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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 26 APRIL 2011 
AT 5.00 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown  

Thomas Docherty 
Mark Francois 
Dr Phillip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 
Bob Russell 

Mr John Spellar 
Mr Shailesh Vara 

Dave Watts 
Mike Weatherley 

 
Apologies: Rosie Cooper, Sarah Newton 
 
In attendance: John Pullinger, Director of Information Services (for item 3) 
 
  
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 28 March.  
 
Matters arising: 
 
(a) Seating in the Chamber: The Committee discussed this matter.   
 
(b) Survey of Services: The Committee noted that a third survey would shortly take 
place under the existing contract for survey of Members’ services.   
 
(c) Access for Members of other Parliaments and Assemblies: The Chair informed the 
Committee that he had informed the Minister for Europe and the leader of the 
Conservative Group at the European Parliament of the position taken by the 
Committee on the provision of passes for Members of the European Parliament and 
other Parliaments and Assemblies. A Member noted that there was a greater case for 
providing passes to MEPs than to, for example, MSPs.  Another Member noted that if 
passes were provided for MEPs, it would be wrong to exclude any MEP on the basis 
that he or she represented a party not represented at Westminster. 
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(d) Stationery: The Committee agreed that new methods of embossing stationery 
should be introduced, at a potential significant saving to the House. The Committee 
noted that the House’s wider stationery contract was due for renewal later in this 
calendar year. 
 
(e) Former Members: The Committee agreed to propose a change in the rules relating 
to provision of passes for former Members. 
 
(f) The Committee considered consultation currently being undertaken by the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, and agreed that the Chair should consult 
the Chair of the Finance and Services Committee on the potential financial implications 
raised by the consultation document. 
 
(g) The Committee noted recommendations made by the Procedure Committee on 
the use of electronic devices in the Chamber and Committee Rooms. 
 
 

2. MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT COMMITTEE 
 

The Committee noted an update. 
 
 

3. INFORMATION SERVICES 
  

The Committee was briefed by John Pullinger, Director of Information Services, on the 
work of his department. The Committee noted proposed changes arising from the 
findings of the recent survey of Members’ services, particularly in relation to the 
intranet.  The Committee agreed that the Members’ Library should be staffed on 
sitting Thursdays until 7 pm, or the rise of the House if later, rather than until 9 pm as 
at present, although some Members questioned the change.  Mr Pullinger said that 
staff themselves had made this proposal. A Member said that it was a sensible 
modernisation of working hours. 
 
The Committee agreed that Thomas Docherty act as its liaison with the Hansard 
Society, in relation to projects for which the House provides funding.  A Member asked 
whether the present funding of projects had been considered in the savings 
programme, and the Committee noted that funding provided to the Hansard Society 
had been reduced.  
 
The Committee discussed arrangements for Members’ tours during August and a 
review of the 2010 Saturday opening operation. The question arose of the extent to 
which the House might open, both as a means of increasing public engagement and 
transparency about the work of Parliament, and as a means of raising revenues to 
offset the running costs of Parliament.  The siting within the parliamentary estate of a 
visitor gift shop and an education centre were discussed. Arrangements for booking 
tours, access to the estate and the start and finish points of the Line of Route were 
discussed.   

 
The Committee considered an update on the web and intranet service. 
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4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The Committee agreed to undertake a tour of the mechanical and engineering project 
within the Palace of Westminster during its meeting on 16 May. 

 
 
5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 
THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 9 MAY AT 5 PM IN COMMITTEE 
ROOM 16. 


