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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 25 OCTOBER 2010 
AT 5.00 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16 

 
Members present: 

 
Sir Alan Haselhurst  (in the Chair) 

 
 Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 
 Thomas Docherty  
 Mr Mark Francois 
 Dr Phillip Lee 
 Nigel Mills 

Tessa Munt 
Sarah Newton 
Bob Russell 
Mr Shailesh Vara 
Mike Weatherley 

 
Apologies: Mr Dave Watts 
 
In attendance: Tim Jeffes, Director of Broadcasting (for item 8) 
 
 
1. INTERESTS 

 
Bob Russell declared his interests in accordance with the Resolution of the House of 13 
July 1992. 

 
2. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
 The notes of discussion from 18 October were agreed. 
 

3. DEROGATION FOR ATTLEE SUITE 
  

The Committee agreed to a derogation to allow booking of the Attlee Suite on 8 
February by the Head of Parliamentary Outreach. 

 
4. BLACK ROD’S GARDEN ENTRANCE PROJECT  

 
The Committee received an update on Black Rod’s Garden Visitors’ Entrance. Entrance  
arrangements for school parties were discussed. Current arrangements, requiring 
parties to arrive at Cromwell Green, made it difficult for Members to welcome parties. 
The potential impact of entrance arrangements for visitors on the Line of Route was 
discussed. Other matters raised included the financing of projects in the current 
economic climate and the effect of the savings programme.  
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 The Committee agreed to note the update. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Chair should write to the project board 
suggesting that school parties should use the new entrance. 

 
 

5. CLOSURE OF THE STEAM ROOM IN WESTMINSTER GYM 
 
 The Committee noted that the room will be closed for remedial repairs. 
 
 

6. CATERING INQUIRY  
 

The Committee considered an update from the clerk on the inquiry into catering and 
retail services in the House. The need for input from witnesses from beyond the House 
itself was discussed. Matters raised included: 

  
• Identifying the need for catering provision on the estate  
• What services were provided in the House of Lords 
• Potential witnesses for the inquiry. 

 
The Committee considered whether appointing a Specialist Advisor would 
benefit the inquiry.  

 
 The Committee agreed to a proposed list of witnesses, as amended. 
 

The Committee agreed that Members should tour catering facilities. 
 
 

7. CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
 The Committee noted an update from the Chief Executive. 
 
 

8. TELEVISION DOCUMENTARY ABOUT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
 

The Committee was reminded of presentations made in the two previous weeks by 
Atlantic Productions and BBC Factual. It was suggested if either proposal were agreed 
to a liaison group, including Members, could be formed to negotiate terms of access 
and editorial rules with the documentary makers. 

 
Matters raised in discussion included: 

 
• Whether a documentary would provide benefit with regard to the reputation of the 

House by raising public knowledge of its work 
• Whether a documentary raised the risk of worsening the reputation of the House 

by providing a sensationalist portrait of it or of individual Members or staff 
• Where editorial control would rest over both the films made and the publicity 

material attached to them 
• Whether the proposals to film over the course of a year could prove intrusive and 

disrupt the work of the House 
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• Whether filming a ‘fly-on-the-wall’ documentary could prove intrusive and 
obstructive to the work of the House 

• The need to ensure that the right proposal was pursued in the event of a decision 
in favour of a documentary 

• The fact that the work of Parliament is already made public through both the print 
and broadcast media and the question of what additional value could be obtained 
from a ‘fly-on-the wall’ portrayal 

• The relative merits of the proposals made to the House 
• How Members to be followed in the documentary would be selected 
• Views expressed by other Members of the House 
• Whether the work of the House might be more accurately portrayed through its 

own educational audio-visual material than via a documentary 
• Whether improved use of new media might help to educate the public about the 

work of the House 
• The capacity of Members to engage with local and national media independently 

of the proposed documentary. 
 
The Committee agreed to recommend against pursuing either proposal. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Chair should write to the Speaker setting out 
the terms of the Committee’s decision. 
 

 
9. CIVIL CEREMONIES 

 
 The Committee agreed to defer consideration of civil ceremonies until next week. 

 
 
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
 The Chair raised the issue of New Year celebrations on the estate. 
 

Mr Speaker had raised the issues of access to the Estate for Members of the Scottish 
Parliament and for former Members. The Committee agreed that wider issues of 
access arrangements for the Parliamentary Estate be considered at a future meeting.  

 
 
11. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 
THE COMMITTEE WOULD NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 1 NOVEMBER AT 4.30 PM 
IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


