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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 2 JULY 2012 
AT 4.30 PM IN COMMITTEE ROOM 16, PALACE OF WESTMINSTER 

 
Members present: 

 
Mr John Spellar (in the Chair) 

 
Rosie Cooper 

Thomas Docherty 
Graham Evans 

Nigel Mills 
Sarah Newton 

Mark Tami 
Dave Watts 

 
Apologies:  Mr Kevan Jones, Sir Alan Haselhurst 

 
1. NOTES OF DISCUSSION 

 
The Committee approved the informal note of the meeting held on 18 June.  
 
Matters arising: The Committee considered its forward programme, agreeing to 
meet on Monday 3 September, and provisionally on Monday 10 September, but not 
on Monday 17 September.  It discussed the forthcoming joint meeting with the 
House of Commons Commission on the subject of filming and photography 
regulations. A Member questioned the choice of subject for that meeting.  The Chair 
said that the meeting represented a useful foot in the door after several requests for 
closer working with the Commission. 

The Committee noted progress made on the trial of tap water provision to meeting 
rooms in Portcullis House.  

Mr Watts reported back on his and Sir Alan Haselhurst’s meeting with the 
Commission to discuss the Committee’s Reports on Visitor Access and Faciliites and 
on Television rules of coverage.  Matters raised with the Commission included the use 
of all access points on the Estate, including those at the House of Lords end of the 
Palace and the proposal to trial the use of new camera angles during the UK Youth 
Parliament sitting later this year. In more general terms, the relationship between the 
Committee, the Commission and the House Management Board had also been 
raised, as had the perception of the Committee that long gaps occurred between 
decisions being taken and action resulting. A Member noted the implementation of 
the Commission’s decision on iPad provision as an example of that, but the 
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Committee noted that 200 iPads were now available for Members and that the first 
Members had obtained theirs.  

The Committee noted that the Commission had agreed with its (and the Finance and 
Services Committee’s) recommendations on changes in rules relating to postage. 

2. SUMMER WORKS 
  

The Committee noted an update on the summer works programme in the Palace of 
Westminster for 2012.  The Committee agreed that the Chair should write to the 
Leader of the House highlighting the need for works to be completed and the likely 
cost implications of any interruption.  

3. CHARITY PRIZES 
  

The Committee noted correspondence from the Chair of the Committee on 
Standards and Privileges and a note from the Commissioner for Parliamentary 
Standards. The Committee agreed to respond restating the position taken at its 
meeting on 11 June. 

4. ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 
 
The Committee noted a request from Mr Speaker for comments on the report of the 
working group on all-party groups, published in June  

The Committee agreed to support abolition of associate all-party groups, and noted 
that the establishment of a panel to regulate groups would be a difficult task 
requiring further work.  A Member noted that while the desire to reduce the number 
of groups was laudable, it could be difficult to identify which groups duplicated the 
work of others: two groups with similar titles and remits could yet have very different 
aims and objectives. The Committee noted the proposal to more carefully control 
provision of passes to staff of APGs, but felt more information was required before a 
firm conclusion could be drawn in that respect.  The Committee agreed to draw to 
Mr Speaker’s attention the point that APGs should be encouraged to arrange the 
timing of their meetings to avoid the busiest periods of the week wherever possible. 

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
  

The Committee noted press coverage of the House’s decision to award its telephone 
switchboard contract to Capita and of proposals to introduce an alcohol policy for 
staff of the House. 

6. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON MONDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2012 AT 4.30 PM IN 
COMMITTEE ROOM 16. 


