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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2012 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16, PALACE OF WESTMINSTER 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst (in the Chair) 

 
Graham Evans 
Mark Francois 

Mr Kevan Jones 
Simon Kirby 
Dr Phillip Lee 
Nigel Mills 
Mark Tami 

Mike Weatherley 
 

Apologies:  Rosie Cooper, Thomas Docherty, Tessa Munt, Sarah Newton 
 

1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 
 

The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting held on 2 July.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee noted that its planned joint meeting with the 
Commission to discuss filming and photography would be rescheduled for the 
autumn of 2012 after being cancelled in July. 

The Committee agreed not to meet on 10 September, and to meet next on 15 
October. 

The Committee noted that a debate would be held in Westminster Hall on Visitor 
Access and Facilities in the House of Commons, on which its First Report of 2012-13 
was relevant. 

The Committee noted that the Roof Terrace had been reopened in response to its 
request to do so, made earlier in 2012. 

The Committee noted the contents of a speech made by a Member of the House on 
staff morale during the summer adjournment debate, and the written response made 
by the Clerk of the House and Chief Executive on 20 July. 

The Committee noted that the Chair had reported its views on the report of the 
Speakers’ working group on All-Party Groups to Mr Speaker. 

The Committee noted that several Select Committees had now elected to adopt 
electronic distribution of papers and that iPads had been distributed to Members 
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accordingly.  The Committee agreed to contact PICT about the expected life of iPads 
before replacement. 

The Committee noted Mr Speaker’s advice on offering tours of the House to 
constituents and others as charity prizes.  The Chair would discuss the matter further 
with the House’s security officers. 

The Committee noted its own attendance figures for the current session. 

The Committee noted that the Rt Hon. Kevin Brennan MP had sought permission to 
allow BBC Radio 2 to record an all-party folk event on 10 September, and agreed to 
support that event. 

The Committee noted a proposal from Mike Weatherley MP to enable the rock band 
Kiss to perform a short acoustic set on the Terrace on 9 October, and agreed to 
support that event with provisos on noise and disturbance to other users of the 
House on that date. 

2. Remembrance Day 
 

The Committee approved a request from the Industry and Parliament Trust to sponsor 
a 24-hour cycle marathon in Portcullis House to raise funds for the Royal British 
Legion’s annual Remembrance Day collection. Members stressed that the approval was 
for this event alone and because of the specific charity concerned.  
 

3. Broadcasting 
 

The Committee endorsed recommendations that codes allowing embedding of live 
proceedings be applied to coverage at the earliest opportunity and that the licence be 
updated to allow wider use of parliamentary content on non-commercial websites. 
 
The Committee endorsed a recommendation to make video feeds available to online 
sites for a six-month trial period.  

4. Commission Responses to Committee Reports 
 

The Committee agreed to publish the Commission’s responses to its Reports on Visitor 
Access and Facilities (First Report of Session 2012-13) and Television: Rules of 
Coverage (Second Report of 2012-13) on 4 September. 
 
The Chair reported that he had been in discussion with Lord Sewel, Chair of the House 
Committee in the House of Lords, about aspects of the Visitor Access and Facilities 
Report, and would hold further discussions. 
 

5. Environmental Management 
 

The Committee noted environmental progress made during 2011/12, and endorsed 
proposals to align temperatures in the House of Commons with CIBSE guidelines and 
to alter arrangements for provision of waste bins in offices and kitchen areas. 
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6. Portcullis House Atrium Review 
 

John Greenaway, Director of Business Management, Department of Facilities, briefed 
the Committee. 

Significant progress had been made towards developing the Portcullis House Atrium, 
which would benefit Members, staff and other users.  Provision of a made-to-order 
sandwich facility in an expanded Despatch Box would be the priority.  Costings, 
deadlines and details of the work would be clear by Christmas 2012.  Members 
raised questions about market testing of individual outlets and the management and 
training of staff. 

The Committee agreed to receive a further report back before Christmas 2012 on 
progress towards redeveloping the Atrium area. 

7. Access to Facilities 
 

Matthew Hamlyn, Head of the Office of the Chief Executive, and Richard Tapner 
Evans, Interim Director of Catering Services, briefed the Committee on plans to alter 
access arrangements for staff of the House.  

Mr Hamylyn said that the proposals were intended to balance the needs of Members 
while opening up access as far as possible to other users of the House’s services. 
Access by grade would be ended where possible, with a new emphasis on access 
according to business need. Members noted that access arrangements were often 
complex and confusing, even to the security staff who had to apply them.  Issues 
were raised about Members’ partners and spouses and their access. A clear definition 
was required of what business need was if access were to be based on that principle, 
particularly in relation to the Terrace.  

Points were also raised about access to the car park, including long-term occupancy 
of parking spaces and whether special passes for those who car-share might be 
worth exploring.  

The Committee endorsed the proposals made. 

8. Survey of Services and Department of Facilities 
 

John Borley, Director General of Facilities, briefed the Committee. 

Much work had been done to respond to issues raised by Members and their staff in 
the annual survey of services, particularly on cleaning, catering, maintenance and 
lavatories. Quick wins had been identified and implemented, particularly as regards 
maintenance and decor.  A restructuring of the management of services would take 
the work further, with new individual responsibilities assigned.  A new cleaning 
contract in the near future would also allow for a sharpening of clarity about who 
was responsible for which areas. 

Encouraging progress was being made on catering change, which would be reported 
to the Committee in October, and business improvement plans in other areas were 
also under way.  

9. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 15 OCTOBER 2012 AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


