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Equality Bill 
The Constitution Committee warmly welcomes the Equality Bill. The Committee regards the principle of equality as being of constitutional importance and views a number of the Bill’s provisions as being constitutional in nature. 

However, the Committee has concerns regarding two matters arising in the Bill. First, we are concerned about the extent to which issues and agencies connected with national security are exempted from the Bill’s provisions. Clause 190, for example, strikes us as being very broadly worded, especially when considered alongside other provisions in the Bill concerned with national security (such as clauses 1, 116 and 124, as well as Schedule 1, Part 5, paragraph 5). We note that in its consideration of the Bill the Joint Committee on Human Rights was likewise concerned about the scope of a number of these provisions.

Secondly, we share the concerns of others with regard to the scope of the “Henry VIII power” contained in clause 195. From a constitutional point of view it would be preferable for the relevant matters to be dealt with in the Bill itself rather than by means of ministerial rule-making. 

Lord Goodlad
Chairman
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