
 

 

 

 
 

RESEARCH PAPER 09/31 
20 APRIL 2009 

Members since 1979 
 
 

  This Research Paper provides a complete list of all 
Members who have served in the House of Commons 
since the general election of 1979, together with basic 
biographical and parliamentary data. The Library and 
the House of Commons Information Office are 
frequently asked for such information and this Paper is 
based on the data we collate from published sources 
to assist us in responding. Since this Paper is 
produced part way through the 2005 Parliament, a 
subsequent edition will be prepared after its dissolution 
to create a full record of its MPs.  The cut off date for 
the material in this edition is 31 March 2009. 
 

 

 

Oonagh Gay 

PARLIAMENT AND CONSTITUTION CENTRE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS LIBRARY 



Recent Library Research Papers include: 
 
09/16 Saving Gateway Accounts Bill: Committee Stage Report  24.02.09 

09/17 Autism Bill [Bill 10 of 2008-09]     25.02.09 

09/18 Northern Ireland Bill [Bill 62 of 2008-09]    02.03.09 

09/19 Small Business Rate Relief (Automatic Payment) Bill [Bill 13 of 03.03.09  

 2008-09] 

09/20 Economic Indicators, March 2009     04.03.09 

09/21 Statutory Redundancy Pay (Amendment) Bill [Bill 12 of 2008-09] 11.03.09 

09/22 Industry and Exports (Financial Support) Bill [Bill 70 of 2008-09] 12.03.09 

09/23 Welfare Reform Bill: Committee Stage Report   13.03.09 

09/24 Royal Marriages and Succession to the Crown (Prevention of 17.03.09  

 Discrimination) Bill [Bill 29 of 2008-09] 

09/25  Fuel Poverty Bill [Bill 11 of 2008-09]     17.03.09 

09/26 Unemployment by Constituency, February 2009   18.03.09 

09/27 Coroners and Justice Bill: Committee Stage Report   19.03.09 

09/28 Geneva Conventions and United Nations Personnel   20.03.09  

 (Protocols) Bill [HL] [Bill 69 of 2008-09] 

09/29 Members’ pay and the independent review process   31.03.09 

09/30 Economic Indicators, April 2009     08.04.09 

 
 
 

Research Papers are available as PDF files: 
 
• to members of the general public on the Parliamentary web site, 
 URL:  http://www.parliament.uk 
• within Parliament to users of the Parliamentary Intranet, 
 URL:  http://hcl1.hclibrary.parliament.uk 

 

Library Research Papers are compiled for the benefit of Members of Parliament and their 
personal staff. Authors are available to discuss the contents of these papers with 
Members and their staff but cannot advise members of the general public. We welcome 
comments on our papers; these should be sent to the Research Publications Officer, 
Room 407, 1 Derby Gate, London, SW1A 2DG or e-mailed to PAPERS@parliament.uk 
 
ISSN 1368-8456 

mailto:PAPERS@parliament.uk


 

Summary of main points 
 
This Research Paper provides a complete list of all Members who have served in the House 
of Commons since the general election of 1979 with basic biographical and parliamentary 
information. The Library and the House of Commons Information Office are frequently asked 
for such information and this paper is based on the data we collate from published sources 
to assist us in responding.  Since this Paper is produced part way through the 2005 
Parliament, a subsequent edition will be prepared after its dissolution to create a full record 
of its MPs.  The cut off date for the information in this edition is 31 March 2009. 
 
The Research Paper attempts to provide accurate data, but the Library would be very 
grateful to receive comments and corrections so that these can be corrected on the online 
version and in future editions. These should be sent to PAPERS@parliament.uk or Ms 
Oonagh Gay, 1 Derby Gate London, SW1A 2DG. 
 
Information about MPs who entered the Commons before 1979 is available in four volumes 
from Michael Stenton and Stephen Lees’s Who’s Who of British Members of Parliament 
(1981), which was compiled from the biographical records of Members given in successive 
issues of Dod’s Parliamentary Companion. These volumes covered the years 1832 to 1979.  
The Library and Stephen Lees have systematically updated the entries for these volumes, so 
that the dates at which pre-1979 Members died are recorded. These updates form the 
second part of this Research Paper. Again, any corrections or comments would be welcome. 
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I Introduction 
As noted in the summary, this Paper provides a complete list of all Members who have 
served in the House of Commons since the general election of 1979. The task of 
checking the data has involved input from several Library staff, but particular thanks are 
due to Chris Pond and Antoinette Balaban from Reference Services, Jean Fessey of the 
House of Commons Information Office, Andrew Parker of the Parliament and 
Constitution Centre, Jeremy Hardacre of the Statistics Resource Unit and Richard 
Cracknell of the Social and General Statistics Section. 
 
A. Scope of the data in Part II 

Members with any service since 1979 are included, with a cut-off date of 31 March 2009. 
The only exceptions are for Sir Clement Freud who died on 15th April 2009 and Sir Paul 
Dean who died 1st April 2009. The information published covers the following categories: 
 

• Personal details (full name, gender, date of birth and death, honours awarded, 
peerage) 

• Constituency representation (names of constituencies represented and dates) 
• Other UK Parliament electoral history (elections contested but lost) 
• Representation in other legislatures (UK devolved legislatures and European 

Parliament) 
• Party allegiance (only covering the time in the UK Parliament or other 

legislatures) 
• Ministerial posts 
• Official Opposition Shadow Cabinet posts held since 1979, and Liberal Democrat 

and Conservative Opposition posts held since 2005 
• Selected other posts (including Parliamentary and devolved legislature offices 

and party leadership) 
 
The details given are taken from official records, such as the swearing-in lists in the 
House of Commons Journal, and from records compiled by the Library, such as the 
holding of ministerial office. Generally the details are not sourced from the information 
supplied (by Members themselves) to Dods and reproduced in Who’s Who of British 
MPs, although such sources were used to check for errors. 
 
External sources used to cross check information include: Dod’s Parliamentary 
Companion, Who’s Who, the Keele University General Elections since 1832 website 1 
and the Britain Votes series (Colin Rallings & Michael Thrasher (previously FWS Craig)).  
Ministerial posts were checked with Nuffield College’s Whitehall Programme database.2  
We are also grateful to Professor Michael Rush of the University of Exeter who provided 
access to his database of backgrounds and career patterns of Members since 1832. 

 
 
 
1  http://www.psr.keele.ac.uk/area/uk/edates.htm 
2  The Whitehall Programme was an ESRC programme of research into ministers and the senior civil 

service. See: http://www.nuffield.ox.ac.uk/Politics/Whitehall/ 
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The following categories of information are not included: 
 

• Select committee membership. The addition of this data is an on-going project. 
Information about select committee membership for individual Members is 
available from the House of Commons Information Office.  

• Personal information, such as marriages and offspring. This can be obtained from 
a variety of sources, including Who’s Who/Who Was Who, Dod’s Parliamentary 
Companion, and the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.  

• Dates of maiden speeches.  These are available in two  separate Parliamentary 
Information Lists that  can be accessed via the internet  

      Maiden Speeches 1979 onward 
      http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-04588.pdf 
      Maiden Speeches 1945-1979 

            http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-04587.pdf 
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B. MPs since 1979 - statistical summary  

In the seven General Elections and by-elections since 1979, 1,606 individuals have been 
elected as Members of Parliament.  654 were first elected as Conservative MPs, 723 
Labour and 125 Liberal Democrat3; 1,401 MPs since 1979 were men and 205 (13%) 
were women.  Of the 205 women MPs, 139 were first elected as Labour MPs, 36 
Conservative and 19 Liberal Democrat4. 
 
Of the 1,606 MPs since 1979, 209 first entered Parliament as by-election winners and 
1,397 were at general elections. 
 
1. Age 

The average age of MPs has been remarkably consistent since 1979, at around 50 
years.  Since 1997, the average age of MPs elected has risen, from 49.3 years in 1997 
to 51.2 years in 2005.  In 2005 56% (363) of those elected were aged over 50, compared 
with 48% (319) in 1992, and 47% (302) in 1997.  The 14 MPs aged over 70 elected in 
2005 was higher than at any previous election since 1979, when it had also been 14. 
 
Table 1

Ages of Members of Parliament elected at General Elections

Election 
year

Average Age 
at election 

date

18-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+ Total

1979 49.6 6 120 205 203 87 14 635
1983 48.8             10 120 223 201 86 9 649
1987 49.0             4 112 252 197 79 6 650
1992 50.0             1 82 259 211 95 3 651
1997 49.3             10 92 255 225 69 8 659
2001 50.3             4 79 236 247 83 10 659
2005 51.2             3 89 191 249 100 14 646

 
 
Of those elected at the 2005 General Election, Labour MPs are older, on average than 
those from the other major parties.  90% of Labour MPs are aged over 40; compared to 
83% of Conservative and 69% of Liberal Democrat. 
 

Table 2
Age of MPs elected at 2005 General Election by party

Number

Average 
age 

(years) Under 40 41-59 60+
Lab 355 52.7 10% 71% 19%
Con 198 49.9 17% 65% 18%
LD 62 46.5 31% 60% 10%
Other 31 51.3 13% 77% 10%
All 646 51.2 14% 68% 18%

 

 
 
 
3 Including Liberal & SDP 
4 Including Liberal & SDP 
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2. Gender 

In 1979 there were 19 women MPs, 3% of all MPs.  The number of women MPs rose 
slowly over the next three parliaments to 60 in 1992.  The 1997 Labour landslide was 
accompanied by a doubling of the number of women MPs to 120 (it rose during the 97-
01 Parliament to 122 following the election of two women at by-elections).  That number 
fell back to 118 after the 2001 election but rose to 128 after the 2005 General Election.  
This means that, women now make up 20%, 1 in 5, of all MPs.  This is the highest ever 
proportion. 
 
Table 2

Male and Female MPs 1979 to 2005

Election Male Female Total Female % 
of all

1979 616 19 635 3%
1983 627 23 650 4%
1987 609 41 650 6%
1992 591 60 651 9%
1997 609 120 659 18%
2001 541 118 659 18%
2005 609 128 646 20%

 
  
As Table 3 shows, the majority of female MPs are Labour MPs and this has especially 
been the case since 1997. 
 
Table 3

Women MPs by Party

Number Percentage of party total
Lab Con LibDem Other Lab Con LibDem Other

1979 11 8 0 0 4% 2% 0% 0%
1983 10 13 0 0 5% 3% 0% 0%
1987 21 17 1 2 9% 5% 5% 8%
1992 37 20 2 1 14% 6% 10% 4%
1997 101 13 3 3 24% 8% 7% 10%
2001 95 14 5 4 23% 8% 10% 14%
2005 98 17 10 3 28% 9% 16% 10%   

 
3. Occupation 

The Nuffield election studies provide analyses of occupations of candidates and MPs 
elected at each election. These data are restricted to the three main parties but give a 
reasonably consistent guide to the occupational background of MPs over the period. The 
following table summarises the proportions in the main groups: 
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Table 4

MPs' Occupations 1979 to 2005
% of all from main parties (Conservative/Labour/Liberal Democrat)

Number Percent
1979 1983 1987 1992 1997 2001 2005 1979 1983 1987 1992 1997 2001 2005

Professions 278 278 262 258 272 270 242 44.9% 44.2% 41.7% 41.1% 43.2% 42.9% 39.3%
   Barrister 67 69 57 53 36 33 34 10.8% 11.0% 9.1% 8.5% 5.7% 5.2% 5.5%
   Solicitor 29 35 31 30 28 35 38 4.7% 5.6% 4.9% 4.8% 4.5% 5.6% 6.2%
   Doctor 8 5 5 6 9 8 6 1.3% 0.8% 0.8% 1.0% 1.4% 1.3% 1.0%
   Civil service/local govt 30 27 22 26 37 35 28 4.8% 4.3% 3.5% 4.1% 5.9% 5.6% 4.
   Teachers: University/college 28 32 36 45 61 53 44 4.5% 5.1% 5.7% 7.2% 9.7% 8.4% 7.2%
   Teacher: school 49 43 48 57 65 64 47 7.9% 6.8% 7.6% 9.1% 10.3% 10.2% 7.6%
Business 138 162 161 152 113 107 118 22.3% 25.8% 25.6% 24.2% 18.0% 17.0% 19.2%
Miscellaneous 106 115 133 154 188 200 217 17.1% 18.3% 21.1% 24.6% 29.9% 31.7% 35.3%
   White Collar 9 21 27 46 72 76 78 1.5% 3.3% 4.3% 7.3% 11.4% 12.1% 12.7%
   Politician/Pol organiser 21 20 34 46 60 66 87 3.4% 3.2% 5.4% 7.3% 9.5% 10.5% 14.1%
   Publisher/Journalist 46 45 42 44 47 50 43 7.4% 7.2% 6.7% 7.0% 7.5% 7.9% 7.0%
   Farmer 23 21 19 12 7 6 8 3.7% 3.3% 3.0% 1.9% 1.1% 1.0% 1.3
Manual Workers 98 74 73 63 56 53 38 15.8% 11.8% 11.6% 10.0% 8.9% 8.4% 6.2%
   Miner 21 20 17 13 13 12 11 3.4% 3.2% 2.7% 2.1% 2.1% 1.9% 1.8%
Total 619 629 629 627 629 630 615 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Source: Butler et al The British General Election of 2005 and earlier editions

6%

%

 
 
The proportion with professional backgrounds has declined from around 45% in 1979 to 
below 40% in 2005.  Within this category the proportion of former barristers has halved 
while the proportion of former solicitors and teachers from universities/colleges has risen.  
MPs with a background in business tend to be Conservative and the decline in the 
number from business was reversed in 2005.  As the professions have declined they 
have been replaced by MPs from other non-manual occupations and notable is the 
growth in the number of MPs  who come to Westminster already with a political 
background.  In 1979, 3% of MPs from the main parties were previously 
politicians/political organisers, in 2005 14% were. 
 
Table 5

Occupation of MPs elected at the 2005 General Election

Number Percentage
Lab Con LibDem Lab Con LibDem

Professions 141 76 25 40% 38% 40%
   Barrister 10 22 2 3% 11% 3%
   Solicitor 18 18 2 5% 9% 3%
   Doctor 1 3 2 0% 2% 3
   Civil service/local govt 22 3 3 6% 2% 5%
   Teachers: University/college 41 0 3 12% 0% 5%
   Teacher: school 32 6 9 9% 3% 15%
Business 25 75 18 7% 38% 29%
Miscellaneous 154 45 18 43% 23% 29%
   White Collar 70 4 4 20% 2% 6%
   Politician/Political organiser 60 20 7 17% 10% 11%
   Publisher/Journalist 24 14 5 7% 7% 8%
Manual Workers 35 2 1 10% 1% 2%
   Miner 10 1 0 3% 1% 0%
Total 355 198 62 100% 100% 100%

%

 
Source: Butler et al The British General Election of 2005 
 
4. Ethnicity 

An individual’s ethnicity is self-defined. Consequently, it is hard to obtain complete 
records of MPs’ ethnicity, particularly historically.  It is generally stated that the first non-
white MPs since the War were elected in 1987, when four Labour MPs were from a non-
white background.  Following the 2005 election, 2.3% of Members of Parliament are from 
non-white backgrounds.  This compares with the 8% of the UK population who were from 
a non-white background at the time of the 2001 Census of Population. 
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Table 6

Ethnicity of MPs elected at General Elections 1987 to 2005

White Non-White Total
1987 1992 1997 2001 2005 1987 1992 1997 2001 2005 1987 1992 1997 2001 2005

Labour 225 266 409 400 342 4 5 9 12 13 229 271 418 412 355
Conservative 376 335 165 166 196 0 1 0 0 2 376 336 165 166 198
Liberal Democrat 22 20 46 52 62 0 0 0 0 0 22 20 46 52 62
Other 23 24 30 29 31 0 0 0 0 0 23 24 30 29 3

Total 646 645 650 647 631 4 6 9 12 15 650 651 659 659 646

Source: House of Commons Library Research Paper 08/12

1

 
 
There have been no non-white Liberal Democrat MPs elected at general elections; 
Parmjit Singh Gill was elected for the Liberal Democrats at a by-election in 2004 in 
Leicester South, but he did not retain the seat at the 2005 General Election. 
 
5. Education 

Around one-third of current MPs have been to fee-paying schools.  This proportion varies 
by party – In 2005, from 18% of Labour MPs to 60% of Conservative and 39% of Liberal 
Democrat.  By comparison, 8% of pupils aged 11 and over in UK schools are in non-
maintained (fee-paying) schools.5  Around three-quarters of MPs elected in 2005 were 
graduates.  
 
Table 7
Education of MPs elected in General Elections 1979 to 2005 (3 main parties)

1979 1983 1987 1992 1997 2001 2005

Fee-paying school 18 14 14 15 16 17 18
Lab University 59 53 56 61 66 67 64

Oxford & Cambridge 21 15 15 16 15 16 16
Fee-paying school 73 70 68 62 66 64 60

Con University 68 71 70 73 81 83 81
Oxford & Cambridge 49 48 44 45 51 48 43
Fee-paying school 55 52 45 50 41 35 39

LD University 45 65 73 75 70 69 79
Oxford & Cambridge 27 30 27 30 33 27 31

Source: Butler et al The British General Election of 2005 & previous editions  
 
Since 1979, the main change in terms of educational background of MPs has been the 
rising proportion who have been to university (non-Oxbridge).  In 1979, 225 MPs elected 
from the 3 main parties had been to Oxford or Cambridge universities, representing 36% 
of these parties’ MPs.  In the 2005 election, 163 of MPs elected from the 3 main parties 
had an Oxbridge background, 27% of MPs. 
 
6. Parliamentary Experience 

Since 1979, the Member with longest service as an MP was Sir Edward Heath with 51.7 
years.  He is followed by Sir Peter Tapsell with 48.7 years service as an MP (to 31 March 
2009) and Tony Benn with 47.8 years. 
 

 
 
 
5 2003-4 figure; DFES Education and Training Statistics for the UK 2004 

12 



RESEARCH PAPER 09/31 

The shortest service was by MPs who won by-elections.  Two Members subsequently 
died; Bobby Sands (Fermanagh & South Tyrone) 26 days after election and Mike Carr 
(Bootle) after 57 days.  Ossie O’Brien (Darlington) was elected at a by-election but 
defeated 77 days later at the 1983 General Election. 
 
Of those elected in 2005, 119 (18%) had no previous parliamentary experience; 4 were 
elected in 2005 having previously served in parliaments prior to 2001, but not in the 
2001-5 parliament; and 523 (81%) had been MPs in the previous 2001-05 parliament. 
 
Table 8 
MPs elected at 2005 General Election by date first elected and party

CON LAB LD Other Total

By general election (includes by-elections before next general election)
1959 1 0 0 0 1
1964 0 1 0 0 1
1966 0 2 0 0 2
1970 5 5 0 1 11
Feb 1974 8 2 1 0 11
Oct 1974 3 3 0 0 6
1979 3 8 1 2 14
1983 29 17 4 2 52
1987 18 42 1 3 64
1992 27 59 2 1 89
1997 29 137 20 2 188
2001 24 39 13 12 88
2005 51 40 20 8 119
Total 198 355 62 31 646

Summaries
Pre-1979 17 13 1 1 32
1979 - pre-1997 77 126 8 8 219
1997 - pre-2001 29 137 20 2 188
2001 - pre-2005 24 39 13 12 88
2005 51 40 20 8 119
Total 198 355 62 31 646
  of which at by-elections 9 41 6 0 56

Summaries (% of those elected in 2005)
Pre-1979 9% 4% 2% 3% 5%
1979 - pre-1997 39% 35% 13% 26% 34%
1997- pre-2001 15% 39% 32% 6% 29%
2001-pre-2005 12% 11% 21% 39% 14%
2005 26% 11% 32% 26% 18%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
  of which at by-elections 5% 12% 10% 0% 9%

 
 
C. Data in Part III 

The updates to the third and fourth volumes of Stenton and Lees in Part III were initially 
compiled by Library staff and have been checked with Stephen Lees who has been 
particularly generous with his assistance. Once again we would be grateful for comments 
and corrections. 
 
An Appendix on the role of the Member provides some commentary on how the role of 
the member has changed in the quarter-century covered by this work. 
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III Stenton and Lees Addenda 
Material supplementary to Vols III & IV of Who’s Who of British Members of 
Parliament: 
 
This section gives the dates of death of Members not listed in Part II of this Research 
Paper, that is, who did not serve in the Commons after May 1979 (but who are in 
previous volumes of Stenton and Lees). Dates are taken from published sources; we 
cannot guarantee that they have been cross-checked with registration records. Names 
are given in the form listed in Stenton & Lees. Where a constituency is given in brackets, 
this is to distinguish the individual from another Member of the same name. Members 
whose exact dates of death are already given in Volumes III or IV are not included in 
these lists. However, where only a year was published, full details are included here. The 
lists are based on information available as at 31 March 2009. 
 
The Library is grateful to Stephen Lees for the information he has supplied. 
 
A. Volume III (those who ceased to be Members in July 1945 

or before, whose death had not occurred or been traced in 
1979) 

  
There are now no known survivors from this category: 
 
Member Date of Death 
Alden, Sir Percy 30 June 1944 
Bailey, Eric Alfred George Shackleton 12 September 1989 
Balfour, Harold Harington [Lord Balfour of Inchrye] 21 September 1988 
Beasley, Pierce 22 June 1965 
Beaumont-Thomas, Lionel SEE Thomas, Lionel Beaumont  
Becker, Harry Thomas Alfred  06 March 1980 
Beckett, John Warburton 28 December 1964 
Beit, Sir Alfred Lane 12 May 1994 
Bennett, [Air Vice-Marshal] Donald Clifford Tyndall 15 September 1986 
Berry, [Geoffrey] Lionel 28 February 1999 
Berry, [John] Seymour [2nd Viscount Camrose] 15 February 1995 
Brothers, Michael 05 June 1952 
Buckley, Donald [or Daniel] Richard 30 October 1963 
Burgess, Stanley 02 June 1972 
Burghley, Lord [David George Brownlow Cecil][6th Marquess of Exeter] 21 October 1981 
Burke, James Aloysius [also known as Seamus Aloysius Bourke] 10 June 1967 
Burn, Thomas Henry Date of death not established 
Cazalet-Keir, Thelma SEE Keir, Thelma Cazalet  
Cleary, Sir Joseph Jackson 09 February 1993 
Coates, Norman Date of death not established 
Collins, Cornelius 23 November 1937 
Coote, Sir Colin Reith 08 June 1979 
Cox, Horace Brimson Trevor 30 October 2005 
Davidson, John James Date of death not established 
Davies, Alfred [Lancashire, Clitheroe] 03 December 1940 
Davies, David Richard Seaborne 21 October 1984 
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Dickie, John Purcell 09 March 1963 
Dolan, James Nicholas 13 July 1955 
Donald, Thompson Date of death not established 
Drummond-Wolff, Henry Maxence Cavendish 08 February 1982 
Duckworth, [George] Arthur Victor 14 November 1986 
Edmunds, James Ewart 18 June 1962 
Elmley, William Lygon, Viscount [8th Earl Beauchamp] 03 January 1979 
Emery, Sir [James] Frederick 30 October 1983 
Etchingham, John Redmond 23 April 1923 
Etherton, Ralph Humphrey 10 December 1987 
Fairbairn, Richard Robert 17 October 1941 
Ferguson, Hugh 04 November 1937 
Fison, Sir [Frank Guy] Clavering 13 April 1985 
Frankel, Dan[iel] 16 May 1988 
Galligan, Peter Paul 15 December 1966 
Gluckstein, Sir Louis Halle 27 October 1979 
Grace, John 08 December 1972 
Graham, Robinson 13 May 1953 
Gretton, John Frederic [2nd Baron Gretton] 26 March 1982 
Guinness, Thomas Loel Evelyn Bulkeley 31 December 1988 
Gunston, Sir Derrick Wellesley 13 July 1985 
Guy, James Campbell Morrison 10 March 1972 
Hall, Walter D’Arcy 22 January 1980 
Hanley, Denis Augustine 10 June 1980 
Hayes, John 24 January 1928 
Hayes, Richard Francis 16 June 1958 
Henderson, William Watson 04 April 1984 
Herbert, George 16 June 1982 
Hills, Adam 06 June 1941 
Homan, Cornelius William James 21 September 1979 
Hunter, Thomas Cornelius 11 March 1932 
Irwin, Charles Ingram Courtenay Wood, Lord [2nd Earl of Halifax] 19 March 1980 
James, Archibald William Henry 05 May 1980 
Joel, Dudley Jack Barnato 28 May 1941 
Keatinge, Sir Edgar Mayne 07 August 1998 
Keir, Thelma Cazalet 13 January 1989 
Kellett, Edward Orlando 22 March 1943 
Kelly, Edward Joseph 25 September 1944 
Kelly, Thomas 20 April 1942 
Kent, David Rice 16 November 1930 
Lawrie, Hugh Hartley 07 April 1945 
Lawson, Hugh McDowall 23 March 1997 
Lennon, James 13 July 1958 
Lindley, Fred William Date of death not established 
Lindsay, Noel Ker Date of death not established 
Loverseed, John Eric 24 November 1962 
Lyle-Samuel, Alexander 19 November 1942 
Lymington, Gerard Vernon Wallop, Viscount [9th Earl of Portsmouth] 28 September 1984 
Lynch, Diarmuid [also known as Jeremiah Christopher Lynch] 09 November 1950 
MacAndrew, James Orr 11 July 1979 
McBride, Joseph Michael 07 March 1938 
MacCabe, Alexander [or Alasdair] 31 May 1972 
MacDonagh, Joseph 25 December 1922 
Macdonald, Malcolm John 11 January 1981 
Macdonald, Robert 18 January 1949 
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McElwee, Andrew 18 June 1968 
MacEntee, John [or Sean] Francis 09 January 1984 
McGrath, Joseph 26 March 1966 
McIntyre, Robert Douglas 02 February 1998 
McShane, John James 26 May 1972 
Maloney [or Moloney], Patrick James 04 September 1947 
Marcus, Michael 03 November 1960 
Martin, Thomas Ballantyne 28 January 1995 
Maxwell, Hon. Somerset Arthur 30 December 1942 
Mitchell, Sir Harold Paton 08 April 1983 
Morris, Sir Owen Temple 21 April 1985 
Mosley, Sir Oswald Ernald 03 December 1980 
Moss, Herbert James 18 November 1956 
Muggeridge, Henry Thomas Benjamin 25 March 1942 
Murray, Arthur Cecil [3rd Viscount Elibank] 05 December 1962 
Newbold, [John Turner] Walton 20 February 1943 
North, Edward Tempest Tunstall 01 January 1942 
O’Doherty, Joseph 10 August 1979 
O’Higgins, Brian 10 March 1963 
O’Keefe, Patrick 20 September 1973 
Oldfield, John Richard Anthony 11 December 1999 
Owen, [Humphrey] Frank 23 January 1979 
Palmer, Gerald Eustace Howell 07 February 1984 
Peat, Charles Urie 27 October 1979 
Petherick, Maurice 04 August 1985 
Plugge, Leonard Frank 19 February 1981 
Purchase, Henry George 14 September 1945 
Ramage, Cecil Beresford 22 February 1988 
Rathbone, John Rankin 10 December 1940 
Russell, Stuart Hugh Minto 30 October 1943 
Sandon, Dudley Ryder, Viscount [6th Earl of Harrowby] 07 May 1987 
Schuster, Sir George Ernest 05 June 1982 
Scrymgeour-Wedderburn, Henry James [11th Earl of Dundee] 29 June 1983 
Shakespeare, Sir Geoffrey Hithersay 08 September 1980 
Shipwright, Denis Ewart Bernard Kingston 13 September 1984 
Sidney, William Philip [1st Viscount De L’Isle; 6th Baron De L’Isle and Dudley] 05 April 1991 
Simmonds, Sir Oliver Edwin 26 July 1985 
Slesser, Sir Henry Herman 03 December 1979 
Spence, Robert 01 February 1965 
Spero, George Ernest Date of death not established 
Stourton, John Joseph 02 February 1992 
Suirdale, John Michael Henry Hely-Hutchinson, Viscount [7th Earl of 
Donoughmore] 12 August 1981 
Sunlight, Joseph 15 April 1978 
Sweeney, Joseph Aloysius 25 November 1980 
Temple-Morris, Sir Owen SEE Morris, Sir Owen Temple  
Terrell, Sir [Thomas Antonio] Reginald 05 February 1979 
Terrington, Vera Florence Annie Woodhouse, Lady [Surname at death probably 
Lensvelt] Date of death not established 
Thomas, Lionel Beaumont 07 December 1942 
Townend, Arnold Ernest 18 December 1968 
Trevor Cox, Horace Brimson SEE Cox, Horace Brimson Trevor  
Walton, James 26 January 1924 
Ward, Peter Joseph 06 January 1970 
Warrender, Sir Victor Alexander George Anthony [Lord Bruntisfield] 14 January 1993 
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Weymouth, Henry Frederick Thynne, Viscount [6th Marquess of Bath] 30 June 1992 
Willey, Francis Vernon [Lord Barnby] 30 April 1982 
Williams, Alfred Martyn 01 March 1985 
Williams, Thomas Samuel Beauchamp 07 July 1927 
Wood, Charles Ingram Courtenay SEE Irwin, Lord  
Woodhouse, Vera Florence Annie SEE Terrington, Lady  
Woolley, William Edward 11 May 1989 
Wright, Beatrice Frederika 17 March 2003 
Wright, John Allan Cecil 14 July 1982 
Young, Ernest James Date of death not established 
Young, Robert Stanley 20 March 1985 

 
 
 
B. Volume IV (those who ceased to be Members July 1945 – 

May 1979) 

 
Member Date of Death 
Acland, Sir Richard 24 November 1990 
Agnew, Sir Peter Garnett 26 August 1990 
Ainsley, John William 23 June 1976 
Aitken, John William Maxwell 30 April 1985 
Albu, Austen Harry 23 November 1994 
Alldritt, Walter Harold 27 July 1990 
Allen, Arthur Cecil 08 October 1981 
Allighan, Garry Date of death not established 
Alport, Cuthbert James McCall 28 October 1998 
Anderson, David Colville 31 December 1995 
Anstruther-Gray, Sir William John St Clair [Lord Kilmany] 06 August 1985 
Arbuthnot, Sir John 13 June 1992 
Armstrong, Christopher 08 July 1986 
Assheton, Ralph [Lord Clitheroe] 18 September 1984 
Astor, John 27 December 1987 
Astor, Sir John Jacob 10 September 2000 
Attewell, Humphrey Cooper 15 October 1972 
Austick, David 09 February 1997 
Awdry, Daniel Edmund 11 October 2008 
Bacon, Alice [Baroness Bacon] 24 March 1993 
Baker, Willfred Harold Kerton [Bill] 09 November 2000 
Baker-White, John SEE White, John Baker  
Baldock, John Markham 03 October 2003 
Barber, Anthony Perrinott Lysberg [Lord Barber] 16 December 2005 
Barlow, Sir John Denman 05 January 1986 
Barter, John Wilfred 17 December 1983 
Bartlett, [Charles] Vernon Oldfeld 18 January 1983 
Batsford, Sir Brian Caldwell Cook 05 March 1991 
Beamish, Sir Tufton Victor Hamilton 06 April 1989 
Bean, Robert Ernest 07 December 1987 
Beaney, Alan 03 March 1985 
Beattie, Charles 10 March 1958 
Bell, Philip Ingress 12 September 1986 
Bence, Cyril Raymond 07 September 1992 
Bennett, James 17 September 1984 
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Bennett, Sir Reginald Frederick 19 December 2000 
Bennett, Sir William Gordon 05 October 1982 
Berkeley, Humphry John 15 November 1994 
Bessell, Peter Joseph 27 November 1985 
Beswick, Frank 17 August 1987 
Bevins, John Reginald 16 November 1996 
Bidgood, John Claude 17 August 2001 
Bingham, Richard Martin 26 July 1992 
Binns, John 06 August 1986 
Birch, [Evelyn] Nigel Chetwode [Lord Rhyl] 08 March 1981 
Bishop, Edward Stanley [Lord Bishopston] 19 April 1984 
Black, Sir Cyril Wilson 29 October 1991 
Blackburn, Albert Raymond 03 November 1991 
Blackburn, Fred 01 May 1990 
Blyton, William Reid [Lord Blyton] 25 October 1987 
Boardman, Harold 01 August 1994 
Boardman, Thomas Gray [Lord Boardman] 10 March 2003 
Bonham-Carter, Mark Raymond 04 September 1994 
Boothby, Sir Robert John Graham [Lord Boothby] 16 July 1986 
Bourne-Arton, Anthony Temple 28 May 1996 
Bowden, Herbert William [Lord Aylestone] 30 April 1994 
Bowen, [Evan] Roderic 18 July 2001 
Bower, Norman Adolph Henry 07 December 1990 
Box, Donald Stewart 12 July 1993 
Boyd, [Thomas] Christopher 15 March 2004 
Boyd-Carpenter, John Archibald [Lord Boyd-Carpenter] 11 July 1998 
Boyden, [Harold] James 26 September 1993 
Boyle, Sir Edward Charles Gurney [Lord Boyle of Handsworth] 28 September 1981 
Bramall, Sir [Ernest] Ashley 10 February 1999 
Bray, Ronald William Thomas 22 April 1984 
Brewis, [Henry] John Beverley 25 May 1989 
Brinton, Sir [Esme] Tatton Cecil 26 September 1985 
Brockway, [Archibald] Fenner [Lord Brockway] 28 April 1988 
Bromley-Davenport, Sir Walter Henry 26 December 1989 
Brooke, Henry [Lord Brooke of Cumnor] 29 March 1984 
Brown, Sir Edward Joseph 27 August 1991 
Brown, George Alfred [Lord George-Brown] 02 June 1985 
Browne, Jack Nixon [Lord Craigton] 28 July 1993 
Browne, Percy Basil 05 March 2004 
Bruce, Donald William Trevor [Lord Bruce of Donington] 18 April 2005 
Buchanan, Richard 22 January 2003 
Bullard, Denys Gradwell 02 November 1994 
Bullus, Sir Eric Edward 31 August 2001 
Bulmer-Thomas, Ivor SEE Thomas, Ivor  
Burton, Elaine Frances [Baroness Burton of Coventry] 06 October 1991 
Butler, Joyce Shore 02 January 1992 
Butler, Richard Austen [Lord Butler of Saffron Walden] 08 March 1982 
Byers, [Charles] Frank [Lord Byers] 06 February 1984 
Campbell, Sir Edward Taswell 17-Jul-45 [after completion of 

polling for General Election but 
before result announced] 

Campbell, Gordon Thomas Calthrop [Lord Campbell of Croy] 26 April 2005 
Campbell, [Keith] Bruce 27 September 1990 
Carson, Hon. Edward 06 March 1987 
Castle, Barbara Anne [Baroness Castle of Blackburn] 03 May 2002 
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Chamberlain, Ronald Arthur 12 May 1987 
Champion, Arthur Joseph [Lord Champion] 02 March 1985 
Chetwynd, Sir George Roland 02 September 1982 
Clarke, Terence Hugh 26 May 1992 
Cleary, Joseph Jackson 09 February 1993 
Cleaver, Leonard Harry 07 July 1993 
Clegg, Sir Walter 15 April 1994 
Clemitson, Ivor Malcolm 24 December 1997 
Clifton-Brown, Geoffrey Benedict 17 November 1983 
Collick, Percy Henry 24 July 1984 
Cooke, Sir Robert Gordon [Robin] 06 January 1987 
Cooper, Albert Edward 12 May 1986 
Cooper, Geoffrey Alwyne 10 April 1995 
Cooper, John [Lord Cooper of Stockton Heath] 02 September 1988 
Cooper-Key, Sir  Edmund McNeill [Neill] 05 January 1981 
Corbet, Freda Kunzlen 01 November 1993 
Corbett, Uvedale 01 September 2005 
Cordeaux, John Kyme 04 January 1982 
Cordle, John Howard 22/23 November 2004 
Corfield, Sir Frederick Vernon 25 August 2005 
Coulson, [James] Michael 18 June 2002 
Courtney, Anthony Tosswill 24 January 1988 
Cousins, Frank 11 June 1986 
Cranborne, Viscount [Robert Edward Peter Cecil][6th Marquess of Salisbury] 11 July 2003 
Crawford, [George] Douglas 17 April 2002 
Crawley, Aidan Merivale 03 November 1993 
Cronin, John Desmond 03 January 1986 
Crowder, [Frederic] Petre 16 February 1999 
Cundiff, Frederick William 07 August 1982 
Dalkeith, Earl of [Walter Francis John Montagu-Douglas-Scott][9th Duke of 
Buccleuch and Queensberry] 04 September 2007 
Darling, George [Lord Darling of Hillsborough] 18 October 1985 
Davidson, Frances Joan, Dowager Viscountess [Baroness Northchurch] 25 November 1985 
Davies, [Claude] Nigel Byam 25 September 2004 
Davies, Ernest Albert John 16 September 1991 
Davies, Gwilym Elfed [Lord Davies of Penrhys] 28 April 1992 
Davies, Harold [Lord Davies of Leek] 28 October 1985 
Davies, Wyndham Roy 04 December 1984 
D’Avigdor-Goldsmid, Sir James Arthur [Jack] 06 September 1987 
De Chair, Somerset Struben 05 January 1995 
Deedes, William Francis [Lord Deedes] 17 August 2007 
De Ferranti, Basil Reginald Vincent Ziani 24 September 1988 
De Freitas, Sir Geoffrey Stanley 10 August 1982 
Dell, Edmund Emanuel 01 November 1999 
Diamond, John [Lord Diamond] 03 April 2004 
Digby, [Kenelm] Simon Digby Wingfield 22 March 1998 
Dobson, Raymond Francis Harvey 22 September 1980 
Dodds-Parker, Sir [Arthur] Douglas 13 September 2006 
Doig, Peter Muir 31 October 1996 
Donner, Sir Patrick William 19 August 1988 
Douglas-Home, Sir Alexander [Alec] Frederick [Lord Home of The Hirsel] 09 October 1995 
Dower, SEE Gandar Dower  
Drayson, George Burnaby 16 September 1983 
Dudley-Williams, Sir Rolf Dudley 08 October 1987 
Dunwoody, Dr John Elliot Orr 26 January 2006 
Duthie, Sir William Smith 17 December 1980 

183 



RESEARCH PAPER 09/31 

Eccles, Sir David McAdam [Viscount Eccles] 24 February 1999 
Edwards, William Henry 16 August 2007 
Elliot, Captain Walter [Carshalton] 08 September 1988 
Emmet, Evelyn Violet Elizabeth [Baroness Emmet of Amberley] 10 October 1980 
Ensor, [Alick Charles] Davidson [David] 05 February 1987 
Erroll, Frederick James [Lord Erroll of Hale] 14 September 2000 
Evans, Albert 04 December 1988 
Evans, Alfred Thomas 13 April 1987 
Evans, Gwynfor Richard 21 April 2005 
Fernyhough, Ernest 16 August 1993 
Fidler, Michael M. 05 September 1989 
Field, William James 11 October 2002 
Finch, Sir Harold Josiah 16 July 1979 
Finlay, Sir Graeme Bell 21 January 1987 
Fisher, Doris Mary Gertrude [Baroness Fisher of Rednal] 18 December 2005 
Fletcher, Sir Eric George Molyneux [Lord Fletcher] 09 June 1990 
Fletcher-Cooke, Sir John 19 May 1989 
Fletcher-Vane, William Morgan SEE Vane, William Morgan Fletcher  
Foley, Maurice Anthony 08 February 2002 
Ford, Patricia [Lady Fisher] 23 May 1995 
Forman, John Calder 14 May 1975 
Foster, Sir John Galway 01 February 1982 
Fowler, Gerald Teasdale 01 May 1993 
Fraser, Ian Montagu 08 November 1987 
Fraser, Thomas [Tom] 21 November 1988 
Gage, Conolly Hugh 03 October 1984 
Galbraith, Thomas Dunlop [Lord Strathclyde] 12 July 1985 
Galpern, Sir Myer [Lord Galpern] 23 September 1993 
Gammans, [Ann] Muriel, Lady 28 December 1989 
Gandar Dower, Eric Leslie 04 October 1987 
Gates, Ernest Everard 12 October 1984 
Gibson-Watt, [James] David [Lord Gibson-Watt] 07 February 2002 
Gilmour, Sir John Edward 01 June 2007 
Glover, Sir Douglas 15 January 1982 
Glyn, Sir Richard Hamilton 24 October 1980 
Gordon Walker, Patrick Chrestien [Lord Gordon-Walker] 02 December 1980 
Grant-Ferris, Sir Robert Grant [Lord Harvington] 01 January 1997 
Granville, Edgar Louis [Lord Granville of Eye] 14 February 1998 
Gray, Hugh 01 April 2002 
Green, Alan 02 February 1991 
Greenwood, Arthur William James [Anthony][Lord Greenwood of Rossendale] 12 April 1982 
Grey, Charles Frederick 07 September 1984 
Griffiths, Edward 18 October 1995 
Gurden, Sir Harold Edward 27 April 1989 
Guthrie-James, David Pelham SEE James, David Pelham  
Hale, [Charles] Leslie [Lord Hale] 09 May 1985 
Hale, Joseph 07 February 1985 
Hannan, William 06 March 1987 
Harden, James Richard Edwards 22 October 2000 
Hardman, David Rennie 06 December 1989 
Hare, John Hugh [Viscount Blakenham] 07 March 1982 
Hargreaves, Alfred 11 March 1978 
Harvey, Sir Arthur Vere [Lord Harvey of Prestbury] 05 April 1994 
Harvey, Ian Douglas 10 January 1987 
Harvey, John Edgar 13 January 2008 
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Harvie-Watt, Sir George Steven 18 December 1989 
Haseldine, [Charles] Norman 16 October 1998 
Hay, John Albert 27 January 1998 
Hazell, Bert 11 January 2009 
Head, Antony Henry [Viscount Head] 29 March 1983 
Heald, Sir Lionel Frederick 07 November 1981 
Heathcoat-Amory, Derick [Viscount Amory] 20 January 1981 
Henderson, Douglas 15 September 2006 
Henderson, Sir John 28 May 1975 
Hendry, [Alexander] Forbes 18 November 1980 
Herbison, Margaret McCrorie [Peggy] 29 December 1996 
Hesketh, Roger Fleetwood 14 November 1987 
Higgs, Sir [John] Michael [Clifford] 20 October 1995 
Hiley, Joseph 17 November 1989 
Hill, Dr Charles [Lord Hill of Luton] 22 August 1989 
Hill, John Edward Bernard 06 December 2007 
Hilton, William Samuel 12 June 1999 
Hinchingbrooke, Alexander Victor Edward Paulet Montagu, Viscount [Renounced 
Earldom of Sandwich and known as Mr Victor Montagu from 1964] 

25 February 1995 

Hirst, Geoffrey Audus Nicholson 18 June 1984 
Hobden, Dennis Harry 20 April 1995 
Hogg, Quintin McGarel [Lord Hailsham of St Marylebone] 12 October 2001 
Holt, Arthur Frederick 23 August 1995 
Hope, John Adrian [Lord Glendevon] 18 January 1996 
Hopkinson, Henry Lennox d’Aubigné [Lord Colyton] 06 January 1996 
Hornby, Richard Phipps 22 September 2007 
Horner, [Frederick] John 11 February 1997 
Hornsby-Smith, [Margaret] Patricia [Baroness Hornsby-Smith] 03 July 1985 
Houghton, [Arthur Leslie Noel] Douglas [Lord Houghton of Sowerby] 02 May 1996 
Howard, Greville Reginald Charles 20 September 1987 
Howard, John Melbourne 10 August 1982 
Hughes, Cledwyn [Lord Cledwyn of Penrhos] 22 February 2001 
Hughes, Herbert  Delauney [Billy] 15 November 1995 
Hughes-Young, Michael Henry Colin [Lord St Helens] 27 December 1980 
Hunter, Adam 09 April 1991 
Hutchinson, [Hugh] Lester 04 January 1983 
Hutchison, [Alan] Michael Clark 21 March 1993 
Hutchison, Sir [George] Ian Clark 02 February 2002 
Hyde, H[arford] Montgomery 10 August 1989 
Hynd, Henry 01 February 1985 
Iremonger, Thomas Lascelles Isa Shandon Valiant 13 May 1998 
Irving, Sydney [Lord Irving of Dartford] 18 December 1989 
Jackson, [George] Colin 19 April 1981 
James, David Pelham [David Guthrie-James from c. 1980] 15 December 1986 
Janner, Sir Barnett [Lord Janner] 04 May 1982 
Jeger, Lena May [Baroness Jeger] 26 February 2007 
Jenkins, Hugh Gater [Lord Jenkins of Putney] 26 January 2004 
Jennings, John Charles 17 June 1990 
Johnson, Carol Alfred 30 July 2000 
Johnson, Howard Sydney 13 September 2000 
Johnston, Douglas Harold [Lord Johnston] 18 February 1985 
Jones, [Albert] Arthur 06 December 1991 
Jones, Aubrey 10 April 2003 
Jones, Sir Frederick Elwyn  [Lord Elwyn-Jones] 04 December 1989 
Jones, [James] Idwal 18 October 1982 
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Jones, Thomas William [Lord Maelor] 18 November 1984 
Jones, Sir [William] Elwyn Edwards 04 July 1989 
Joynson-Hicks, Sir Lancelot William [3rd Viscount Brentford] 25 February 1983 
Keegan, Denis Michael 09 October 1993 
Kelley, Richard 07 April 1984 
Kendall, [William] Denis 29 July 1995 
Kenyon, Clifford 29 April 1979 
Kerans, John Simon 12 September 1985 
Kerr, Dr David Leigh 12 January 2009 
King, Evelyn Mansfield 14 April 1994 
King, Horace Maybray [Lord Maybray-King] 03 September 1986 
Kinghorn, Ernest 15 January 2001 
Kinsey, Joseph Ronald 07 July 1983 
Lagden, Godfrey William 31 August 1989 
Lambert, George [2nd Viscount Lambert] 24 May 1989 
Lambton, Antony Claud Frederick [Viscount Lambton] 30 December 2006 
Lane, Sir David William Stennis Stuart 16 November 1998 
Lang, Revd. Gordon 20 June 1981 
Law, Richard Kidston [Lord Coleraine] 15 November 1980 
Leather, Sir Edwin Hartley Cameron 05 April 2005 
Leavey, John Anthony [Tony] 09 July 1999 
Ledger, Ronald Joseph 11 December 2004 
Lee, Frederick [Lord Lee of Newton] 04 February 1984 
Lee, Jennie [Baroness Lee of Asheridge] 16 November 1988 
Legh, Peter Richard [Lord Newton] 16 June 1992 
Lennox-Boyd, Alan Tindal [Viscount Boyd of Merton] 08 March 1983 
Lindsay, James Louis 27 August 1997 
Lindsay, Kenneth Martin 04 March 1991 
Lindsay, Sir Martin Alexander [Lord Lindsay of Dowhill] 05 May 1981 
Linstead, Sir Hugh Nicholas 27 May 1987 
Litchfield, John Shirley Sandys 31 May 1993 
Litterick, Thomas 06 January 1981 
Llewellyn, Sir David Treharne 09 August 1992 
Lloyd, Sir [Ernest] Guy Richard 22 September 1987 
Lloyd, Geoffrey William [Lord Geoffrey-Lloyd] 12 September 1984 
Lockwood, John Cutts 18 January 1983 
Lomas, Ken[neth] 15 July 2000 
Longden, Sir Gilbert James Morley 16 October 1997 
Loughlin, Charles William 23 September 1993 
Low, Sir Austin Richard William [Toby][Lord Aldington] 07 December 2000 
Luard, [David] Evan Trant 08 February 1991 
Lucas, Percy Belgrave 20 March 1998 
Macarthur, Ian 30 November 2007 
MacDermot, Niall 22 February 1996 
Macdonald, Alistair Huistean 06 February 1999 
Macdonald, Archibald James Florence 20 April 1983 
Machin, George 05 December 1989 
McKay, Margaret 01 March 1996 
Mackie, John [Lord John-Mackie] 25 May 1994 
McLaughlin, [Florence] Patricia Alice 07 January 1997 
Maclay, John  Scott [1st Viscount Muirshiel] 17 August 1992 
Maclean [of Dunconnel], Sir Fitzroy Hew Royle 15 June 1996 
McLean, Neil Loudon Desmond 17 November 1986 
MacLeod, Sir John 03 June 1984 
McMaster, Stanley Raymond 20 October 1992 
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Macmillan, [Maurice] Harold [1st Earl of Stockton] 29 December 1986 
Macpherson, Niall Malcolm Stewart [Lord Drumalbyn] 11 October 1987 
Maginnis, John Edward 07 July 2001 
Mahon, Peter 29 September 1980 
Mahon, Simon 19 October 1986 
Maitland, Patrick Francis [17th Earl of Lauderdale] 02 December 2008 
Manning, Cecil Aubrey Gwynne 12 April 1985 
Marsden, Frank 05 November 2006 
Marshall, Fred 01 November 1962 
Martin, John Hanbury 03 February 1983 
Matthews, Gordon Richards 04 February 2000 
Maude, John Cyril 16 August 1986 
Maxwell, [Ian] Robert 05 November 1991 
Mayhew, Christopher Paget [Lord Mayhew] 07 January 1997 
Mellor, Sir John Serocold Paget 15 July 1986 
Middleton, Lucy Annie 20 November 1983 
Milne, Edward James 23 March 1983 
Mitchell, Colin Campbell 20 July 1996 
Moeran, Edward Warner 12 December 1997 
Molloy, William John [Lord Molloy] 26 May 2001 
Molson, [Arthur] Hugh Elsdale [Lord Molson] 13 October 1991 
Monks, Constance Mary 04 February 1989 
Montagu, Victor SEE Hinchingbrooke  
Moody, Arthur Seymour 28 October 1971 
More, Sir Jasper 28 October 1987 
Morrison, John Granville [Lord Margadale] 25 May 1996 
Moss, Reginald 28 May 1995 
Mott-Radclyffe, Sir Charles Edward 25 November 1992 
Mullan, Charles Heron 26 October 1996 
Munro-Lucas-Tooth, Sir Hugh [Vere Huntly Duff] 18 November 1985 
Nichol, Muriel Edith 28 May 1983 
Nicholls, Sir Harmar [Lord Harmar-Nicholls] 15 September 2000 
Nicholson, Sir Godfrey 14 July 1991 
Nicolson, Nigel 23 September 2004 
Nield, Sir Basil Edward 04 December 1996 
Noble, Sir Allan Herbert Percy 17 November 1982 
Noble, Michael Alfred [Mike] 12 March 1983 
Noble, Michael Antony Cristobal [Lord Glenkinglas] 15 May 1984 
Noel-Baker, Philip John [Lord Noel-Baker] 08 October 1982 
Nugent, Sir [George] Richard Hodges [Lord Nugent of Guildford] 16 March 1994 
Nutting, Sir [Harold] Anthony 24 February 1999 
Odey, George William 16 October 1985 
Oliver, George Harold 22 September 1984 
O’Neill, Michael² 04 October 1976 
O’Neill, Phelim Robert Hugh [2nd Baron Rathcavan] 20 December 1994 
O’Neill, Sir [Robert William] Hugh [1st Baron Rathcavan] 28 November 1982 
Oram, Albert Edward [Lord Oram] 04 September 1999 
Ormsby-Gore, Sir [William] David [Lord Harlech] 26 January 1985 
Orr, Lawrence Percy Story 11 July 1990 
Orr-Ewing, Sir [Charles] Ian [Lord Orr-Ewing] 19 August 1999 
Oswald, Thomas 23 October 1990 
Owen, Idris Wyn 21 December 2003 
Owen, William James 03 April 1981 
Padley, Walter Ernest 15 April 1984 
Page, [John] Derek [Lord Whaddon] 16 August 2005 
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Paget, Reginald Thomas Guy Des Voeux [Lord Paget of Northampton] 02 January 1990 
Paling, William Thomas 10 April 1992 
Pargiter, George Albert [Lord Pargiter] 16 January 1982 
Park, [Joseph] Trevor 06 April 1995 
Parkyn, Brian Stewart 22 March 2006 
Pearson, Arthur 14 April 1980 
Pearson, Sir Francis Fenwick 17 February 1991 
Peart, [Thomas] Frederick [Lord Peart] 26 August 1988 
Peel, Sir [William] John 08 May 2004 
Perkins, Sir [Walter] Robert Dempster 08 December 1988 
Perrins, Wesley 12 January 1990 
Perry, Ernest George [Ernie] 28 December 1998 
Phipps, Colin Barry 10 January 2009 
Pike, [Irene] Mervyn Parnicott [Baroness Pike] 11 January 2004 
Piratin, Philip 10 December 1995 
Pitman, Sir [Isaac] James 01 September 1985 
Platts-Mills, John Faithful Fortescue 26 October 2001 
Poole, Oliver Brian Sanderson [Lord Poole] 28 January 1993 
Pounder, Rafton John 16 April 1991 
Price, Henry Alfred 04 December 1982 
Price, William George 06 May 1999 
Prior-Palmer, Sir Otho Leslie 29 January 1986 
Profumo, John Dennis 09 March 2006 
Pursey, Harry 13 December 1980 
Quennell, Joan Mary 02 July 2006 
Raikes, Sir [Henry] Victor Alpin MacKinnon 18 April 1986 
Ramsay, Simon [16th Earl of Dalhousie] 15 July 1999 
Ranger, James 26 April 1975 
Rawlinson, Sir Peter Anthony Grayson [Lord Rawlinson of Ewell] 28 June 2006 
Redmayne, Sir Martin [Lord Redmayne] 28 April 1983 
Redmond, Robert Spencer 12 March 2006 
Rees, Dame Dorothy Mary 20 August 1987 
Rees, [John Edward] Hugh 01 December 2003 
Renton, Sir David Lockhart-Mure [Lord Renton] 24 May 2007 
Rhodes, Hervey [Lord Rhodes] 11 September 1987 
Ridealgh, Mabel 20 June 1989 
Robens, Alfred [Lord Robens of Woldingham] 27 June 1999 
Roberts, Emrys Owain 29 October 1990 
Roberts, Goronwy Owen [Lord Goronwy-Roberts] 22/23 July 1981 
Roberts, Sir Peter Geoffrey 22 July 1985 
Roberts, Wilfrid Hubert Wace 26 May 1991 
Robertson, John 16 May 1987 
Robinson, Sir [John] Roland [Lord Martonmere] 03 May 1989 
Robinson, Kenneth 16 February 1996 
Rodgers, George 15 February 2000 
Rodgers, Sir John Charles 29 March 1993 
Rogers, George Henry Roland 19 February 1983 
Ross, William [Kilmarnock] 10 June 1988 
Ryan, John 26 March 2002 
Ryder, Robert Edward Dudley 29 June 1986 
St Clair, Malcolm Archibald 01 February 2004 
Sandys, Duncan Edward [Lord Duncan-Sandys] 26 November 1987 
Schofield, Sidney * Dec 1992 
Scott-Hopkins, James Sidney 11 March 1995 
Scott-Miller, Ronald 10 March 1992 
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Segal, Samuel 04 June 1985 
Selby, Harry 08 January 1984 
Shackleton, Edward Arthur 22 September 1994 
Sharp, Granville Maynard 08 August 1997 
Shaw, Arnold John 27 June 1984 
Shawcross, Sir Hartley William 10 July 2003 
Shepherd, William Stanley 11 October 2002 
Shinwell, Emanuel [Lord Shinwell] 08 May 1986 
Simon, Sir Jocelyn Edward Salis [Lord Simon of Glaisdale] 07 May 2006 
Sinclair, Sir George Evelyn 21 September 2005 
Skeffington-Lodge, Thomas Cecil 23 February 1994 
Skinnard, Frederick William 05 August 1984 
Smith, Sir John Lindsay Eric 28 February 2007 
Smith, Sydney Herbert 12 June 1984 
Smithers, Sir Peter Henry Berry Otway 08 June 2006 
Smyth, Sir John George 26 April 1983 
Snow, Julian Ward [Lord Burntwood] 24 January 1982 
Soames, [Arthur] Christopher John [Lord Soames] 16 September 1987 
Soref, Harold Benjamin 14 March 1993 
Sparks, Joseph Alfred 12 January 1981 
Spearman, Sir Alexander Cadwallader Mainwaring 05 April 1982 
Speir, Sir Rupert Malise 16 September 1998 
Spence, Henry Reginald 11 September 1981 
Stanley, Richard Oliver 15 November 1983 
Stevens, Geoffrey Paul 10 May 1981 
Steward, Sir William Arthur 08 May 1987 
Stewart, [Robert] Michael Maitland [Lord Stewart of Fulham] 10 March 1990 
Stewart-Smith, [Dudley] Geoffrey 03 March 2004 
Stodart, James Anthony [Lord Stodart of Leaston] 31 May 2003 
Stonehouse, John Thomson 15 April 1988 
Strauss, George Russell [Lord Strauss] 05 June 1993 
Studholme, Sir Henry Gray 09 October 1987 
Sumner, [William] Donald Massey 12 May 1990 
Symonds, Joseph Bede 29 March 1985 
Taylor, Sir Charles Stuart 28 March 1989 
Taylor, Frank Henry 01 October 2003 
Taylor, [Harry] Bernard [Lord Taylor of Mansfield] 11 April 1991 
Taylor, Stephen James Lake [Lord Taylor] 01 February 1988 
Temple, Sir John Meredith 10 December 1994 
Thomas, Ivor [Keighley] 07 October 1993 
Thomas, Ivor Owen [The Wrekin] 11 January 1982 
Thompson, Sir Kenneth Pugh 04 January 1984 
Thompson, Sir Richard Hilton Marler 15 July 1999 
Thorneycroft, [George Edward] Peter [Lord Thorneycroft] 04 June 1994 
Thornton, Ernest 05 February 1992 
Tiley, Arthur 05 June 1994 
Tilney, Sir John Dudley Robert Tarleton 26 April 1994 
Tomney, Frank 19 September 1984 
Trafford, Sir [Joseph] Anthony Porteous [Lord Trafford] 16 September 1989 
Tuck, Sir Raphael Herman 01 July 1982 
Turton, Sir Robert Hugh [Robin][Lord Tranmire] 17 January 1994 
Usborne, Henry Charles 16 March 1996 
Vane, William Morgan Fletcher [Lord Inglewood] 22 June 1989 
Vaughan-Morgan, Sir John Kenyon [Lord Reigate] 26 January 1995 
Vickers, Dame Joan Helen [Baroness Vickers] 23 May 1994 
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Wade, Donald William [Lord Wade] 06 November 1988 
Wadsworth, George 18 April 1979 
Wakefield, Sir [William] Wavell [Lord Wakefield of Kendal] 12 August 1983 
Wallace, George Douglas [Lord Wallace of Coslany] 11 November 2003 
Ward, George Reginald [Viscount Ward of Witley] 15 June 1988 
Ward, Michael John 25 March 2009 
Watkins, Tudor Elwyn [Lord Watkins] 02 November 1983 
Watkinson, Harold Arthur [Viscount Watkinson] 19 December 1995 
Watkinson, John Taylor 21 September 2004 
Weitzman, David 06 May 1987 
Wells, William Thomas 03 January 1990 
West, Daniel Granville [Lord Granville-West] 23 September 1984 
West, Henry William [Harry] 05 February 2004 
Wheatley, John Thomas [Lord Wheatley] 28 July 1988 
White, Eirene Lloyd [Baroness White] 23 December 1999 
White, John Baker 10 December 1988 
White, Roger Lowrey 16 February 2000 
Wigg, George Edward Cecil [Lord Wigg] 11 August 1983 
Wilkes, Lyall 28 March 1991 
Wilkins, William Albert 06 May 1987 
Williams, [Albert] Clifford  09 April 1979 
Williams, Gerald Wellington 11 December 1989 
Williams, John Lloyd 31 December 1982 
Williams, [William] Donald 05 January 1990 
Williamson, Sir Thomas [Lord Williamson] 27 February 1983 
Willis, Eustace George 02 June 1987 
Willoughby de Eresby, Gilbert James Heathcote-Drummond-Willoughby, Lord [3rd 
Earl of Ancaster] 29 March 1983 
Winstanley, Michael Platt [Lord Winstanley] 18 July 1993 
Winterbottom, Ian [Lord Winterbottom] 04 July 1992 
Wolrige-Gordon, Patrick 22 May 2002 
Wood, Richard Frederick [Lord Holderness] 11 August 2002 
Woodhouse, Christopher Montague [Lord Terrington]   13 February 2001 
Woof, Robert Edward 27 November 1997 
Woollam, John Victor 01 February 2006 
Wright, Esmond 09 August 2003 
Wyatt, Sir Woodrow Lyle [Lord Wyatt of Weeford] 07 December 1997 
Wylie, Norman Russell [Lord Wylie] 07 September 2005 
York, Christopher 13 March 1999 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

190 



RESEARCH PAPER 09/31 

Appendix – The role of the Member since 1979 
 
The role of a Member has changed in a number of significant ways since 1979.  These 
may be summarised as: 

• Increasing professionalism – most backbenchers now work full time as MPs, and 
employ at least three staff. 

• Development of constituency work – increasing emphasis on casework and local 
issues. 

• Growing scrutiny role in select committee work – chairmen are paid a salary and 
have visibility as spokespeople for the Commons  

 
Following a new system of allowances for Members recommended by the SSRB, the 
resources available to Members have significantly increased since 2001.  The then 
Labour Party Chairman, Charles Clarke, emphasised to the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life in 2002 the extent to which MPs are effectively running small businesses.i  
The SSRB produced a job description in 1996, which remains the most authoritative 
statement of the role of the MP.ii The increase in staff, combined with new technology 
has meant that MPs can offer a more proactive service to constituents, rather than 
simply a responsive service based on regular surgeries.  The opening of new 
parliamentary buildings in 1990 and 2000 has enabled the vast majority of Members to 
have their own office, and to watch parliamentary proceedings either via internal 
channels or through the internet.  Webcasting of Westminster proceedings began in 
2002 and a full service has been available since October 2004.iii   
 
Since 1979, it has been evident that each new intake of MPs has devoted more time to 
constituency work, and spends more time in the constituency.iv  Changes in the pattern 
of parliamentary business have facilitated this.  Beginning with the Jopling reforms of the 
early 1990s, late night sittings have decreased, and Fridays have become mainly non 
sitting.v 
 
The system of departmental select committees was introduced in 1979 and has played a 
significant part in broadening the work of an MP at Westminster.vi   Particular committees 
have had a high-profile role in investigating prime political issues, such as the Westland 
Helicopter affair in 1986, or the Pergau Dam affair in the 1990s.  Different scrutiny 
mechanisms have been developed by members of the committees, and the core tasks of 
committees were defined in the 2001-05 Parliament.vii  Committees now undertake pre-
legislative scrutiny of Government bills, post-confirmation hearings, and investigations of 
associated public bodies.viii  A salary is paid to chairmen of select committees, and some 
chairmen have achieved considerable prominence through this position.  Extra staff have 
been made available to committees, including the establishment of a central Scrutiny 
Unit in 2002. 
 
These trends have been seen as contributing to a reduced emphasis on proceedings in 
the Chamber.  This resulted in a report in 2007 by the Modernisation Committee, 
Revitalising the Chamber: the role of the back bench Member.ix  However, many more 
parliamentary questions are now tabled and answered, and new parliamentary practices 
have been developed, such as the use of Westminster Hall as a debating chamber for 
select committee reports and constituency matters.x  Since 1997 a new system of 
programming Government bills has superseded the more haphazard use of guillotines.xi  
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Although the same number of bills was passed in 1908 as in 1997, the acts of 1908 took 
up 736 small pages, those of 1997 took up 3,073 larger ones.xii  11,368 statutory 
instruments were passed in 2005, compared with 330 in 1911, illustrating the exponential 
growth in secondary legislation passed by Parliament. Party discipline has declined 
overall, since its peak in the 1950s, with increasing numbers of Members prepared to 
rebel where they feel it is necessary.xiii 
 
The composition of the House of Commons has changed too.  At the time of the 2005 
General Election, the average age of a Member was 51.2 years, whereas it was 49.6 in 
1979. In that Parliament 3% of MPs were women; since the 2005 election this has 
become 20%.xiv  The first minority ethnic MPs for several decades were elected in 1987, 
in 2005 there were 14 minority ethnic MPs.xv There are indications that MPs are 
becoming healthier: there were six by elections in the 2001 Parliament– previous 
parliaments since 1979 typically had at least three times this number.  The proportion of 
Members who come from a ‘political’ occupation, such as a policy institute, research 
assistant, etc has increased, while the number from some professions and occupations, 
such as barristers and the armed services has declined.  At the same time the number of 
former manual workers among MPs has also fallen.xvi 
 
Standards of conduct have been tightened.  Until the mid-1990s an enforcement 
mechanism for policing the register of Member’s interests was lacking.  Although the 
register had been established in 1974, there were only 3 investigations of failure to 
register between 1976 and the beginning of 1989.  The Committee on Standards of 
Public Life recommended a new position of Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
and a Code of Conduct for Members which was established in 1995. There are now 
regular reports on alleged breaches of the Code each session. xvii  Members are now 
less likely to have significant outside professions such as the law, and their involvement 
in political consultancy has lessened since 1997.xviii The application of Freedom of 
Information legislation to the Commons (and Lords) since January 2005 has led to 
greater detail in the disclosure of expenses claimed by individual Members.xix 
 
There are new parliaments/assemblies in the UK and in Europe.  1979 marked the first 
direct elections to the European Parliament. In 1998/99 the Scottish Parliament, the 
National Assembly for Wales and the Northern Ireland Assembly all came into existence.  
For the first term of each new body there were a number of Members who sat for a 
devolved legislature and for Westminster.  By 2007, this practice had almost ceased, 
except for Northern Ireland where the Assembly had been suspended on a number of 
occasions. The one exception in the 2005 Parliament is Alex Salmond, currently the First 
Minister at Holyrood.  Membership of the EU has had an impact on the work of the 
Westminster Parliament, with a number of committees established to scrutinise EU 
legislation. 
 
Nevertheless, the process of parliamentary scrutiny continues as it has for centuries.  
The debates on the Falklands War in 1982, the abolition of the Greater London Council 
in 1986, the controversy of the Maastricht treaty in 1992, the drama of the Westland 
crisis in 1986, and the debates on Iraq in 2003 can be counted among the great 
parliamentary occasions of the modern era. 
 
Some customs of the House have been modernised, symbolised by the election of Betty 
Boothroyd as the first female Speaker in 1992.  She decided to dispense with the 
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traditional wig worn by the Speaker.  But Members decided to keep division lobbies, 
rather than follow the introduction of electronic voting in the Scottish Parliament.  Nor has 
the design of the chamber been changed.  So in many ways the Members elected in 
1979 would find the Commons of today a familiar place. 
 
 
 
                                                 
i   Cited in O Gay and P Leopold eds Conduct Unbecoming: The Regulation of Parliamentary 

Behaviour, p88 
ii     The job description was reprinted in 2001 and is available online at: 
      http://www.ome.uk.com/downloads/volume2.pdf  
iii  See Library Standard Note no 1761 Webcasting of Parliament at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-01761.pdf 
iv    See “MPs go back to their constituencies” Political Quarterly January-March 2005 
v  See Library Standard Note Hours sat and late sittings since 1979 at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snsg-02226.pdf and no 2854 Sitting 
Hours http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-02854.pdf  

vi  See Library Research Paper 02/35 Departmental Select Committees at  
http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-02854.pdf 

vii   See Library Standard Note no 3161 Modernisation: Select Committees- Core Tasks at 
http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-03161.pdf 

viii   A study by the Constitution Unit has evaluated the scrutiny methods used by select 
committees; Lucinda Maer Select Committees under scrutiny Constitution Unit 2004 

ix  HC 337 2006-07  
x  This was a result of an initiative from the Modernisation Select Committee. For further detail 

see N. Baldwin ed “Making the Commons fit for the 21st century” Parliament in the 21st 
Century 2005 

xi  See Library Standard Note no 569 Programming of Legislation at 
http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-00569.pdf 

xii   V Bogdanor ed The British Constitution in the Twentieth Century. Chapter 5 ‘The House of 
Commons in the Twentieth Century’ p162. For a summary of the type of bills introduced since 
1987 see Library Parliamentary Information List no 2283 at 
http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-02283.pdf For an assessment 
of number of bills and statutory instruments passed since 1950 see Library Standard Note no 
2911 at http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snsg-02911.pdf 

xiii   See www.revolts.co.uk which notes that the number of revolts in session 2004/5 was greater 
than in the whole of the 1950s. For an analysis of the period 2001-3 see P Cowling and M 
Stuart “When Sheep Bark: The Parliamentary Labour Party 2001-3. at 
http://www.revolts.co.uk/ECPR%20paper.pdf  The most recent analysis for 2006-7 is at 
http://www.revolts.co.uk/Dissension%20handbook%202006-7%20web%20version.pdf  

xiv  See Library Standard Note SN/SG/1250 Women in Parliament and Government at 
http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snsg-01250.pdf 

 
xv  See Library Standard Note SN/SG/1156  Ethnic Minorities in Politics, Government and Public 

Life http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snsg-01156.pdf  
xvi  See Library Standard Note SN/SG/1528 Characteristics of MPs  at:  
      http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snsg-01528.pdf 
xvii  For a complete history see O Gay and P Leopold eds Conduct Unbecoming: The regulation of 

parliamentary behaviour  Politico’s 2004 
xviii  The most recent Register of Members’ Interests can be found at 

http://www.parliament.uk/about_commons/register_of_members__interests.cfm  
xix   http://www.parliament.uk/site_information/allowances.cfm  
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