MANUSCRIPT AMENDMENT
Thursday 29 August 2013
The following manuscript amendment has been received to Motion No. 2:
Amendment (b)
Edward Miliband
Mr Douglas Alexander
Angus Robertson
Mr Elfyn Llwyd
Mr Jim Murphy
Ms Rosie Winterton
Line 1, leave out from ‘House’ to end and add
‘expresses its revulsion at the killing of hundreds of civilians in Ghutah, Syria
on 21 August 2013; believes that this was a moral outrage; recalls the
importance of upholding the worldwide prohibition on the use of chemical
weapons; makes clear that the use of chemical weapons is a grave breach of
international law; agrees with the UN Secretary General that the UN weapons
inspectors must be able to report to the UN Security Council and that the
Security Council must live up to its responsibilities to protect civilians; supports
steps to provide humanitarian protection to the people of Syria but will only
support military action involving UK forces if and when the following conditions
have been met that:
(a) the UN weapons inspectors, upon the conclusion of their mission in the
Eastern Ghutah, are given the necessary opportunity to make a report to the
Security Council on the evidence and their findings, and confirmation by them
that chemical weapons have been used in Syria;
(b) compelling evidence is produced that the Syrian regime was responsible for
the use of these weapons;
(c) the UN Security Council has considered and voted on this matter in the light
of the reports of the weapons inspectors and the evidence submitted;
(d) there is a clear legal basis in international law for taking collective military
action to protect the Syrian people on humanitarian grounds;
(e) such action must have regard to the potential consequences in the region,
and must therefore be legal, proportionate, time-limited and have precise and
achievable objectives designed to deter the future use of prohibited chemical
weapons in Syria; and
(f) the Prime Minister reports further to the House on the achievement of these
conditions so that the House can vote on UK participation in such action, and
that any such vote should relate solely to efforts to deter the use of chemical
weapons and does not sanction any wider action in Syria.’.

