changes, identify and seek further information on proposals in the savings 
programme with a direct impact on Members’ services.  The Committee agreed to 
consider that idea on 20 June. 
 
A Member reported that he had participated in a Parliamentary Outreach event and 
proposed that Members should be more widely encouraged to do so. The Committee 
agreed to draw his remarks to the attention of the Head of Parliamentary Outreach. 
 
A Member requested information on whether refreshments ought to be allowed in 
Committee Rooms. The Committee agreed to discuss that matter further in due 
course. 

 
 

5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 20 JUNE AT 5 PM IN COMMITTEE 
ROOM 16. 


