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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 1 JULY 2013 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16, PALACE OF WESTMINSTER 

 
Members present: 

 
Thomas Docherty (in the Chair) 

 
Karen Bradley 

Nigel Mills 
John Penrose 

Nicholas Soames 
Mr Desmond Swayne 

Mark Tami 
Mr Keith Vaz 

Mr Dave Watts 
 

Apologies: Sir Alan Haselhurst, Mr Marcus Jones 
 

1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 
 

The Committee agreed the informal note of the meeting held on 24 June 2013. 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
 
The Committee noted the additional information on the provision of passes for All-
Party Parliamentary Groups. 
 
The Committee noted the paper on the early closure of the Debate. 
 
A Member raised the issue of the availability of charging points for electric cars on 
the Estate. The Chair informed the Committee that there were two charging points 
on the Estate for use by the Government Car Service based on a smart card system. 
There were no proposals for further charging points for non-Government cars at 
present as there was no industry standard. 
 
A Member highlighted concerns about the way seating is managed in the Public 
Gallery and the queuing system, following a recent visit from a school in his 
constituency.  
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The Committee agreed to invite John Pullinger and the Serjeant at Arms to discuss 
the matter with the Committee at a forthcoming meeting. 

 
2. UPDATE ON IMPLEMENTING PARLIAMENT’S ICT STRATEGY 

 
Joan Miller, Director of Parliamentary ICT, and Matthew Taylor, Director of 
Operations and Member Services, briefed the Committee.  
 
Mrs Miller informed the Committee that PICT had been considering the issue of cloud 
computing for about 18 months. During that time PICT had made good progress on 
clarifying the issues around data sovereignty. Management Boards of both Houses 
had carefully considered aspects of safety and security and had agreed that the 
House would move to cloud-based services. The first of those cloud services to be 
delivered was Microsoft Office 365 for email and office services. 
 
Volunteers were required to pilot the use of Office 365 to ensure that the ICT 
strategy provided an effective service for Members. The Committee noted that two 
Members of the Committee had volunteered. 
 
The Chair asked about a recent article that said that 75% of Members were ‘mobile’, 
when only about 270 had iPads. Joan Miller said that iPads had been provided to 
Committees, but mobile devices included all sorts of tablets and smart phones.  
 
The Committee noted the update.  

 
3. PALACE OF WESTMINSTER RESTORATION AND RENEWAL PROGRESS 
 

John Borley, Director General of Facilities; Mel Barlex, Parliamentary Director of 
Estates; Dr Richard Ware, Programme Director; and Carl Woodall, Director of Facilities 
(Lords) briefed the Committee. 
 
The Committee agreed to invite Mr Barlex to brief the Committee at a forthcoming 
meeting on its works programme, with particular focus on those works which would 
be visible to members of the public over the next two years.  
 
The Committee agreed that the Chair of the Committee should represent the 
Committee’s views at the next Finance and Services Committee.  

 
4. PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSIBILITY DEAL 
 

Andrew Walker, Director General of Human Resources and Change and Mark Hill, 
Executive Chef, Catering Services, briefed the Committee.  
 
The Department of Health had invited the House to join the Public Health 
Responsibility Deal, which was focused on health in the workplace. It was a non-
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political initiative which complemented work that was ongoing in Catering Services 
and the Safety, Health and Wellbeing Service.   
 
Mark Hill noted that other organisations were taking steps in this area. Participation 
in this deal would also open up a range of other benefits to the House, such as 
recognition in various award schemes. 
 
The Chair noted the difficulty in getting accurate calorie counts for homemade items 
served by Catering Services. Mark Hill said that most organisations approximated 
calorie counts in those circumstances within 10% accuracy. The Catering Service was 
exploring how IT systems could help improve this accuracy and assessing the 
popularity of calorie counts with customers. 
 
The Committee agreed to support proposals to sign up to the Public Health 
Responsibility Deal. 

 
5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 8 JULY IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 
 
 

 


