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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6 DECEMBER 2010 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
   Rosie Cooper 
   Mr MarkFrancois 
   Kevan Jones 
   Dr Phillip Lee 
   Nigel Mills 

Tessa Munt 
Sarah Newton 
Bob Russell 
Mr John Spellar 
Mike Weatherley

 
Apologies: Geoffrey Clifton-Brown, Thomas Docherty, Mr Dave Watts 
 
In attendance: Jon Hewett, Specialist Advisor (for items 1-4) 
 Duncan Ackery, Consultant, EP Evolution (for item 4) 
 Rupert Ellwood, International Growth Manager, Waitrose (for item 4) 
  
  
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
 The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting on 29 November. 
 
 

2. SAVINGS PROGRAMME 
 

The Chair advised the Committee that John Thurso was unable to attend the meeting 
as planned as he had not been able to travel from Scotland due to the adverse 
weather. A Member said that it was important to hear an update on what the 
proposed savings programme and the desired level of savings were. The Chair noted 
that some of the ideas that were initially proposed had been removed from the 
programme for the coming year and this would allow for more time to consider their 
impact. The timetable for agreeing the Estimate was discussed. The distribution of the 
overall 17% savings across departments was discussed. Although there would be total 
savings of 17% this did not mean there would be a cut of 17% across all services. 
Potential savings from stopping production of a hard copy version of the question 
book were discussed. The need for members to engage with their parties on the 
savings programme was discussed. A Member suggested that the decision to put the 
nursery in its current location could have reduced income. A Member suggested that 
the current holdings of property to accommodate senior staff members outside the 
Palace should be examined.  
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3. CATERING  
 

Jon Hewett briefed the Committee. There were a number of key areas to focus on. 
One was the value of the service to Members, another was the value of the services to 
staff, generating income and subsidy reduction. 

 
Members were concerned about increases in price and the closure and downgrading 
of outlets. A Member asked if it was possible to generate enough income to avoid 
having to increase prices or close outlets while still reducing the subsidy. The sale of 
souvenirs in a wider range of outlets was discussed. Possible savings from improving 
procurement were discussed. The current procurement system was not widely used 
outside the House and excluded smaller suppliers. A Member asked about customer 
service training for serving staff.  

 
 Jon Hewett introduced the witnesses. 
 
 

4. CATERING – ORAL EVIDENCE 
 

Duncan Ackery gave oral evidence. A transcript is available on the Committee’s 
website.  
 
Rupert Ellwood gave oral evidence. A transcript is available on the Committee’s 
website.   
 
 

5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 13 DECEMBER AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


