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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

 
PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2011 

AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 
 

Members present: 
 

Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 
 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 
Rosie Cooper 

Thomas Docherty 
Dr Phillip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Tessa Munt 

Sarah Newton 
Mr John Spellar 

Mr Shailesh Vara 
Mike Weatherley 

 
 

Apologies: Mark Francois, Mr Kevan Jones, Bob Russell, Angela Smith, Dave Watts. 
 
In attendance: Jon Hewett, Specialist Advisor (for items 5-9) 
 Timothy Jeffes, Director of Broadcasting (for item 5) 
 Mrs Sue Harrison, Director of Catering and Retail Services (for item 7) 
 
   
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 31 January.  

 
 

2. EVENTS IN PORTCULLIS HOUSE 
 

The Committee approved a request from Chris Kelly MP that an African women’s 
choir be permitted to perform in the Atrium of Portcullis House on 9 March 2011, to 
mark International Women’s Day. 
 
The Committee approved a request from the all-party parliamentary group on 
population, development and reproductive health that a ‘Mums’ Cafe’ be held for 
Members of Parliament in the Atrium of Portcullis House on 7 March 2011, to mark 
International Women’s Day. 
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The Committee agreed that the handling of future requests for use of the Atrium in 
Portcullis House be delegated to the Chair, and that he should refer requests back to 
the Committee at his discretion. 
 

3. MUSIC REQUEST 
 

The Committee considered a request from Mike Weatherley MP that an awards 
ceremony be held on 30 June 2011 on the Terrace for the “Rock the House” awards 
ceremony. The event will be a cross-party sponsored evening aimed at identifying new 
rock bands. The event was expected to include a performance lasting up to 45 
minutes, after 9pm, on a Thursday evening. Some amplification would be preferable, 
but the organisers would ensure that any disturbance to other users of the House was 
minimised, and that acoustic performance would be given if necessary.  
 
The Committee agreed to recommend that Mr Speaker grant permission for 
the Rock the House event on 30 June.  

 
4. PLACEMENT OF WORKS OF ART 
 

The Committee considered proposals to remove and/or rehang various works of art in 
the Jubilee Room and in rooms on the Upper Committee Corridor.   
 
A Member suggested that inaccurate information attached to a portrait of RAB Butler 
in the Member’s Tea Room should be corrected.  
 
A Member suggested that loans of works of art to other organisations should last less 
long than the three years proposed for “The First House of Commons Steeplechase” of 
1889, by Geoffrey Douglas Giles.   
 
It was suggested that Members might wish to raise such matters individually with the 
Speaker’s Advisory Committee on Works of Art, rather than the Committee’s 
expressing a collective view. 
 
The Committee approved the proposed rehang of works within the House. 

 
5. BROADCASTING: LICENCE PRINCIPLES 
 

The Director of Parliamentary Broadcasting, Timothy Jeffes, briefed the Committee on 
arrangements for broadcast of parliamentary proceedings from August 2011, when 
the present Parliamentary Broadcasting Unit Ltd (PARBUL) will hand responsibility for 
broadcasting back to the Houses of Parliament. This resulted from a decision by 
broadcasters presently involved in PARBUL not to continue to fund broadcasting, and 
would mean that the two Houses would pay an additional £1 million a year in 
administration and other costs.  New, simplified, licensing arrangements would also be 
introduced for broadcasting and webcasting, with the intention of making content 
more widely available within the principles that it should not be used for advertising or 
to undermine the dignity of Parliament or its Members. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Chair should communicate to the Speaker and 
the Commission the view that they should consider whether any scope existed 
to recoup some of the £1 million additional administrative and other costs the 
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two Houses faced as a result of the broadcasters’ decision no longer to assist 
in funding parliamentary broadcasting. 

 
6. MEDIA COVERAGE 
 

Three stories had appeared in national newspapers over the weekend, two on the 
Committee’s forthcoming trial of tablet technology, and one on its catering inquiry.  
All three had arisen from published material or statements, but the Committee was 
reminded of provisions relating to the leak of material from private meetings or papers, 
and of the need to respect the confidentiality of material provided to the Committee. 

 
7. CATERING 
 

Mrs Sue Harrison, Director of Catering and Retail Services (CRS), briefed the 
Committee on the department’s response to the Committee’s proposals regarding 
savings and income generation in the CRS. The CRS would be able to begin planning 
for the future on the basis of proposals the Committee had provisionally agreed to, 
and would work up plans on the basis of the suggestions made in other areas. 
 
Dialogue had begun with the Press Gallery over the future of Moncrieffs, and 
consideration was being given to the balance of table service and buffet service in the 
Members’ Dining Room. The idea of increasing business in the Pugin Room by 
extending some new access to members of the House of Lords was also under 
consideration. Points relating to poor service in some facilities had been noted; 
Members were invited always to raise poor service issues with senior managers within 
the CRS. Difficulties with new electronic ordering systems in the MDR were being 
tackled, and issues relating to staffing, training and customer service were also under 
consideration. Suggestions that the Strangers’ Bar and Members’ Smoking Room 
might extend services to include premium coffee were also being examined. On the 
wider front, proposals to widen access to members of the general public would have 
to be discussed with other departments of the House and the House of Lords. 
 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A Member proposed that the Committee seek a briefing on the new International 
Relations Directorate.  

 
9. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 
THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 28 FEBRUARY AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


