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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15 APRIL 2013 
AT 5.00 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16, PALACE OF WESTMINSTER 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Thomas Docherty 
Mr Kevan Jones 

Nigel Mills 
John Penrose 

Nicholas Soames 
Mr John Spellar 

Mr Desmond Swayne 
Mark Tami 

   Keith Vaz 
Mr Dave Watts 

 
 

Apologies: Karen Bradley, Mr Marcus Jones, David Morris, 
 

 
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee welcomed Nicholas Soames to the Committee. 
 
The Committee recorded its thanks to David Weir, Clerk to the Committee from 2010 
and welcomed Helen Wood as the new Clerk.  
 
The Committee agreed the informal note of the meeting held on 25 March.  
 
Matters arising: Nicholas Soames declared his interests in accordance with the 
Resolution of the House of 13 July 1992. He also confirmed that there were no 
additions or alterations to those interests that had been circulated.  

2. MEMBER FEEDBACK PAGES ON THE INTRANET 
 

 The Committee noted that Members and their staff could now provide feedback on 
services provided by the House Administration via the intranet. 

3. UPDATE FROM THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

 The Committee noted the update that had been circulated.  
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3. WIRELESS UPDATE 

The Committee noted a paper that had been circulated stating that all Members’ 
offices across the Parliamentary Estate in the Commons and Lords now had access to 
wireless services. It also noted that a fully managed 24 X 7 wireless service will not 
be available until the end of the calendar year. 

4. POST OFFICE COUNTERS 
 

James Robertson, Director of Accommodation and Logistics, briefed the Committee. 

The Committee agreed to discuss the proposals relating to Post Office services 
available to Members again once further information was available.   

ANNUNCIATOR EXPANSION 

Mel Barlex, Parliamentary Director of Estates and Donald Grant, Lead 
Communications Infrastructure Engineer, briefed the Committee and demonstrated 
the new digital Annunciator Service, with division bell overlay. 

A Member asked what the benefit was in expanding the Annunciator Service. Mr 
Barlex replied that Parliament had to convert to a digital service as analogue services 
were switched off last year and that in future the annunciator screens were generally 
no longer being manufactured to receive analogue services. Providing a digital service 
would mean it would be possible to provide a greater number of channels to support 
improved business needs of the House and could include access to Freeview channels 
such as Al Jazeera and regional channels that Members have previously requested. 

A Member asked whether the annunciator cable network would be additional to that 
already in place. Mr Barlex confirmed that the existing, separate network was suitable 
and available therefore no additional one would be required.  

 A Member asked whether this expansion covered the whole estate and what share 
of the costs the House of Lords meets. Mr Barlex confirmed that the expansion did 
cover the whole estate. The costs would be split 60/40 with the Lords. Government 
departments which had a feed from the Annunciator Service had been notified that 
they would have to ensure their own screens and networks were capable of receiving 
the new digital annunciator service.  

The Committee agreed to support the recommendations for the expanded 
Annunciator services. 

5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 22 APRIL IN COMMITTEE ROOM 
16. 


