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Pre-legislative scrutiny of the proposed National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Housing) Order 2009, Cm 7715
The Constitution Committee has carried out pre-legislative scrutiny of the proposed National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Housing) Order 2009. Applying the checklist of factors set out in our report, Scrutiny of Welsh Legislative Competence Orders (2nd Report of Session 2007-08, HL Paper 17). 
Whilst concluding that this LCO does not raise any matters of constitutional principle, the Committee has identified three points of detail which we would like to raise with you:

1. If the policy is truly one directed to ‘new residential premises’ then this should be made clear by inserting the word ‘newly’ into the interpretation provisions (a) and (b) as follows:

(a) premises newly constructed for residential use;

(b) premises newly converted to residential use;

2. ‘Interpretation of this Matter’ should be ‘Interpretation of this Field’, for consistency with other Fields in which there is currently only one Matter (Fields 9, 10). 
3. The inclusion of the proposed Matter in Field 11 (housing) clearly is possible. But would it not be more appropriate for presentational reasons to include the Matter in Field 7 (fire and rescue services and promotion of fire safety)? 

Rt Hon Lord Goodlad
Chairman
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